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TO THE 

Right Honourable and Right Worfliipful 

JOHN PROS r, 

Baron oi CARTS FORTy 

In the Covn TV of fFICKLOfF, in the 
Km GVOM of IRE L/tNDy 

GRAND-MASTER. 

My Lord, 

, S nothing could induce Your Lord- 
fliip to accept of the Grand- 
Mastership of Masons, but 
the real publick Advantage of the 
Principles on wV\\cVv lV\2X ?iOc\^\^ \s 
dtdbJj/l2e(I : /)55exifted for fo matv-j ^^nv^^^^^'^ 

J^2, ^^'^'^'^ 




D E D I C AT I O N.^ 

•IPilnguifticd by aSuccefEon of noble Perfonages in 
^ouT High Office : So I can truly fij^ That it is not 
nly my private Opinion, but the Voice of all Your 
.ordfhip's Brethren, That the Craft docs not only 
eceivc Luftre from Your Prefence, but that its pre- 
fent flourifhingState and Exiftence is in a great Mca- 
fu re owing to Your own unwearied Application, and 
.truly noble Example, and to YourLordfliip'sWjfdom 
in the Choice of Grand-Officers, under whofeDi- 
rcftion and Influence We daily increafe both in 
good and ufeful Members, and in that generous 
Fund of voluntary Charity, that raifes the Admira- 
tion of the World, at the mutual Love and Har- 
mony, which cements the Brotherhood ; and is al- 
ways ready to give Relief to thofe, who are worthy^ 
and in Diflrefs. Therefore, Your Lordfliip being 
in Truth O.ur Establishment and 
Strength, I have humbly prefumed to 
prefix Your Name to this little Hiftory of the 
Royal Craft, and to (helter it under Your Noble 
Patronage ; and to beg Leave to fubfcribe myfelf, 
both in Duty and AfFe£lion, 

tit& Lordfhip's 

MoJ} devotedy 

And tnojl humhh Servant j 

J. Scott* 
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PREFACE. 

Brethren / 

H E Hijiory and Records of the 
Free-Mafons being very faulty their 
old Conjfitutions interpolated and cor* 
rufted^ not only infalfe Spellings but 
by many grofs Errors in Hijiory and 
Chronology^ through Length of Time 
and the Ignorance of Tranfcribers ; // was therefore 
thought expedient^ tn the fear 1723, to prevent this 
for the Future^ by printing their Htjiory and Confli-- 
tuticnsy at the Command of the Duke of Montagu, 
who ordered Dr, Defaguliers w/r^ George Payne, 
Efq\ and other proper AjftflantSy to undertake that 
Work ; which was executed to the SatisfaSfion of all. 
This Book of Confiitutions becoming fcarce in the Tear 
1737, Dr, Anderfon, who had ajffied in the former 
Work^ prayed for the Favour of reprinting the faid 
Conjlitution Book^ with the TranfaSfions of the So- 
ciety down to the Tear 1 7 38. nis being complied 
with and the Copy delivered to him^ the Manage- 
ment of it at the Prefs was left to the DoSfor, But 
from whatfoever Caufe it might arife^ whether from 
/// wa/7/ ^ Health, or trufling U Xh% Management of 

StraYijer^^ 
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Strangers^ the Work appeared in a very manglei Cm- 
dition^ and the Regulatiens^ which had been, revifed 
andcorreSled by Grand-MaJlerPzync^ were in many 
Places interpolated^ and in others the Senfe left very 
obfcure and uncertain : Be/ides its being loadid with 
long chronokgicalTables^ which in another Place might 
have had their Ufe^ hut here could anfwer no other End 
than to render the Book very difficult to be read. 

Thefe great I^fe^ 5 have rendered it abfoluiely necef* 
Jary once more to review and tranfcribe the Records of 
the Society y in which, it is hoped, all the ObjeSlions againft 
the former Book will be ebviatedy and the whole appear 
to greater Advantage^ and be more adapted to the Pur^ 
pofes of the Craft than has hitherto been done. Thisy 
bowever, being a Work of Time, it may not be amifs^ 
my Brethren! to inform you, that the Work is in great 
Forwardnefs, 

IFhat hai hitherto been /poke ef is a Work of 
Bulk, intended for Lodges^ more than for private 
Ufe, There yet wanted all the neceffary Articles, re-* 
tating to the Society, to be comprized in a pocket 
Volume. This occaftoned the following little Work 
to be undertaken, about two Tears ago. And be* 
ing animated by the Approbation and Advice of a- 
KOBLE Personage, heretofore at the 
Heed of the Society, and Jiill their Advocate and a chief 
Pillar ', and alfo with the Concurrence and kind A]- 
fijiance of a Grand Officer, whofe ajftduous 
Care the Society in general are very fenfble of at pre* 
fent ; 1 purfued the fame with the utmofl Fidelity, 
Many choice Particulars, not elfewbere to be found, an 
owing to the valuable Library, and kind Mfi/iance of' 
our worthy Brother ^ jobnWarburton, £/q\ S^mer^' 
fet'Herald, and P, IL S. who has alfo done Honour 
j!^ /iW ^/d Aiafmry in his Hiftorj end Antiquities 
g^/£^ Romsui fFaU^ tU mfi fliiwxing Rimams «f 
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Antiquity in Britain, lately publijhed. For a cu' 
rious ColU&ion of Papers^ containing thi quarterly 
and annual Communications, and the Committees of 
Charity, I am indebted to Mr. William Falkncr, 
fenior Member of a Lodge in Newgate-Street : Jnd 
to tbi Provincial Secretary and other Brethren in 
CornvffdWy for maty Particulars relating to theSociety 
in that Province. All thtfeftgnal Favours I have ths 
greater PUafure to acknowledge, as they were all com- 
rmmicated with a hearty Defire of their being benefit 
cial to thi whole Fraternity. 

No Time^ Pains or Coji has beenfpared in procuring 
every Thing concerning the Fraternity not only through^ 
0«/ Britain tf 11^ Ireland, and in ourUniverfities, hut alji 
in tbegreatejl Part £/* Europe and BritiCh America^ 
/ truft, my Brethren, for your receiving this Pocket 
Companion with your accujlomed Goodnefs and Can' 
dour, as it is truly intended to promote the real Good and 
Benefit of our mo/l excellent Society, tomake its admirable 
Principles and worthy Pra^ices more generally known, 
and, ifpojfible, to felence the fneering Critick, and 
fatisfy the unprejudiced Stranger, that a good Mafore 
and an honeji Man are fynonymous Terms. There is 
one Perfm dealt with in the following Hjlory in a 
Manner that fome may think very fever e, and, others 
unequal to his Crime \ but had Dr. Plot difcovered 
the Secrets of the Fraternity, hejhould have enjoyed 
bis Difcoviries for ever undijfurbed ; he knew that 
would neither anfwer his Turn, nor be believed : He 
therefore attacked their very Being as a Society, and 
would have their Hifiory to be the Invention of fomer 
modem Imbojlors. I have therefore adventured to 
expo/e his ignorance, that the Learned and Judicious^ 
might be no longer deceived or mijled by his real Im-' 
f^tfrf. Ibtawell he has accomplijhid bis Pur^oftv 
^ im Ai is/ciUd^ tec^nns mt m to Jay : U%% U^ to 

til 
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my Brethren^ and to the unprejudiadlVorld to judge. 
It was omitted to be mentioned in its prcper Place^ 
that the higheft or lajf Stone ^ en the Top of the 
Lanthom ^ St, Paul'/ Cathedral was laid by the 
Ha fids of the Surveyor's Son^ Chriftopher Wren, by 
Debiitation from his Father^ in the Pre fence of that ex^ 
cellent Archite£f^ Mr, Strong, his S:n^ and other Free 
and Accepted Mafons, chiefly employed in the Execu- 
tion of the Work, Parentalia, p, 293. I have been 
alfo informed^ that the Suppofition for Sir Chriftophcr 
Wren'i NegUn of the Crafty hinted at in p. 55, of 
the enfuir^ Hiftory^ is in fome Injlances mifrepre- 
fented\ for m Perfon in the Grand-Mafter's Chair 
ever deferved better of the Crafty nor did more 
Honour to the Society of Fiee- Mafons, while his 
Age ivould per/mt him to attend their Meetings ; bwt 
that his fiippofed Neglect of his Brethren^ was owing 
to no other Caufe^ than his extreme old j4ge^ and Re- 
tirement from the Stage of Buftnefs and Hurry, 

Nctwithjlanding all the Difficulties and Di four age- 
ments^ all the Reproach and Obloquyy all the Scandal 
and Defamation that the Fraternity has been without 
Mercy loaded with ^ they fill not only keep their Ground^ 
but every where increafe to an incredible Degree, Their 
JSlionSy though reproached^ are yet blamelefs : And 
the more traduced^ the more in Ejhem with all the 
Good and Great, 

Finally y my Brethren^ may you continue to guard a- 
gainfl all Innovations^ falfe Brethren^ and others that 
appear in various Difguifes ; fo fhall your JVifdom r^* 
ceive due Praife^ and the Body of Mafons no Blame. 
Alay the whole Brotherhdod continue infant in good 
Worksy continue to adorn the Worlds whilji Arts and 
Learning flourijh ammg Mgn^ and brotherly Love 
/u^^s amon^ thim\ evm to the End of the World. 
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^e State of Masonry from the 
Creation to the Flood 

H E N the Divine Wifdom had re- 
folved to form the World, and to 
reduce a wild Chaos to a fair, re- 
gular and permanent Syfiem, the Al- 
mighty Architeft not only traced out 
the whole Plan of the Univerfe, but gave Life 
and Being, Form and Figure to every Part of 
Vhat before had been, a rude, indigpftsA. 2LtA Vnv- 
/n<7waW(p/feyiof jfeiifelefeMattw. . 
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Whbn the Fiat for L^kt was giren, tiit 
dull, heavy and terrene Parts of Matter, which 
overcloud^ the Exfanfimij obeyed the Almightjr't 
Command, and bqgao to range into Form and , 

Order. Some fubfided to the Center of the ' 
Earth ; but the lucid and fiery Particles afcending 
higher, feparated the Light from the Darknefi, 
and made the iirft Day and Night, which be- 
came more lucid and ferene by the Work of the 
fccond Day ; when the Waters were drawn off 
from the Cba9Sj and were difmifled to their feveral 
Orbs and Stations. Thus the delightful Element 
of the Air was difentangled and extra£ted from 
th« Chaos ; and next Day the Waters of the 
Earth being gathered into one Place, the dry 
Land appeared, and was furnilhed with Grafs for 
Cattle, and Herbs, and Fruit-trees for the Nou- 
rifhment of Man. On the fourth Day the fame 
Divine Wifdom created the glorious Orbs of the 
Sun to rule the Day, and the Mom to rule tbd 
Night ; and for the Meafure and Computation 
of Time likewife. After thefe great Bodies were 
thus fet in Order, he proceeded to the Creation of 
the animal World ; and began with Fijb and 
Fowl^ which the Divine Power formed out of fuch 
Matter as was mi^^ed and concoAed with the 
Water, and gave them a prolifick Virtue, and a 
natural Inffinfib for Generation, to prefenre their 
Species, and to ittultiply their Individuals ; a Vir- 
tue which be alfo beftoWed on the terreftrial Ani- 

snaltft 
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Buls, bodi Savage, tame Creatures^ and creeping 
Things. 

Whew all Things which could 
be necefiaiy for Man's Felicity were g^* c loox 
now perfb^ed, and fo ordered and 
difpofed as to contribute, in their &veral Capa- 
cities, to his Benefit and Delight, then Man was 
aifo created and introduced into the World in 
a Manner and Solemnity not unbecoming the 
Lord and Governor of it. A Work fo truly 
divine^ that the Power of no fubordinate In^ 
teUigence could be capable of it ; and was not 
perfe£ted without a peculiar Confultation of the 
Divine Perfons : The RcTult whereof was to create 
Man with a Mind fortified to bear the Divine 
Prcfai'ce^ quaUiied for the Divine Converfe, fully 
tUuminated. by the Divine Spirit ; and with a 
Body indulged with the Privilege of Immorta- 
lity, adorned with fuch Comelinefs and Majefty^ 
as might challenge the Rule and Jurifdidion of 
this inferior World ; and blefled with an univerial 
Harmony in all its Faculties; an Underftanding 
fraught with all Manner of Knowledge ; a Will 
fubmitted to the Divine Pleafure ; Afiedtions 
placed upon their proper Obje£b ; Paffions calm 
and eafy ; a Confcience quiet and ferene^ with 
I reffdendent Holinefs and perfe£): Felicity. 

Th IS happy State was but of very (hort Dura- 
^ tion, by our firft Parents Difodedience to the 
I Divine Precept in Paradife^ which mxicVi ^^* 
Accd the bcMtifuI Works of the CceaUQii \ ^cv.- 
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tailing Sin, Pain and Death upon their Pofterity : 
With guilty Shame they are forced to exchange 
fair EdetCs Garden for an uncultivated World, 
which produced nothing but what was the Effeft 
of toilfome Labour ; and where they had no 
other Profpeft than a fad Variety of Sorrow, Care 
and Trouble. 

A State which, however impaired, we can- 
not, in any wife, fuppofe to be ignorant of the 

' liberal Sciences, much lefs of Geometry : For 
ever fince the Fall, wie find the Principles of it in 
the Hearts of his Offspring, who thereby are 
enabled to trace the Wifdom, Strength and Beauty 
difplayed in all the wonderous Works of Crea- 
tion ; and thence, with Adoration, reflefl: them 
to their Almighty and ineffable Origin. And 
that, though after his Expulfion from Eden^ he 
and his Pofterity were intirely taken up in the 
Invention, and making of what might be ufeful 
to fence them from the Inclemency of the Wea- 
ther, and the brutal World, now at perpetual 
War with them 5 yet under thefe terrible Cir- 
cumftances, we muft perceive, that, of all fub- 
lutiary Beings, Man is the moft adapted to So- 
ciety, has the Seeds of Juftice, Kindnefs and 
Benignity, (which are the Sinews of Concord and 
brotherly Love,) born with him, and implanted 
in his Breaft 5 that he has the Gift of Speech, 
whereby he can exprefs his Thoughts, impart his 
Mi/itbs, SorrovTS and Secrets; communicate his 

Counfck, and participate in Com^^&^i >a^^^- 
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ficial to himfelf and his - fellow Creatures : And 
happy ftill in this, that God had not withdrawn 
from him his Knowledge of Geometry, by which 
feveral curious Arts were invented, which to 
this Day have been the Glory of Mankind, and 
an Oaiament to the World. 

We may obferve, tb^t there is in Man a Fund 
of Jnduftry, and a certain happy Ingenuity in 
inventing Arts and Sciences, whether mechanical 
or-liberal ; all of which have a mighty Tendeiicy 
to the Delight and Benefit of Mankind. And 
therefore we need not qucftion but that the wife 
God, by. putting ,thefe Singularities in our Nature, 
-intended, as another End of our Creation, that 
we fhould not only live happily ourfelves, and 
ipend our Time in beneficial Occupations, or 
agreeable Amufements, but be likewife mutually 
affiftant to each other, Inftruments for the Good 
of human Society | which in the Scriptare Phrafe, 
is to bi all rf Mi Mindy having CompaJJim one for 
. anotbor^ ani to hve as Brethren i as all that have 
been triie and faithful have fet us an Example. 

We may be very well afiiired, that Adam in* 
ftnicied his Defcendants in Geometry, and the 
Application of it to whatever Crafts were con- 
venient for thofe early Times ; without which, 
the Children of Men muft have lived in Woods, 
Dens and Caves, like Brutes ; or at beft in fome 
poor and wretched Hovels of Mud. 

B3 CAIH 
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j^ j^ CAIN with his Family imd 

Bcf.G387C, Adherents being expelled from 
Jdaf§f% Altars, forthwith built a 
llrong City, and called it Deiicau or CmfecraU^ 
after the Name of his eldeft Son Bmkb^ whofe 
Race followed the Example, improved not only 
in GeoBietry and Mafbnry, but made Difcoveries 
of ieveral other curious Arts. Thus 'jaial firft 
invented the Ufe of Tents, to order Cattle, and 
building in Stone and Timber ; yuhal was the 
Inventor of Mufick and mufical Inftniments ; 
and T^uhal Cairn found out the Art of forging and 
working Metals, of making Armour and war- 
like Weapons, and alfo famoui for his great 
Strength and SkiU in Wan 

Nor is it to be fuppofed, that the Defcendanfci 
of S^tb came any thing behind thofe of Cawj 
in the Cultivation of Geometry and Mafonry : 
For BMub^ the fifth froia Sab^ who prophefied 
of the iC^juge ^ ^nfiagration, left theie Arts 
and Sci^njpa fliould fl^i out of the Knowledge 
of Men, raMed two Colunuia, one of Brick, the 
other oT Slone, and info-ibed their Inventions 
upon them, that if the PiUar of Brick happened 
to be overthrown by the Flood, that of Stone 
might remain ; which Jofepbus tells us was to 
be icen* in his Time^ in the Land of &r/W. 

Thb enterprizing Genius of Man began to 

exert itfelf very early in the Arts of Afironomy, 

Building, working in Brals and Iron, in Mufick, 

smi emySckncey ufcfol and entfiiu\xv\u^\ ^vid 
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tllc Undertakers were not limited by a ibort Life. 
They had Time enough before them to carry 
Things to Perfedion ; but whatever their Skill, 
Learning, or Induftry performed, all the Re- 
mains or Monuments thereof have long fmce 
perilhcd. 

None can doubt bat Aftronomy, which mud 
have been preceded by Geometry, was invented 
from the Commencement of Time. As there 
is nothing more furprizing than the Regularity 
of the heavenly Luminaries, it is cafy to judge 
that one of the firft Curiofities of Mankind was 
to confider their Courfo, and to obferve the 
Periods of them. It was not Curiofity only 
that prompted Men to apply themfelvcs to aftro- 
nomjcal Speculations; Neceffity itfelf may be 
faid to have obliged them to it. For if the 
Seafons are not obferved, which are diftingui(hed 
by the Motion of the Sun, it is impoffible to 
fucceed in Agriculture. If the Duration of the 
Month and Year wete not determined, a certain 
Order could not be eftablifhed in civil Affairs, 
nor the Days allotted to the Exercsfe of Religion 
fixed. TTius as neither Agriculture, Polity, nor 
Religion could difpenfe with the Want of Aftro- 
nomy, it is evident that Mankind were obliged 
to apply thentfelves to the Sciences from (he 
Beginning of the World. 

Thk Pofterity of Sab^ who had for feme 

Ages retained their Integrity in the true Wor- 

Biip of God, and a clofe ApplicatioB to the 

B 4 Sciences, 
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Sciences, were at laft infeftcd with the fame 
Contagion of Profanenefe and Immorality, as 
the Race of Cain \ fo that all Sorts of Wicked- 
nefs over-fpread the Earth, and reigned trium- 
phant : But at lail ended in their Deftru£iioit 
and Extirpation by the Deluge, in which all the 
human Race pcriflied, except Noah and his Fa- 
mily. Here was a difmal Face of Things ; 
inftead of the Earth, adorned with the Pro- 
duftions of Nature, and the Improvements of 
hn^ a watry Defert appeared, which offered 
nothing to the View of Heaven, but the floating 
Wrecks of Man and his fellow Creatures, who 
were fwept away with the common Deftruflion ; 
which was the moft dreadful and amazing Judg- 
ment, the moft horrid and portentous Cataftrophe 
that Nature ever yet faw. 
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^e State ^ M a s o n r Yfrom the Flooa 
to the Building ^Solomon'i Temple. 

TH E firft Piece of Mafonry 
that we know of. immedi- 
'ifore'SrJ^ ately under Divine Direaion, was 
X348. the Ark, wherein iSTwi*, and his 

three Sons, Sbentj HamznA Japbet^ \ 
^IIMafonsttue, wercprdfenrcdfrQnKDcftru^^ion;^ 
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all the reft pf Mortals perifcing. They brought 
with them over the Flood, arid afterwards com-' 
municated to. their Children, Geometry, and the 
Art of Building : And from thefe Mafons, or 
i four grand Officers, all the prefent Race of Man- 
kind are defccnded. The firft Thing he did 
upon his landing, was to build an Altar, and 
ofier a burnt Sacrifice of every clean Beaft and 
Fowl. God having accepted the Sacrifice, blefled 
Noaby and gave him Power over all living Crear 
tures, with a PecmiUion to eat them as freely as 
of the Produce of the Ground : However, he 
forbid him to eat the Blood of Animals, or to 
ihed that of Man ; ordering him to punifh Man- 
llaughte'r with Death, and to people the World as 
fail as he could* 

Being all of one Language and 
Speech, // came to pa/sj as they J.^^^ ^^^ 
journeyed from the East towards the ggf^j-g chrifi 
'West, they found a Plain in the 2247. 
Land oi Shinaar^ and dwelt there 
together as Noachidaj or Sons of Njsah^ the firft 
Name of Mafons s and for fear of the bad Con- 
fequence of Separation, they refolvcd to keep to- 
gether : For which Purpofe, we find that great 
Numbers of them afletaibled in the Plains of 
ShinaaTy to build a City and large Tower ; but 
as this was only in order to make themfelves 
a Name, and preyent their Difperfion, God 
for their Vanity confounding thcu S^t^cVv^ «i^- 
caGoncd Uiat which they endcavouitd to v^^\^^ 
B 5 Ktv^ 
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And hence this Tower was called BaM or €01^ 
fufiw. Upon the Top of this Tower was an 
Obfervatorjr, by the &nefit of which it was that 
the Babylonians advanced their SJcill in Geometry 
and Affaronomy beyond all other Nations : For 
when Alixandsr tqok Babjfyny Ca- 
Year of the liftbems^ the Philofopher, who ac- 
'B^c^clrifi companied him thither, found they 
^ji, had aftronomical Obfervations for 

1903 Years backwards from that 
Time, which carries vp the Account as high as 
the 115th Year after the Flood, and fifteen after 
the building the Tower of Babel After the 
Difperfion, they ilill carried with them the Know- 
ledge of Mafonry, and that now to a great De- 
gree of Perfeftion. 

NIMROD or Belusy the Son 
Year of the of Cufi^ the eldeft Son of Ham^ 
Ee^ciWif *"^ Founder of the Babylonian Mo- 
1217. narchy, being grand Maimer of att 

Mafons, after the general Migra^ 
tion, built many fplendid Cities in Sbinaar ; and 
AJbur^ the Son of Sbemy being driven by Nimrfid 
out of Babylon^ built the Cities of I^mveb^ Siho" 
^iotb^ Kalahj Refenj and many other in AJfyrta^ 
The learned Mathematicians in thofe Parts, who 
in after Ages were called Chaldm and Magicians, 
cultivated the Science and the Art under the Pa- 
tronage of the Kings and great Men of the Eaft. 

The Confufion of Tongues, which gave Rife 
to OiCMdcut PdStieo of Ufiwk cottHti&i^vrvthe^ 
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mt the Ufe of Speech, hiiMkred nH the Improve* 
ment of Mafonr3r in their feveral Colotues; for ^ 
Dcfcenduii:^ tt SieminJ/Sa^ Ham in Jfrita^ aad of 
Japiii in Eurtpiy kft behind them fufficknt Vefti^ 
to demonftrale their great Skill in yiaXotuy. &tt 
of thefet the Jjfyrutns' 9Xii Egyptians icem to 
liave made the greateft Piogrefi in this royal Ar^ 
as the Walls of Bahyhn^ and the Pyramids of 
Egypu two of the leven Wonders of the World^ 
abundantly teftify« 

MITZKAIM^ the fecond 
Son of Hanij carried to, and pre- ^"^ ©^ ^^ 
ferved in Eapi, their original SSfe "Sw* 
Skill, and much cuhivated the 2it8. 
Art, as their early fine Tafle 
doth manifeft. 

- The AJfyriam and ChaUtans were the firft 
of Mortals after the Flood, who applied themielves 
to the noble Arts, according to Jofepbusy PUn^ 
Diodoms^ and Ciaro. 

But the Arts which firft fprang, 
and afterwards flourifh^d among the ^**' ^^ the 
Cbaldeansy were transferred out of Sfo^ ^^cl a 
CiaUia and AJfyria to the l^gypti^ ijac. 

am by Jhraham. For when, at 
the Command of God, he went forth from hia^ 
native Soil into Pale/line^ and from thence into 
Egypty and perceived the Egyptians to be taken 
with the Study of good Arts, and to be of a 
very notable Wit and Capacity for Learning, he 

. coaumuiicattd to tbem Aiitbmttkk mAi K9ct«^ 
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Homy, and confequendy Geometry^ which iituft 
of Ncceffity go before Aftronomy : In which 
Studies afterwards the Egyptians (o flouriflicd, that 
AriftotUy I Metaph. c. i. doth affirni, though 
erroneoufly, that the mathematick Arts were 
firft found out in Egypt ^ by their Priefts; who 
by their Employment were at Leifure for thefc 
Things. 

The Defcendants of Abraham^ 
Year of the being Sojourners and Shepherds in 
Before ^cL;/^ -^i55?^ pradifed very little of Ar- 
1574. chiteQure, except the building of 

Tents, till about eighty Years be- 
fore thchr Exodus ; when .by the over- ruling 
Hand of Providence, they were trained up to 
the building in Stone and Bricks and built for 
the Egyptians the two ftrong Cities of Pithom and 
Raamajisj in order to make them expert Ma- 
sons, before they poileiled the promifed Land, 
then famous for good Mafonry. 

During the forty Years Pere- 
Year of the grination of the Hebrews in the 
Efwe^SnV? Wi'^^^'^^^'s of Arabia, towards. 
1490. Canaan, God was pleafed to in- 

fpire with Wifdom of Heart, Jho- 
ttah^ of the Tribe of Dan, and Bezaleel, of the 
Tribe of Judab, who ereSed the glorious Taber- 
nacle, where the Divine She chin ah refided,. 
and the Ark of the Covenant was depofited, 
which proved afterwards the Model of Solomon^ % 
Semple, according to the Pattern God ^ve ta 
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Mofis^ in Mount Horeh who then became Grand 
"Matter of the Lodge of IfraeU to which he gave 
wife Regulations and Charges ; though the Tra^ 
dition thereof has not been tranfmittcd down to 
us fo pcrfeft as might have been wiihed, 

JOS HUA fucceeded in the 
Direaion: He marftalled the If JJ^J^ *^ 
raelitis, and led them over Jordan^ g^^^^ ^^rifi 
which God made dry for their ,4^1. 

March, into the promifed Land : 
And having finifhed his Wars with the CanaanittSj 
lie fixed the Tabernacle at Sbiloey in Ephraimj 
ordering the Chiefs of Ifrael to ferve their God^ 
trultivate the Land, and carry oh the grand De- 
fign of ArchitcSure in the beft A^Jaick Style. 

The Ifraelites made prodigious Progrefe in the 
Study of Geometry and Archite<9:ure j but were 
ftill exceeded by the CanaaniieSj Phasnicians and, 
Sidmians in the facred Architefture of Stone, who 
being a People of a happy Genius, and Frame of 
Mind, made many great Difcoveries and Improve- 
ments in the Sciences, as well as in Point of Learn- 
ing; though it IS very probable they excelled much 
more in the Labours of the Hand than thofe of 
the. Head. The Glafs of Sidm^ the Purple of 
Tyrej and the exceeding fine Linen they wove, 
were the Produft of their own Country, and 
t|[pir own Inventions : And for their extraor-. 
dinary Skill in working of Metals, in hewing 
Timber and Stone j in a Word, for their per- 
fed Knowkdge of what was {oVvA, ^z'bX. ^vA 
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ernamental in Archiufbire, it ne^d but be xe- 
'Inembered, the great Share they bad in ereding 
and decorating of theiTempIe at Jerufalem ; than 
.which npthing can more redound to their Honour,, 
or give a clearer Idea of what their own Buildings 
muft have beern Their Fame was fuch for their 
|uft Tafte^ fine Defign, and ingenious Invention^ 
that whatever was elegant, great, or pleafing. 
Was diftingui&ed by way of Excellence, with 
the Epithet of Sidenian ; or for the Artifts to be 
Men of Tyrt^ 

The City of 5>r#, Sor^ or 

J^ ^ Ae 2f^^ was built by a great Body of 

iKe^St^ *^'*«'^» Mafons from G^&iAj, un- 

125^2. <]cf their Grand Matter, and proper 

Princes, or Directors, who finiihcd 
te lofty Buildings of the City, with its ftrong 
Walls and AqueduSs, in a Manner greatly ta 
tbe Honour and Renown of tho& who had the 
condu&ing of this grand Defign. 

Thb Pbomcians built, in a 

Yea* of the grand and fumptuous Manner, the 

Befort ^^ift ^^^^^ Temple of Dagm^ at Gaza^ 

1117^ ' and artfully fupported it by two 

Sender Columns, not too big to 
grafp in the Arms of Sam/on ; who pulling thepi 
down, the large Roof fell upon 3000 of the Lords 
and Ladies of the Pbiltftinesy and kilkd them ally 
iMB^lf (haring the fame Fate. 
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In after Times, Abibal^ King of 
Tyri^ repaired that City, and fo ^f*' ^ *• 
did his Son Hiram ; under whom ^^^^ » ^^ 
the Kingdom oi Tyre was in a Toc6. 
very flourtfliing Condition : He alfo 
repaired ahd in^uoved feveral Cities in the eaftern 
Parts of bis Dominions ; and being himfelf a 
Mafon, he took the Diredion of the Craft upon 
himfelf, and became a fumptuous Grand Mafterr 
He enbrged Tyre^ and joined it 
to the Temple of Jupiter OlympiuSy Year of the 
ftandingin aplfland : He alfo built Before' cSwif 
two Temples, one to HertuUs^ and 1046. 
the other to Aftarte\ with many 
othPr rich and fplendid Buildings. 

OlTftiNG aU this Period, the Ifraelites^ hf 
their Vicinity to the Artifts of Tyre and Sidm^ 
had great Q^iportunities of cultivating the royal 
Art, wUch they failed not diligently to purfue,. ^ 
and at laft attained to a very high Perfe£lion, as^ 
well in operative Ma(bnry, as in the Regularitjr 
and Difclpline of their well formed Lodges, whidii 
dirough all fucceeding Ages h^s hitherto (ufiEbred aa 
Change^ 
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ITJtf State 3^ M A so N R Y /rom the 
r Fwndation to the Confecration of the 
Temple. 

t ... 

DAVID^ King of IfraeU through the long 
Wars he had with the CanaanitiSj had not 
Lcifure to employ his own Craftfmen, or thofe 
be had obtained from his fteady Friend and Ally, 
King Hiram of Tyre ; for almoft his whole Reign 
was one continued Series of Wars, Fatigues and 
Misfortunes. But at length, having taken the 
City of Jebus^ and Strong-hold of 
Z/^ from his Enemies, he fet the 
Craft about repairing and embellifh- 
ing the Walls, and publick Edifices, 
efpecially in Zion^ where he fixed 
his Refidence -, and which was from him called 
the City of David: As alfo by him, or in his 
Time, the Old Jebus obtained the Name of 



Year of the 

I^ood 1 301. 

Before Cbrifi 

1047. 



Jerufalem. 



DAFID^ now worn, down with 
Years and Infirmities, and drawing 
near his End, aflembled the Chiefs 



Year of the 
-Flood 1333. 

Before Chrift ^ , . „ , . . j ,. 

10 1<. ^^ "^'^ reople, and acquamted them 

. / . * * with his Defign, to have built a 

/nugmBccnt Rcpofitory for tKe Ark of God; 

^laving made p;c<:iX Preparation, for It, ?iii<Ji\aAdi 
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up immenfe Quantities of rich Materials ; as alfo 
Plans and Models for the diiFerent Parts of the 
Strudhirc, with many neceflary Regulations for 
its future Eftabliihment ; but found it was the 
Divine Will, this great Work was to be accom- 
pliihcd by his Son Solomtm, He requefted them ' 
to affift in fo laudable a Work ; and they were 
not backward to fulfil his Requeft ; fo that an 
amazing Quantity of Gold, Silver, Copper, and 
other Metals, befides precious Stones, Marble, 
Porphyry, and other rich Materials were brought 
to him from all Parts of the Kingdom. 

The King died foon after, in the 70th Year 
of his Age, after having reigned . (even Years irt 
Hibron^ over the Houfe of Judah^ and thirty^- 
three over all the Tribes. 

Upon the Death of David^ and 
the Succeffion of Solomon to the Year of the 
Throne, the Aflfcaion Hxram had ™^ ^^^\ 
ever maintained for the Father, loiz. 

prompted him to fend a gratula- 
tory Embafly to the Son, expreffing great Joy tc) 
find the Regality continued in the Family. When 
thcfe Ambafladors returned, Sohmdn embraced 
theOccafion, and wrote a Letter to Hiram in 
thefe Terms : 

King Solomon to King Hiram, greeting, 

** "D E i' known to thee, O King, that my 
** JD Father David had it a long Time in his 
" Mind to crc& a Temple to tVv^ LoiA^ W\.\i€\Tv'?, 
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*« perpetually in War, and under a Neceffity of 
^ clearing bis Hands of his Enemies, and make 
'^ them all his Tributaries, before be could attend 
^ to this great and holy Work, he hath left it to me 
** in Time of Peace, both to begin, and to finifh 
*• it, according to the Direftion, as well as the 
« Prediaion of ALMIGHTV GOD. Bleffed 
^ be his great Name for the prefent Tranquillity 
. *« of my Dominions ! and by his gracious Affiftance, 
•« I (hall now dedicate the beft of Improvements of 
(< this Liberty and Leifure to his Honour and 
«< WorChip, Wherefore I make it myRequeft, 
•* that you will let fome of your People go along 
** with fome Servants of mine to Mount Lehanus^ 
*< to aflift them in cutting down Materials to- 
•* wards this Building ; for the Sidonians under- 
*« ftand it much better than we do. As for the 
U Workmens Reward, or Wages, whatever you 
<< think reafonable fliall be pundually paid them."^ 

HIRAM was highly pleafed with this Let- 
ter, and r^rncd the following Anfwcr : 

King Hiram to King $QlQmon. 

« I^TO THING could have been more 
*• i^ welcome to me, than to underftand that 
*' the Government of your bleffed Father is de- 
«* volved, by God's Providence, into the Hands 
«* of fo excellent, fo wife, and fo virtuous a Sue- 
^' ceHbr ; Hh holy Name b« ^mfed fox \t I TVv^t 
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^ which you write for iBiall be done with all Care 
*« and Good- Will: For I will give Qrder to cut 
«< down, and export fuch Quantities of the faireft 
«< Cedars, and Cyprefs-Trees, as you fliall have 
*« Occaiion for : My People &all bring them to 
** the Sea-fide for you, and from thence (hip them- 
*» away to what Port you pleafe, where they may 
«* lie ready fpr your own Men to tranfport them to 
•* 'Jirufaltm^ It would be a great Obligation, 
«* after all this, to allow us fuch a Provifion of 
*' Corn in Exchange, as may ftand with your 
" Coavenience \ for that is the Commodity wc 
*« Iflbders W&|t moft." 

SOLOMON wsis highly pleafed with thit 
Anfwer of the Tyrian King, and in Return for 
his generous Oflfers, ordered him a yearly Prefent 
of 20,000 Meafures of Wheat, and 20,000 Mea- 
fkires ot iine- Oil for his Hou(hold ; befides the 
&me Quantity of Barley, Wheat, Wine and 
Oil, which he engaged . to give Hiram*s Mafons, 
who were to be employed in the intended Wor|c 
of the Temple« Hiram was to fend the. Cedars, 
Fir, and other Woods, upon Floats to Joppa^ 
there to be delivered to whom Sohmm ihoutd direA, 
in order to be carried to JirufaUm, He fent him 
alfb a Man of his own Name, a Tyrkm by Birth, 
but of Ifroilitijh Defcent, who was a fecond 
Bfmlteh and honoured by his King with the Title 
of Father; and in 2 Chrm. ii. 13. is called 
Hjkam Abiw. ThU iutfiixt4 \A3%t hj^^ 
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without Queftion, the moft cunning, flcilful and' 
curious Workman that ever lived, whofe Abilities 
were not confined to Building only, but extended 
to all Kinds of Work, whether m Gold, Silver;' 
Bnife, or Iron ; whether in Linen, Tapeftry, or 
Embroidery ; whether confiil^red as an Architefl:, 
Statuary, Founder or Defigner, feparately or to- 
gether, he equally excelled. From his Deiigns, 
and under his Direftion, all the rich and fplcndid 
Furniture of the Temple, and its feveral Appen- 
dages, were begun, carried on, and finifhed. 
Solomon appointed him, in his Abfence, to fill thz 
Chair, as Deputy- Grand-Mafter ; -and in his Prc- 
fence, Senior Grand-Warden, Maftcr of Work, 
and general Overfeer of a]l Artifts, &s well thofe 
whom Daiid had formerly procured from Tyre 
and Sidon, as thofe Hiram fhouJd now fend. The 
Fellow- Crafts were ordered to be partitioned into 
Lodges, of a certain Number, with a Matter 
and Wardens. in each,. to be duly paid, fed, and 
cloathed, aad to take Care of their SuccejQion : 
Thu9 a lading Foundation was laid of perfe£l 
Harmony, Love, and Friendihip ; each knew 
his peculiar Bufinefs and Duty, and the grand 
Defign was Yigoroufly purfued. The Alliance 
between thefe wife and learned Princes ended 
only with their Lives. 

DiVSj the Hiftorian, tells us, that the Love 
of Wifdom was the chief Inducement to that 
Tenderncfs of Fricnd(hip betwixt Hiram and 
SQlmm I that they interchanged difficult, and 

myfterious 
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myfterious Qucftions, and Points of Art, to be 
folved acc9rding to the true Reafon and Naiture 
of the Matter in Hand. Mendnder^ of Ephefus^ 
vrbo tranflatcd the Tyrian Annals, out of the 
Philijiine Tongue, > into Greeks alfo relates, that 
when any of . thefe Propofitions proved too hard 
for tbofe wife and learned Princes, Abdeymonus^ or 
Jtbdmnmus^ the T^/Vv, called in the old Confti^ 
' tutiohs, Aymoftj or HRram Ahif^ anfioered every 
JDeifice that was put to him^ 2 Chron. ii. 14 ; and 
even challenged Solomon^ though the wifeft Princ6 
on Earth, with the Subtlety of theQueftions he 
propofed. 

To' carry on this ftupendous'Work with greater 
Eafe and Speed, Solomon caufed all the Craftfmen, 
as- well Native as Foreigners, to be numbered, 
and clalled as follows, viz. 

1. iW^OZ)/^/; Princes, Rulers 1 ^^ 
orProvofts, in Number I ^ 

2. MENATZCHIM, Over-1 
feers and Comforters of the People in I 
working, that were expert Majier- T - ^^ 
Mafim J 

S'GHIB LI My Stone-Squarers,"^ 
Polifliers and Sculptors; and IS HI 
CHOTZEB^ Men of Hewing ;(^ 
and BEN A I, Setters, Layers or?" 8o,ooa 
Builders, being able and ingenious V 
Fellow-Crafts J , , ' , 

Carried over 83,600 

4. The 
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Brought over 83,600 

4* The Levy out of I/rael, ap-1 
pointed to w6rk in Lebanon^ one I 
Month in three, 10,000 every Month, \ 30,00$ 
under the Diredion of noble Adenirofm \ 
.who was the junior Grand-Warden. J 

All the Free-Mafons employed iny ■ ■ 
the Work of the Temple, cxclufivcS 113,600 
of the two Grand- Wardens, were J 

Besides the IJh Sabbal, or Men of Burthen, 
the Remains of the Old Canaanites^ amounting 
to 70,000, who are not numbered among Mafons. 

When they were all duly marflialled, Sohmmt 
who had been ftill adding immenfe Quantities of 
GoW, Silver, precious Stones, and other rich 
Materials, to thofe which David had laid up be- 
fore his Death, put them into proper Hands, to 
be wrought into an almoft infinite Variety of 
Ornaments. The vaft Number of Hands em- 
pbyed, and the Diligence, Skill, and Dexterity 
of the Majiir ef Wori^ the Overfeers and Fellow- 
Crafts, was Aich, that he was able to level the 
FMUStom qS this vaft Strufturc in the fourth Year 
of his Reign, the third after the Death of David^ 
and the 4^th after the Children of IfraePs paffing 
y ^£ ^Yit ^^^ Rid'Sfa. This magnificent 
Vorld «992, Work was begun in Mount Meriah^ 
of the Flood on Monday^ the fecond Day of the . 
"336j before Month Zify which anfwers to th<^ 
Cftrrjf loia. ^^cnty.firft of our ApriU being the 
fecond Month of the facred Years and was car- 
ried 
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ried on with fuch prodigious Speed, that it waa 
iiniflied in all its Parts in Iktie more than feven 
Years, which happened on the eighth Day of the 
Month Bul^ which anfwers to the twenty-third 
of* our O^fobtr^ being the feyenth Month of the 
facred Year, and the eleventh of King Solomm. 
What is ftill more aftoni£hing, is, that every Piece 
of it, whether Timber, Stone, or Metal, were 
brought ready cut, framed, and poliflied, to 
Jerufalem \ fo that no other Tools were wanted^ 
or heard, than what were neceflary to join the 
federal Parts together. All the Noife of Ax, 
Hammer, and Saw, was confined to Lebanm^ the 
Quarries and Plains of Zeredatbahy that nothing 
might be heard among the Mafons of Sion^ fave 
Harmony and Peace, 

Thk Length of the Temple, or Holy Place, 
from Wall to Wall, was fixty Cubits of the facred 
Meafure ; the Breadth twenty Cubits, or one 
third of its Length ; and the Height thirty 
Cubits to the upper Ceiling, diftindi from the 
Porch : So that the Temple was twice as long and 
large every Way as the Tabernacle. The Porch 
was 1 20 Cubits high; its Length twenty ^ and 
Breadth ten Cubits. The Harmony and Symmetry 
of the three Dimenfions in the Temple are very 
remarkable, which are the Proportions congruous 
to the diree great Concords in Mufick, which 
maft be a grateful Proportion to the Eye, as that 
Harmony In Mufick is fo exceedingly ravifhing to 
the Ear. The Oracle, or Moft Holy Place, wa$ 
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a perfcS Cube of twenty Cubits, thereby (ha- 
idowing the Perfeftion of Happinefs : The great 
Philofopher, ArifiotUy fays, that he who bears the 
Shocks of Fortune valiantly, and demeans him- 
Telf uprightly, is truly good, and of afquare Pofture 
without Reproof. Befides, as the fquare Figure is . 
^e moft firm in Building, fo this Dimenfion of 
the Oracle was to denote the Conflancy, Duration 
and Perpetuity of Heaven. The Wall of the 
Outer Court, or that of the GentiUsj was 7700 
Feet in Compafs, and all the Courts and Apart- 
ments would contain 300,000 People : The 
Whole was adorned with 1453 Columns of Parian 
Marble, twitted, fculpturcd, and voluted, with 2906 
Pilaftres, decorated with magnificent Capitals, and 
about double that Number of Windows, befides 
thofe in the curious Pavement. The Oracle and 
Sanftuary was lined with mafly Gold, adorned 
with all the Embellifhments of Sculpture, and fet 
with numerous, moft gorgeous, and dazzling De- 
corations of Diamonds and all Kinds of precious 
Stones. 

No Stru£hire was ever to be compared with 
iJic Temple, for its cxaflly proportioned and 
beautiful Dimenfions, from the magnificent Por- 
tico on the Eaft, to the glorious and reverend 
SanSfum SanSforum on the Weft j with^the nu- 
merous Apartments for the Kings, Princes, San- 
hedrim, Priefts, Levites and People of Ifraeh and 
the Outer Court for the Gentiles ^ it being an Houfe 
ofPmyer for all Nations, TVv^ Vtg^^a. ^^"v\. 
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highly tranfcendcd all that we are now capable to 
imagine, and has ever been eftecmed the fincft 
Piece of Mafonry upon Earth, before or fince. 

The old Conftitutions aver, that 
fome ihort Time before the Confe- Year of the 
crationof the Temple, KingHir^^n KrV& 
came from Tyre to take a View of gg^. 

that mighty Edifice, and to infpe£l 
the different Parts thereof, in which he was ac- 
companied by King Solomon^ and the Deputy 
Grand Matter, HramJbifi and after his View 
thereof, declared the Temple to be the utmoft 
Stretch of human Art. Solomon here again re- 
newed the League with Hit amy and made him a 
Prefent of the facred Scriptures, tranflated into 
the Syn'ac Tongue, which it is faid is ftill extant 
among the Maromtes, and other Eaftern Chrifti- 
ans, under the Name of the old Syriac Veriion. 

Th E Temple of Jehovah being finiflied, under 
the Aufpices of the wife and glorious King of 
IfreeU Solomon^ the Prince of Architefiure, and 
the<jRAND Master Mafon of his Day, the 
Fraternity celebrated the Cape-Stone with great 
Joy ; but their Joy was foon interrupted by the fud- 
den Death of their dear and worthy Matter ICram 
Jbif\ nor lefs was the Concern of King Solomon^ 
who after fome Time allowed to the Craft to vent 
their Sorrow, ordered his Obfequies to be per- 
formed with great Solemnity and Decency, and 
buried him in the Lodge near the Ten^k, ac- 
C cording 
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cording to the ancient Ufages among Mafonsj i 
long mourned for his JLofs. 

Th£ Fame of this grand Edifice foon promp 
the Inquifitive of all Nations to travel, and fpc 
fome Time at Jerufalem^ and furvey its Excelh 
cies, as far as was allowed to the GentiUs; and tl 
foon found, that the joint Skill of all the Wo 
came infinitely fhort of the IJraeliteSf in 
Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty of their Archit 
ture, by which, as by the moft perfed Patte 
they refolved to'corredl that of their own Coi 
tries at their Return. 



CHAP. IV. 

The State ^Masonry from t 
Conficration td the DeJlruSHon 
Solomon'i Temple^ and Captivity 
the Jews. 

TH E Work of the Temple being compleat 
the Fraternity were next employed 
* carrying on other great Works in Jerufakm ; 
alfo in building the Houfe of the Foreft of . 
barton^ with a large Watch-Tower, that loo] 
on the Road to Damafcus ; and feveral Cities 
the Road from Jerufalem to Lebanon ; the St 
Cities Eaft and Weft of Jordan-^ the Cities of j. 
I Ma| 
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Magedon and Gaxara^ in the Land of the Phi* 
liftines : And laft of all Tadmor^ in the Defart to- 
wards 5»yr/^, one Day's Journey from th^ Euphrates^ 
and fix from Babylon^ called in later Times by 
the Greek's Palmyra^ with a lofty Palace in it : 
The vaft and glorious Ruins of this once great 
City, in Marble Pillars, Arches, and other grand 
Remains, has been at large defcribed, and are 
fcen by Travellers to this Day. 

All thefe and many more coftly 
Edifices were finiflied in the fliort Year of the 
Space of thirteen Years after the J|j^^ J,|Jg 
Temple, by the Care of 550 Prin- ^79. 

ces, or Matters of Work : For 
Mafonry was carried on throughout all the King- 
dom of I/rael, and many Lodges were conftituted 
under Grand-Mafter Solomm^ who, as the old 
Conftitutions relate, annually aflembled the 
Grand Lodge, at Jerufalem^ to preferve the 
Cement of the Fraternity, and tranfmit their 
Affairs to the lateft Pofterity. 

Upon the Deceafe of Sobmm^ 
many of his Mafons began to tra- Year of the 
vcl, and carried with them the ^^^ ^^Jh 
high Tafte of Archite£hire, with ^^j, 

the Secrets of the Fraternity, into 
the feveral States of Afia and Africa^ and aUb into 
Eur9pi \ for the Tradition is, that they travelled to 
Hercubs^s Pillars in the Weft •> ^oid to CaA<r|^ vcv^Sofc 
JEitfi. Md the old Conftitutions da ttiDttON^t %S6x«i^ 
that one called Ntitus^ who liad btett ^t iJcft >wad 
Cz 
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ing of the Temple, brought the refined Know- 
ledge of the Science and the Art into Germany and 
Gaul. 

> In many Places, being highly favoured, they 
obtained fpecial Privileges ; and becaufe they 
taught their liberal Art to the Free-born only, 
they were called Free-Masons; conftituting 
Lodges in the Places where they were employed 
in Building, by the Encouragement of the Great, 
Noble, and Wealthy, who foon requefted to be ac^ 
cepted as Members of the Lodge, and Brothers of 
the Craft ; till by. Merit, thofe Free and Accepted 
Mafons came to be Mafters and Wardens. Then 
it was that Kings, Princes and Potentates became 
Grand-Mafters, each in his own Dominions, in 
Imitation of Sohmm j fo that the Gentile Nations 
improved every where beyond Expreffion, and be- 
came excellent Mafons. 

The Divifion of Solomon*^ Do- 
Year of the minions into the Kingdoms of ^^^Z 

i^'f ^ 1374- and Judab, did not much afFcftthe 
Before Chnft „ *^ ...«,,. ^ « 
074, Fraternity, or difturb their Lodges : 

For Jeroboam ordered them to build 
him two Palaces, the one at Sichem^ and the other 
at Penuel ; and alfo to make and ereft the two 
curious Statues of the Golden Calves, with Tern* 
pics for their WorQiip, the one in Bethel, and the 
oUier in Dan, which were worfliipped by the 
JfraeliUs till they were taken and carried away 
by S^/mane/ar and Tiglatb-Pikfer. Km^^Baafia 
huih 77rzab fyx his Palace i atv^'Km^Omri W>Nx. 

Samma 
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Samaria for his Capital ; where his Son King. 
Ahab built a large and funnptuous Temple for his 
Idol Baal^ afterwards dcftroycd by King Jt^hu^ 
and a Palace of Ivory, befides many Caftles and 
fenced Cities. 

The Peopk of Leffer Afia became excellent 
Mafons, particularly at Sardis in Lydia^ and alt 
along the SeaCoaft in their mercantile Cities, and 
efpccially at Ephefus^ where the old Temple of 
Diana, which had been built in the 

. Days of AA/es, and burnt down J^^ ^^^ ^'^« 
fome Years after the Death of So- ggfo^e Q^.-j 
hmon, was now ordered te be re- ^^i, 

edified in great Splendor. Ac- 
cordingly the Kings of Afia refounded and adorned' 
it with 127 Pillars of the bed Marble, in two 
Rows, in the Form of a double Portico, each 
fixty Feet high, and thirty- fix of them were of 
moft cxquifitc Sculpture, by thcDirefliion of Dre- 
fybm and ArcbiphroHy the Difciples of Solomon's 
Travellers : But it was not finiflied till the Days 
of Hezekiab, King of Judahy by Demetrius.^ and 

' Paonius the Ephefian, having empbyed the Crafc 

. for 220 Years. 

Th e Temple of Diana was of the hnic Oder, 
in Length /^%s Feet, in Breadth 220, with a duly 
proportioned Height. This magnificent and ad- 
mirable Fabric became the third of the feven 
Wonders of Art, and the Miftrefs of Leffir 
Afia\ and which for its aftonifliing Workmanihip, 

. Xirx^f the avowed Enemy of lirwt<jj Wo\- 
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ibip, thought fit to leave ftanding, while he burnt 
all the other Temples in his Way to Greice. 

Bur on the fame Day that 
%\^Ia ^ ^^^ Alexander the Great was born, after 
Before clnj *^ ^^^ *^^ 3^5 Years from the 
3^6. Time of its being finiihed, this beau- 

tiful Edifice was burnt to the 
Ground by a Villain, who thought thereby to 
tranfmit his Name to Pofterity ; for upon being 
put to the Rack he acknowledged that his only 
View was, that by deftroying fo excellent a Work, 
he might perpetuate his Name, and make it be 
remembered in after Ages : Whereupon the Coun- 
cil of JJia made a Decree, that no one fhould 
ever name him ; but thisr made him fo much the 
more remembered, fo remarkable an Extrava- 
gance fcarce efcaping any of the Hiftorians that 
have written of thoTe Times. It wa[s again rebuilt 
by the famous ArchitsA and Defigner, Denocrates^ 
at the Expence of the neighbouring Princes and 
Sutes. 

The Jffyrian Monarchs, ever fincc Nimrod 

and Nitaa^ had cultivated the Royal Art, efpecially 

at their great Nineveh^ down to Sardanapalus^ 

who being beiieged by his Brother 

Year of the Ttglatb-PiUfir^ and his General, 

Flood 1C9?- Nabtmajfar, burnt himfelf, hb Fa- 

fro. inUy> and ^^ Treafure in old 

Nimr^s Palace, in the twelfth 

Year of J^iham, King of Judab i when the 

Empire 
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Empire was partitioned between Ttglatb^ who 
fucceeded at Nimveh^ and Nabonajfar^ who 
reigned over Chald^ea. 

NJBONjiSSJR, called alfo Belefts and 
Baladan^ was an excellent ArchiteA and Aflro- 
nomer; and during hb whole Reign, employed 
and encouraged the Craft, parti- 
cularly in building the great Bahy- Xf^\ ^^^^^« 

I C ^u § • • r 1: • ^looA 1601. 

to : From the Begmnmg of his 3^^^^^ (;^^,^ 
Reign, commenceth the famous ^^y. 

agronomical ^ra, which fiill bears 
his Name. The Science, and the Art long flou* 
rifhed under the Babylonian Princes, and extended 
now to the remoteft Parts of Jfia. About this 
Time, alfo, we find that 'old Mafonry took a 
weftern Courfe ; for the Difciples of Sckmn''^ 
Travellers, by the Encouragement of Pxinccs u:.d 
States in the Weil, built, enlarged, cmbellilhed 
and adorned' Cities paft Number, particularly 
Conflaniinople^ Rome^ Ravenna^ and many more 
in Greece^ Italy^ Spain and GauL 

The Syrians adorned Damafcus^ 
by the AiEftance of SUiimon'^ Ma- Year of the 
fons, with a lofty Temple, a royal JJj^f^ '^-^ 
Palace, and a public Altar of moft ^^q^ 

admirable Workmanfhip, which 
laft fo ravifhed ufAaz, King of Judah^ that he 
caufed a Pattern thereof to be taken, and fcnt it 
to Urtjah^ the High-Prieft of Jtrufalem ; and 
\ipon bisReturn> having removed the Altar of 
C 4 the 
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the Lord out of its Place in the Temple, ordered 
this new Altar to be fet up in its Stead. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR capti- 
Year of the vated all the Royal Family, and 
Keld Flower of the Nobles of 7W«^ 

1760. efpecially of the more mgenioas 

Before Cbrift Craftfmen, that were of the fair- 

588. eft Countenance and quickeft Parts, 

laid wafte the whole Land of 
Jfraeli and with numberlcfs other fine Edifices, 
deftroyed the glorious and inimitable Temple of 
Solomon : For in the fifth Month, on the feventh 
Day of the Month, /. e, towards the End of our 
Julyy came Nebuzaradan^ Captain of the Guards 
to the KXngoi Babykny to Jerufalem^ and after hav- 
ing taken out all the (acred VefTels, and the two fa- 
mous Pillars, that were in the Temple, and all the 
Riches that could be found in the King's Palace, 
and the City : He did, purfuant to the Command 
of his Mafter, on the tenth of the fame Month, 
fet both the Temple and City on Fire, overthrew 
all the Walls, Fortrefles and Towers belonging 
thereto, wholly rafing titd levelling it to the 
Ground, till he had brought all to a through and 
perfeft Defolation. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR, being 
Year of the now at Reft from all his Wars, and 

B ffe Cbr% ^^^^^ *" ^"" **^^^ ^^ *''""^' ^^ 
^ ^C70. applied himfelf with great Induftry 

to the carrying on this grand De- 

fign in finifliing of his Buildings at Babylon, and 

employed 
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employed therein all the able Artifts of Judea^ 
and other Captives to join his own CImldean Ma- 
fons ; who by their joint Labour made it the 
fourth of the fcven Wonders of Art. The mod 
famous Works therein were the Walls of the City, 
the Temple of Belus^ in which were placed the 
brazen Sea, the Pillars, fcTf. brought homjerufalem^ 
the Palace and hanging Gardens, the River and the 
artificial Lake and Canals, made for draining that 
River. In the Magnificence and Expence of 
which Works, he much exceeded whatfocver had 
been done by any King before him : And ex^ 
cepting the amazing Wall of Cbina^ nothing like 
it has been fince attempted whereby ^y one elfe 
can be equalled to him. This fumptuous Grand'- 
MqfteTj alfo, caufed to fit^crededio the Plains x>f 
Dura a golden Image q( tbeir God Baal^ fixty 
Cubits high, and fix broad ; Qontaining 7.000 Attic 
Drachma's of Gold, according to Diodorus^ which 
amounts to three MiUioiis and a half of our 
Money. 

The Jeurijb Captives, after Nebuchadnezzar's 
Death, kept themfelves at Work in regukr 
Lodges, waiting the appointed Time of their De- 
liverance ; for Beljhazzar being 
flain, Cyrus^ the Perftan^ foon after Year of the 

removed the imperial Seat to Sufiana. ^^^^ J^ ' ^; 
•nr j1Zi_ t> \ Before Lbhjt 

in Ferfia^ and thereby put an End ^-g ' 

to the Babylonian Empire, after it 

had ftood 209 Years j and promifcd the Ifraelites 

C 5 great 
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great Favour, and a fpcedy Reftoration to tl 
own Land. 

The Mfdis and Pirfiam 1 
Year of the xmz\i improved in the Royal A 
fctoe Chrih ^^ ^'^^ ^"^^ out-done tlic AJfyri 
707. i» Mafonry at Echatana^ wh 

being repaired, beautified and va 
enlarged by Deioces^ King of the Medes^ v 
reigned there with great Wifdom, H6nour \ 
Prosperity for above fifty Years ; during wh 
Time he conftantly employed the Fraternity, : 
it becoming a great City, he is for this Reaf 
by the Greeks^ thought to be the Founder of 
Alfo Sufiana and Perfepolisy with many more 1 
Cities were built before the Perftans had overco 
the AJj^ians isA Bsb^Mdans in War, where t 
had flievm admirabif^Sfill ; but yet did not cc 
up to the Accuracy ^ the Temple, and ot 
StruiSuresofr 
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CHAP. V. 

7be State of Masonry from 
Grmd^MaJier Cyrus, to Grand-Maf- 
ter Sclcucus Nicator. 



GTRXJSj now King of Kings, 
and Founder of the Per/tan ^^ ^^^^* 
Empire, ifiued out hb Decree for ^^g^ ChHfi 
reftoring the Jiws unto their own 5^6. 

Land, and the rebuilding of the 
Temple at Jiru/aUm : And cpnftituted for his 
principal Grand-Mafter of Jiulea^ Zerubabtk the 
Son of Salathiil^ under the Title of Ttrjhathay by 
immediate Commiffion from him. All the Vefieb 
of Gold and Silver brought to Babylon from 
Jerufalimj were, by this Decree, ordered to be 
delivered by A^thndatb^ the King's Treafurer, to 
Zerubabel^ whb carried them back to Jerufalem ; 
the Veflcis that were at this Time reftorcd, a- 
mounted to 5400, the Remainder was brought 
back by E%ra^ in the Reign of Jrtaxerxes Longi' 
nrnmu many Years after. But before the Temple 
was half finilhed, Cyrus died, which then put a 
Stop to the Work) and afterwards by various Arti- 
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fices of his Succeflbrs ; yet in twenty Years it was 

finifhed, which happened in the 

j5^o^^^« fixth Year of Darius H^afpes ^ 

Before Cb^ik ^^^^ f^*" inferior to the Temple of 

^,6. Sdomon^ cither for Extent or Dcco* 

ration, yet being in the true SoTa^ 

monlan Style, it was the fineft Building upon 

Earth. The Sidonians were frank and liberal 

towards this Work, as in the Days of Uiramy 

bringing down Cedar-Planks in Abundance from 

Lihanus to the Sea-Shore, and from thence into 

the Port of Joppa^ as they had been ordered firft 

by Cyrusy and after him by Darius, Here, alfo, 

the curious Craftfmen held ftated and regular 

Lodges, as in the Days t>f Solomon^ aflbciated with 

the Mafter-Maibns, giving Lectures, and fhidly 

adhering to good old Ufegcs. 

DARIUS was a Prince of 
Year of the Wrfdom, Cltmcncy and Juftice ; 

Sfofc a% ^"^ ^^^^ *^ Honour to have his 
C20. Name recorded in Holy Writ for 

a Favourer of Godls People, a Re- 
ftorer of his Temple, and a Promoter of his 
Worfbip therein ; he was blefled with a numerous 
Iflue, a long Reign, and grciat Profpcrity. lii 
the Time of his Reign, firft appeared In Perjia\ 
the famous Ztrdujht or Zoroajiresy the Archimagus 
oxGrand'MaJier o^ the Magians: He was called 
the Teacher of all Human and Divine Know- 
ledge i and his Difciplcs were great Improvers of 
Geometry, and the liberal ArtSj w^dvivt many 
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Palaces and Fire Temples in the Empire, and long 
flouriOicd in Eaftern Afia. A Remnant of them 
arc ftill to be found in Perfta^ and feveral Parts of 
the Eaft, who retain many Ufages peculiar to the 
Free-Mafons s but they are not confidered in a 
religious View, for every Brother is left to Liberty 
of Confciience, being only ftriftly charged to 
maintain the Cement of the Lodge, and the 
Articles of Nmh, 

AHA SUER US, called Ar- 
iaxerxii Longimanus, having mar- Year of the 
r!cd the beautiful Jewefs, Queen £j^ ^^g 
EfibiTy became a great Favourer of 510. 

the yews 5 and in the third Year of 
his Reign, he made a great Feaft in his Palace of 
Suza ; And the Drinking was acarrding to the Law^ 
none did compel : For fo tbe King had appointed to all 
the Officers of his Houfe, that they Jhould do according 
to every Marfs Pleafure. Eft. i. v. 8. He alfo 
appointed Ezra^ the learned Scribe, to fucceed 
Zerubahel in the Direction of the Craft ; who 
built many Synagogues as well in Jerufalem as in 
the other Cities of Judea : And next to him 
Nebemiahy who built the ftrong 
.Walls of jerufalem : He for that Year of the 
Purpofe divided his Workmen into Jj^^ J,j93- 
Clailes or Companies, more pro- ^ ^^^ 

perly Lodges, and affigned to each 
of them the Quarter where they were to work, 
and their Places of Refrelhment j but referved to 
hixafdf the Revicwal and DlttaVou 0? \i»Wbttfe^ 
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in which he laboured fo effeftually as to complcat 

the Work, notwithftanding the utmofi Efforts of 

bis Enemies, both within and without the Walls, 

to retard his Defign. While Part of the Craft 

were carrying on the Building, the other flood to 

their Arms to defend them againft any fudden 

Attack : And all had their Arms at Hand, even 

while they worked, to be ready at a Signal given 

to draw together to any Part, where the E- 

nemy fhould be difcovered to be coming upon 

them. 

DARIUS NO THUS gave 

Year of the Leayg to SanballeU the Horonite^ 

pif^ ffi the Friend and Advocate of the 
jseiore U9rttt , % >%* rr^ % 

408. Samaritans^ to build a Temple upon 

Mount Geriztm, near Samaria^ and 
fo far infinuated himfelf into the Favour of Darius^ 
as to procure the High-Priefthood for Manajfts^ 
his Son-in-Law, and Brother to Jaddua the High* 
Pricft of Jirufalem. This Temple ftood in Splen- 
dor till dcmoliihed by John Hyrcanus^ who levelled 
the City and Temple with the Ground ; and com- 
pelled all the Idumaans to conform to the Law of 
Mofis. Afttr Nihemiabj the High-Prieft of 7/r«. 
faUnh was ufually the Provincial Grand-Majfer of 
Judiaj as well under the Pfrfians as the Greeks 
and Rnnansm 
- Un d e r Darm Ocbus, Maufolus King of Carta ^ 
in Lejer Afia^ died, which Accident was ren- 
dered famous by the great Grief which Artmefia^ 
who was both bis Sifter and bis Wife, cxpreflcd 
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for his Lo(s. Before (he died, fhe 
iook Care for the crcaing that fe- Y(^ of the 
mous Monument for him, at HaU- ^^^^ ^C^k 
cdrnajfus^ which was reckoned the ^^j. 

fifth of the fcven Wonders of the 
World, and from whence all Monuments of more 
than ordinary Magnificence are called Maufiitum. 
It was in Length from North to South fixty-three 
Cubits, in Circuit 411 Feet, and in Height 140 
Feet, furrounded with 136 Columns of moft 
admirable Sculpture; and the Fronts, £aft and 
Weft, had Arches fcventy-thrce Feet wide, with 
a Pyramid on the fide Wall, ending in a pointed 
Broach, on which was a Coach with four Horfes of 
one Marble Stone. All was performed by the four 
beft Mafons of the Age, Scopasj Lgocbares^ Timotbeus^ - 
and Briax. 

Aftsr the Fredion of S$lomoH\ or as fome 
think, the fecond Temple, the Royal Art was 
brought into Gresce^ where the Cnift was en- 
courage to the utmoft, and Geometry every where 
cultivated with uncommon Induflry ; many noUe 
Stnidures were ereded, which to this Day £hew 
their former Magnificence and Grandeur, though 
many of thofe early Performances of the Graks in 
Architefiure have been loil in the Ruins of Time. 

The Greiksy however, were not 
very famous for their high Tafte in ^f^^ o^ ^l»c 
the Royal Art, till the Time of J]^^ ^°f^ 
nalis the Milifian^ who was the ^.^^ 
firft that brought Geometry with 
very great iiiprovements out o£ Egjtt \tv\a Grtett . 
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PYTHAGORAS, the Scholar of nates, 
alfo, travelled into Egypt, and from thence to 
Babylon, in which Countries he continued twenty* 
two Years, became the Difciplc of ZoroaJIreSj and 
acquired all the Learning of the Magians ; as 
well as the Law of Mofes^ and the facred Writings 
from the Babylonian Jews. Upon his Return into 
Greece, he became the Head of a 
X^L^^ J^^ new Seft, and alfo formed an Aca- 
Before Chl^ft ^^^J^ ^^ Lodge of good Geome^ 
^i6. tricians, to whom he communi- 

cated the Secrets of the Science and 
the Art, and all the Ufages of the Free-Mafonsj, 
and fbon after difcovered, with many other Pro- 
pofitions, the^orty-feventh of the fir ft Book of 
EucUdj which if rightly underftood, is not only 
the Foundation of Mafonry, but of all Proportions 
and Dimenfions wHatfoever. This by Mafons h 
called his Eureka, becaufe tliey Have it by Trar 
dition that he was the Inventor of it. 

After the Death of Pythagoras, Geometry 
was the darling Study of the Greeks^ and theiir 
learned Men reduced the noble Science tb the U(& 
of ingenious Mechanicks of all Soiits, that perform 
by Geometry, as well as the Operators in Stone 
and Brick. And as Mafonry and Geometry now 
went Hand in Hand, many Lodges appeared, 
efpecially in the Grecian Republicks, where Li* 
berty. Trade and Learning flouriihed ; efpecially at 
Sicyon, Athens and Corinth, and the Cities of bnia 
till they brought to full Perfeflion, their beautiful 
Doricy Ionic and Corinthian Orders in Arcbkeihire. 

to 
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It would require a large Volume 
to defcribe all the famous Buildings Year of the 
with which the City of Athens only ^^^f^ ^ 
was adorned : It was under the long ^^g, 

and glorious Government of Peri- 
cksj that Aihens enriched with Temples, Porticoes 
and Statues, became the Admiration of all the 
neighbouring States, and rendered herfelf almoft 
as iliuftrious by the Magnificence of her Baildings, 
as (he WIS for the Glory of her Exploits in Wi:r. 
Thus were the Jtbenians infpired with a Tafte for 
all the fine Arts : For Pericles fet all the able Hands 
to work; and raifed fo lively an Emulation among 
the mod excellent Craftfmen in every Kind, that, 
ibiely intent upon immortalizing their Names, 
diey u(cd their utmoft Endeavours, in all Works 
committed to their Care, to excel each other, and 
to furpafs the Magnificence of the Defign by the 
Beauty and Spirit of the Execution. It might 
have been believed, that there was not a fmgle 
Building, but muft have required a great Number 
of Years, and a long Succeffion of Men to com- 
pleat it : And yet, to the Aftonifliment of every 
Body, they were all carried to fo furprizing a De- 
gree of PerfeSion under the Government of one 
Man ; and that too in a very few Years, confider- 
ing the Difficulty and Excellency of the Work- 
manfhip. 

Such was the great Perfeflion that the fine 
Arts had now attained to in Greece^ that to at- 
tempt 
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tempt to particularize the Arts, or enumerate the 
Artifts, would baffle all Dcfcription. 

GREECE abounded every where with the 
moft famous and expert Architcdls, Mafons, Sculp- 
tors, Statuaries, Painters, Defigncrs, Philofophers 
and Academifts ; from whofe Subtilties in Art, 
and Improvement in all the liberal Sciences, the 
Fellow-Crafts were taught to be the beft Operators 
upon Earth. All the excellent Painters and Phi- 
lofophers arc in the Lift of ancient ArchiteSs j 
they all taught Geometry, and many of them 
pradifed operative Mafonry, and being Gentlemen 
of great Repute, they were generally at the Head 
of the Craft, who by their fine Defigns and Draw- 
ings, as well as their prudent Government of the 
Lodges, bred up many able Artifts. By a Law in 
Greece^ no Slave was allowed to learn the feven 
liberal Sciences, or thofe of the Free*born : Thefe, 
according to the old Conftitutions, are Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Gbometry, 
Mufic'andAftronomy ; fo that in Gr^^r, alfo, we 
find the Fraternity were called Frei-Masons, 
and in their many Lodges, the Noble and Learned 
were accepted as Brothers at this Time, and after- 
wards for many Ages. 

JLEXANDER, tht Mace^ 

Year of the ^ian^ having overcome Dutikj C9- 

Sf ^Cbrik ^^'^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Granicus^ and in the 

^^- . Battles of IJfus and Arbela^ taking 

Tyre and Gaza^ and foon over- ran 

JJ E^jpti when poor Darius flying into BaSiria^ 
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was there murdered by one of his own Generals : 
After a Continuance of 207 Years, in him ended 
the Perfiafiy and \vi Alexander began X}ciZ Grecian 
Empire. In one of Alexander's drunken Frolic kv, 
he burnt the rich and fplendid City of PerfefKi., 
which was truly a City of Palaces in the b-ft 
Style; but all its Beauty and Splendor could ;* i 
prefervc it from the inebriated Fury of this i no- 
lent Oifturber and common Enemy of the human 
Race ; by no Means to be allowed to>rank in tlic 
Lifts of true Mafons. 

However, hU Archlteft, the ^^°^//;' 
renowned ViHocrates^ before men- ^^^ C^V^i 
tioncd, prevailed with him to per- '«i2. 

form fome grand Defign, and to en- 
courage the Fraternity ; he propofed to him to ii- 
pofe Mount Atbos into the Form of that Prince's 
Statue, with a City in one Hand, and in the other 
a huge Lake to water that City ; but this great 
Defiga never took EtkSt. The Ambition of 
AUxamUr prompted him to the Building of a new 
City in Egjpt^ in a very convenient Place over- 
againft the Ifland of Pharusy and called it Alexan-^ 
dridy which thenceforth became the Capital of 
that Kingdom. It is remarked by Varro^ that 
at the Tune of building Alexandria^ the Ufe of the 
Papyrus was firft found out, and ufed in that City 
by the Fellow-Crafts to draw out theitDefigns 
and Plans for different Parts of their Work, and 
other Ufcs, The Papyrus^ in its proper Significa- 
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'..'n, is a Sort of great Bulrufh, growing in thiB' 
"\ ^^kAics of Egypt^ near the Nile. It runs up into^ 
iiangular Stalk to the Height of about fifteca* 
I cct, and is ufgally a Foot and Half in Circum- 
ft t?:xe. Thefe whe« flaked and fepirated from 
tljc Stalk, made the Paper ufed by the Ancients, 
a ul which from the Name of the Tree that bore 
•^, tliey called, alfo. Papyrus. The Manner how 
it v.'.is fitted for Ufe may be fecn in the eleventh 
fcvu' twelfth Chapters of the thirteenth Book of 
/^'V/n's Natural Hiflory. Demcrates was the Af* 
♦:!iJr'<5\ thereof, having firft drawn a Plan of the 
^'S\:y^ with its Walls, Ga*:es5 and Streets, and Alex* 
...r left him to perfeift the faid Work according 
10 ;;;5 Plan ; which afforded ample Employment 

for the Craft. But Al»ocandrr dying 

Year of the drunk at i?^^y^«, left his Empire to be 

Before cS^ V? Parcelled out by his Generals j wbcit 

323, Sekucus Nicator reigning at Baiy^ 

/off, and became an excellent Grand- 
Mafter : He built the great City of Seleuela for his 
Deputy in the Eaft ; and Antiochs in Syria^ for 
his own capital Refidencc, in the Weft j and 
foon after many other Cities in Lefer Afta. 
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CHAP. VI. 

lie State ^M a s o n r Yfrom Selcucjs 
Nicator to the Death of Herod the 
Great. . 

MASONRY flourHhcd moft 
in Egypu where the Gre- J5",®^ ^/ " 
xian Architeaure was highly ad- j^^^ ^-^:^i 
mired, and where Ptolmy Soter^ «o^/ 

another ef^Z«Ar<m^<fr's Generals, had 
fet up hk Throne. Euclid^ the famous Geometer 
of Tyre^ came to the Court of Ptolemy Soter^ and 
was by him encouraged to colled the fcattered 
Elements of Geometry ; and he accordingly 
digefied them into fuch Order, improved and 
demonftrated thiem fo accurately, as to have left 
no Room for any others to exceed hini therein $ 
for which hb Memory will ever be fragrant in the 
Lodges. According to the old Conftitutions, 
Ptolemy, Grand-Mafter, with his Wardens, 
Euclid the Geometrician, and 5/r^7/aff the Philo- 
fopher, built his Palace at AUocandria^ and the 
curious Mufeum or College of the Learned, with 
the Library of Bruchium^ near the Palace, that 
was filled with 400,000 Manufcripts, or valuable 
Volumes, before it was burnt in the Wars of 
Juiius Cafan 
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The fucceeding King of Egypt^ 
Y.car of the ptolemy PhiladelphuSy finifhed the 

Brfcf ' cSj ^^""^"^ '^'^'^^^ *" ^^^ '"^"^ of PAtf. 
:84. ^«J> ^^^^^ was begun by his Father, 

which became the fixth of the fcven 
X'^'ondcrs of Art, and built the Heptajiadium^ or 
\i V cti Furlong Bank for joining the faid Ifland to 
(he Continent. This famous Piece of Architec- 
tiiro fefved as a Light-Houfc for the Harbour of 
Jkxandria : It was built under the Dircflion and 
Care of his Grand- Wardens, Dexephanes of Cnisbu 
^.i his Son So^ratus. Philadelpbus^ alfo, founded 
ti t City of Mm Hrnnus^ on the Red-Sea, buflt 
rtje Temple of Fenus^ in Crete, and rebuilt old 
Rabbah, of the Ammonites, calling it Philaded^ 
phia : Nay, he was fo excellent an Archited, 
that all fine Mafonry for fome Years was called 
Philadelpbianj in Honour of this Prince. 

P TOL EMT, the Son of Phila- 
Year of the delphus, cMtA Euergetes, fucceeded, 

bSj CbHft *"^ ^^ ^^^ J^* g^^ Grand-Maftcr 
246. JJ^ Egypt : His Wardens were hif 

two learned Librarians, Eratof- 
ihenes, of Cyrene, and Apolhnius, of Rhodes. The 
Library of Brucheum being near full, he eredled 
another at Serapium, which in Time contained 
300,000 Manuscripts, and Cleopatra afterwards 
added 200,000 more, from the Library of Per^ 
gamus, given to her by Mark Jnthony : But aJ' 
this vaft Library was burnt by the ignorant, ftup 
and befotted Saracens^ when they took .tl 
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City of Alexandria^ to the irreparable LolV of 
the Learned. It had often been rifled on the l\-- f - 
lutions and Commotions that happened i.. li't^ 
Roman Empire, yet it was as often repairei .jtiu 
repleniflied again with its full Number of hoc.-.s., 
till this its final Deftruiftion by the SaraciKu 
This happened as follows : Johamus GrammuUui^ 
the famous AriJiouUan Philofopher, being t>--\\ 
living at Alexandria^ and having much ingrs'.tat -i 
himfelf with Amrus Ebnol As^ the General c; . ., 
Saracen Army, and by Reafon of his great Lc- a 
ing, made himfelf acceptable to him, he beg^.d 
of him the royal Library ; to this Amrus replied, 
that it was not in his Power, but was wholly at 
the Difpofal of the Caliph, or Emperor of the 
Saracensy to whom he would write about it, who 
returned for Anfwer, that if thofe Books contained 
what was freeing with the Alcoran^ there was no 
Need of them, for that alone was fufficient of 
itfelf for all Truths ; but if they contained what 
di(agreed with the Alcoran, they were not to be 
endured ; and therefore he ordered that whatfo« 
ever the Contents of them were, they fhould all 
be deftroyed ; whereon being diftributed among 
the public Baths, they ferved as Fuel for fix 
Months to beat all the Baths of Alexandria ; ' 
which fliews bow great the Number of them 
was, and what an ineftimabie Treafure of Learn- 
ing was wholly deftroyed. 

The glorious Temple of Cyzicusy on the Helle^ 
jpmt^ had Threads of beaten Gold in the Joints, 

on 
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L/' the Infides, of exquifitely polifiied Marble Stones, 
tii. V caft a moft dazling Luftr^ on all the Pillars, 
lSt<r. lies and Images in the Temple : Befides the 
ciiiious Echo of the feven Towers at the Tbracian 
Gii.e of CyzicuSf and a large Town-Houfe, with- 
ol'c one Pin or Nail in the Carpenter's Work; 
ih t" >a t the Beams and Rafters could be taken off, and 
ac( till put on without Laces or Keys to bind them. 
The Rhodians employed the fa- 
\\Zd. ^\o^i °^°"^ Architea, Chares^ of Lindus^ 
Le^rc OHft ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ S*"^^ Coloffusy at Rhodes^ 
500. which employed him and his Craftf- 

men for twelve Years. It was 
eftccmcd the laft of the feven Wonders of Art, 
aiiU the greateft human Statue under the Sun, to 
which it was dedicated. It was feventy Cubits 
high, and duly proportioned in every Part and 
Limb, ftriding over the Harbour's Mouth, and 
wide enough to receive between its Legs the largeft 
Ships under Sail, and appeared at a Diftanee like 
a high Tower. It was thrown down by an Earth- 
quake after it had flood 66 Years, and lay where 
it fell for 894 Years more ; till at Length in the 
Year of Chrift 672, Moawias the fixth Caliph of 
the Saracens^ having taken Rhodes^ fold the Brafe 
to a Jew Merchant, who loaded with it 900 
Camels, and albwing only 800 Pound Weight to 
every Camel's Burden, the Brafs of this ColoffitSj 
after the Wafte of fo many Years, by the Ruft and 
Wear of the Brafs itfelf, and the Purloin ings and 

Embezlff'^ 
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Embezelments of Men, amounted to 720, \co 
Pounds Weight, 

The Greeks continuing to propagate the Science 
and the" Art in the very beft Manner, other 
diftant Countries began to follow their Example, 
cfpccially the Carthaginians and Sicilians y ^v'o 
now began to vyc with the Greeks ; and mo it r ( 
all at Syracufiy under the great and learned G'co- 
metj-ician, Archited, Mechanic and Engirucc: 
ArcbimtdeSy who was unfortunate- 
ly flain in Syracufe when that City Year of ui-:^ 
,m taken hy Marcellus : Many J|«^"^^ -4^ 
of the Greeks African and Stcthan ^oj. 

Mafons had now travelled into the 
North and Weft of Europe^ and propagated their ufe- 
ful Art, in Italy y Spain and the Balearic Iflands j e- 
y^xy where being well received, and cordially en- 
tertained. In all Nations hitherto, we find the Ma- 
fons, above all other Artifts, to have been highly fa- 
voured by theEminent and Noble, who wifelyjoin- 
cd the Lodges, for the better conducing of their 
various Undertakings in old Architediure. 

The Tufcansy who had long imitated the 

Greeks in Arts and Sciences, inftrudcd the Romans 

iu the Sciences and the Improvement of Archi- 

tefture : For Marcellus about this 

Time crcfled his famous Theatre, Year of the 

with a Temple to Virtue, and ano- ^^°^^ ^' 5^' 
I TT f , , Before Lhnfi 

thcr to Honour ; and when, under ,go, 

Scipio Afiaticus^ they beheld with 

Aftonifliment the Grecian and Afiatic Buildings 

D ibnding 
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i\\.. iing in full Splendor ; they refolved to imitate 

the fime, efpecially after the Deftruftion of Car* 

ihrge and Corinth, In a ftiort Time were built 

the palace of Paulus Emilius, the triumphal Arcb 

of Jl:'^.':nusy the three amazing Theatres of ScauruSf 

the I library of Lucullus, the Theatre of Pompey^ 

wii!. bis Palace and Temple of Victory ; the 

gre-.t Circus of Julius Cafar^ and his fine Palace 

an(i Temple of Fenus : defar intended, after the 

p.c^duclion of the Parthians^ as Grand-Master 

of the Roman Republic, to have employed the 

Craft in many other great Works in Rrnie^ but 

was bafely murdered by Brutus^ 

X\^^A ^^ ^^^ ^^^ others, before he had put thofc 

Btfore cirj S^*^^^ Defigns in Execution : His 

44, Death was foon followed by the 

. Conqueft of .Egypt ^ the Death of 

Cleopatra^ and End of the Grecian Monarchy ; and 

the Commencement of the Roman Empire. by the 

Victory Augujlus gained over Pompey at ASiium. 

ROME became now the Center both of 

Learning and fupreme Power, under Auguftusy 

the illuftrious Guind-Majier^ with his Deputy 

Agrippa ; who erefied the great 

Year of the Portico of the Pantheon ; and his 

Sfoi Ch,lj} principal Warden, the learned A?- 

20^ truviusy became the Father of 

true Architefture by his admirable 

Writings. Tbis mighty Patron employed the 

Fellow- Crafts, in repairing the public Edifices 

after the Wars, and in building the Bridge of 

Arminium, 
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Arminiumy the Temples of Apollo^ of Mars the 
Avenger^ and of the Rotunda^ called Gallucioy the 
great Forum, and his own principal Palace, the 
fine Maufolcum, the Statue in the Capitol, the 
curious Library, and the Park : And the Eminent 
following his Example, built above 100 Marble 
Palaces fit for tl^ greateft Kings ; whereby many 
Lodges were conftituted in the City and Suburbs ; 
fo that Augujlus juftly faid, when dying, I found 
Rome built of Brickj but I leave it built of Marble. 
The Remains of ancient Rcme arc fo juft and ele- 
gant, that they arc the beft Patterns of true Ma- 
fonry extant, being all the old Grecian Architcc-. 
ture in Epitome. 

The Afmonesan Princes, and the 
High-Prieft of the Jews^ had been ^e^r of the 

Grfl«rf.^fo>rx, andhadtheDirec- ^^f^ ^V'\ 
e Y. r/ • r Before Cbnji 

tion of the Fraternity for many «, 

Years in Judea ; till Herod^ the 

IdumaaHy came to be King, who, by cutting 

ofF the Afmonaans^ made tlie Sanhedrim ufelef:), 

and fct up High-Priefts at his Pl^furc ; and after 

the Battle of Aliium^ being reconciled to Aw 

guflusy he began to fhew his mighty Skill in 

Mafonry, and became an excellent Grand-Mafler, 

or Patron of the^Lodges, fent for the moft expert 

FelloNJV'- Crafts of Greece to affift his own Mafuns ; 

and foon built a fpleudid Grecian Theatre at Jtru' 

falem^ znd rchuWi Samaria^ which he called Sebajfr^ 

with a little, but moft delicate Temple, like to that 

*of yerufalim, Hs made C^farea the beft Har- 

D 2 \«j^^ 
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bour in Pale/line^ and built a Temple of white 
Marble at Paneasy together with the Cities Anti" 
patrisy Phafatlis and Cypron^ and the admirable 
Tower of PhafaeU at JaufaUm, larger in Di* 
menfions than the Pharus of Alexandria, 

HE ROD being in full Enjoyment of Peace 
and Plenty, formed a Defign of nofv building the 
Temple at Jerufalemy whereby he thought he 
Ihogld not only reconcile to himfelf the Affecaions 
of the JiwSy but alfo ere£t a Monument of lafting 
Honour to his own Name. The Temple built 
after the Return of the Jews from the Babylonijb 
Captivity, though an admirable Building, fell 
much fhort of that of Scloron's in the Height, 
Magnificence, and other Particulars i and 500 
Years being elapfcd fince its Ereftion, feveral 
Decays had happened to it, both by the Length 
of Time, and alfo by the Violence of Enemies. 
For the amending and repairing of all thofe De- 
fedis and Decays, Her$d propofed to build the 
whole Temple a- new, and in a general Affembly 
of the People, offered to them what he intended. 
But when he found them flartled at the Propofal, 
to deliver them from their Fears, he told them 
that he would not take down the old Temple till 
he had all the Materials ready fqr creding a new 

one in its Place ; and^acoordingly he 

Year of the did forthwith fet himfelf to make all 

B °ore O^Hfi Manner of Preparations for it, eqa-' 

19. P^oy'"g therein 1000 Waggons for 

carrying of the Stone and Timber ; 
10,000 Mafons, befides Labourers, to fit all Things 
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for the Building, and marfhalled them into Lodges 
under looo Priefts and Levites^ fkilful in all Parts 
of Architefture, to fupervife and direS them in 
the Work, himfelf afling as Grand-Master, 
with his Wardens, HilUl and Shammat\ two 
learned Rabbins of great Reputation. By thcfe 
Means, in two Years Time, he had got all Things 
ready for the Building, and then, and not b^fore^ 
did he pull down the old Temple to the very 
Foundations. 

The Foot'Stene of the new Temple was levelled 
juft forty-fix Year before the firft Paflbvcr of 
Chriji*s perfonal Miniftry, at which Time the 
Jews told hxm^ yohn ii. 20. Forty and fix Years 
bath this Temple been in Building : For although 
then forty-fix Years had pafltd from the Time it 
was begun ; yet that Part which was moft pro- 
perly the Temple, that is, that which contained 
the H<;ly Place, the Holy of Holies in the Eaft, 
and the Porch in the Weft, through which was 
the PaflTagc leading to both, were finiflied at an 
amazing Coft in the ihort Space of one Year and 
fix Months, and the reft defigned by Herody in 
eight Years more : When the Fra- 
ternity celebrated the Cape-Stone^ Year of the 
with great Joy and in due Form s f^^^^^ ^34!^ 
and the King folemnized its Dedi- 7, 

cation with great Pomp and Ex- 
pence 5 and the Day appointed for it, falling in 
with the Day of tiie Yeir, when he firft received 
the Crown, augmented the Solemnity. 

D3 A 
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A GREAT Number of Mafons were there ftill 
continued at Work for the carrying on the Out 
Buildings, all the Time of our Savour's being here 
on Earth, and for fome Years' after, 
64. *'" ^^^ Coming of Geftus Florus to 

be Governor of Ju'dea ; when he 
caufed 1 8,000 Mafons to be difcharged at one 
Time, which gave great Offence to the Jews^ 
and, perhaps, was one Caufe of thofe many Mu- 
tinies and Seditions which at laft drew on the De- 
ftru£lion of JerufaUm and the Temple with it ; fo 
that it fcems very unjuft to charge the^ Mafons 
with being the Fomenters of thofe Difturbances, 
for the Want of Employment ; when all the yeivt 
looked upon this Behaviour of the Roman Gover- 
nor as levelled not only againft their Temple, 
but their Worfhip alfo. 

' JOSEPHUS defcribes the Temple of Herod 
(Lib. 15. Cap. 14.) as a moft admirable and mag- 
nificent Fabric of Marble, fet off with the greateft 
Profufion of rich and" coftly .Decorations, and the 
fineft Building upon Earth, fince the Days of 
Solomon ; being much larger than the Temple of 
Zeriibabel ; befides the Advantage of the Grecian 
Style, and the Corinthian Order of ArchiteSure, 
with all its later Improvements. 

While Herod was accomplifhing thefc great 
Works in Judea^ the Temple of Janus was (hut 
up at Rome j being only the fifth Time of that 
Ceremonial fince the Building of that City j and 
at this Time there was a general Peace over all the 

Wbrld, 
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World, and fo continued for twelve Years to- 
gether, which was a very proper Prelude for 
ufhering in his Coming, who was the Prince of 
Peace : For at this Period Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel, the Year of the 
great Architeft of the Chrijiian World 4000. 
Church,wasbornat5#/W#A^wof7«- t^^^\ ^^^ 
dea. T his tranfcendent Event fell ggforc Chrlft 
out the fourth Year before the vul- 4. 

g2Lr Chrt/lian JEtz^ the 4000th Year 
of Mafonry, the twenty-third of King Hirod^ and 
the twcnty-fixth of Jugnjlus^ after the Conqueft 
of Eg^fft. 

Some Months after the Birtli of C/j^//?, King 
Herod .died, and notwithftanding his vaft De- 
figns, and prodigious Expence in Mafonry, he died 
lich. 

During the long Reign o^ Augitftm^ the Craft 
we have feen was well cultivated, and worthy 
Craftfnaen every where employed and encouraged^ 
as well in Europe as in Afia^ till his Death, which 
happened at AWa', in Campania^ after a glorious 
Reign of forty- four Years. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Jhe State of Masonry from the 
Birth of Chrift to the Rejioration of 
the Auguftan Style in Italy. 

Year of the Hp^BERIUS, the Collegue 
World 4036, -■• of Jugufius^ having attained 
of the Flood to the Imperial Throne, became a 
^380. Patron and Encourager of the Fra- 

34. ^ ternity ; and under him alfo the 
Lord Jesus Christ was 
crucified without the Walls of Jerufalem^ by 
Pontius Pilate^ the Roman Governor of Judea^ 
and rofe again the third Day for the Juftification 
of all that believe in him : Tiberius afterwards 
baniflied Pilati for his Injuftice to Chriji, The 
Auguftan Style was much cultivated, and the ex- 
pert Craftfmen met with great Encouragement j 
and that even by Nero^ who raifed 
W0V4073! ^»^ own Statue of Brafs, no Feet 
of the Flood high, and a moft glorious gilded 
2417. Palace ; and alfo by Vefpafiariy 

After Chrifi ^ho fent his brave Son Titus to 
' ' fubdue the Jews^ and take Jerufa^ 

lem, when a Soldier in the Sack of the Town, 
contrary to the Orders of that generous and noble 
Conqueror, fct Fire to the Temple 5 foon after 

that. 
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that, the whole City was levelled with the Ground, 
not one Stone being left upon another, and the 
Conqueror ordered a Plow to pafs over the 
Ruins thereof, as a Teftimony of its irrecover- 
able State and final Defolation, agreeable to the 
Prophecies that foretold its Deftruflion. 

Upon the Return of Tttui from the Overthrow 
of the y^f/zj* Nation, he caufed a triumphal Arch, 
adorned with fplendid Engravings and Sculpture, to 
be built, and foon after his noble Palace, with the 
famous Statue of Laocoon of one Stone. Domitian 
built the Temple of Minerva^ and rebuilt that of 
Jupiter Captiolinusy which he over-laid with Plates 
of Gold : He alfo built a Palace more rich and 
gmnd than that of JuguJIus. Tra- 
jan, by his Warden, the renowned ^^^^\ ^^'''^ 
Architect JpoUodoruSj laid a won- 
derful Bridge over the Danube, built a noble 
Circus and Palace, two triumphal Arches, and his 
famous Column, that exceeds all Admiration, be- 
ing 128 Feet high, and the Afcent to the Top of 
it by 123 Stairs, with forty-four Windows. The 
Aflies of this Emperor were put into an Um, and 
repofited in the Top of this flately Column : It 
was, moreover, adorned with Figure^, tif Bajfo 
RelievOy afcending in fpiral Lines from the Bafe ta 
the Capital. The Roman Columns were not wont 
to be raifcd without fome myftical Signification or 
other, and in this Refpeft they followed the In- 
ventions of the Solomonian and Egyptian Mafons ; 
fomc being Monuments of Stability and Firmnefs^ 
D 5 faoaft 
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fome of famous and noble Atchievmcnts ; al 
others of Captivity, Reproach and Overthro\ 
Af.-- n n Adrian, who was a learned Di 

After Lhrtfl p , . n>r /- 

i-'o. "gner and operative Mafon, r 

paired the public Buildings, bui 

the Roman JVall in Britain^ an amn^ing Work 

a commodious Bridge at Rome ; and his famoi 

AUhfchum^ with exa<ft Colonadirg : And thi 

flouriflicd the Royal Art down to ConjJantir.e ii 

Af ru -n ^''^^^ ^^^ reared, at Romc^ tk 

f^ ^'^ laft triumphal Arch of the Augvjla 

Style : For he removed his Thron 

to Bhaniium^ which he named ConJiantiriGple^ wit 

all the portable Monuments of Art from Ital) 

and the bed Artifts, to embellifh his new Metro 

polis, that, together with the Craft of Mafonrj 

flou rifted till the Empire was partitioned bet wee: 

VaUntinian in the Weft at Rome^ and Falcnsy i 

the Eaft at Conjlantinople, 

To the Empire of the Eaft fuc 
After Chrtji ^^^j^j Theodofius the Great, whi 
gloried in being Patron of all th 
Defigners and Operators, the fame as Grand 
Matter, and loved them fo well, that by a Law 
he exempted all the Craft from Taxation : Ht 
flopped the Career of the northern Nations, whf 
had over-run the polite World like a Deluge, witi 
the moft ferocious Rage, and the grofleft Ignoranc 
defacing and deftroying all the noble Monument 
oF Antiquity, and all Appearances of the libera 
Arts and Sciences^ being the declared Enemies c 

Literatur 



MASONRY. 59 

-Literature. Theodofim became fole Emperor of 
the £aft and Weft, but unhappily partitioned it 
again between his two Sons, Honorius and jSrca^ 

.diusj the latter of whom enriched the City of 
Conjiantinople with many fuperb StruAures, and 
a lofty Pillar, with a Flight of Stairs in the Heart 
of it, 147 Feet high. Theodofius the Younger, 
alfo, enriched the fame City with many Statues^ 
Columns and Obelifks, being the Spoils of War 
from Greece y Egypt and jijia j and employed the 
Craft in repairing and ere£iing fome additional 
Works to the great Church of St. Sophia, 

JUSTINIAN tht FIrftVup. 
ported the Lodges of Artifts or After^C^r// 
Craftfmen, and rcftored the whole 
Raman Empire almoft to its former Great nefs and 
Glory : For in pure Zeal for the Augujlan Style, 
and all noble Sciences, now in tlie extremeft Peiil 
of being loft, he fent his General, the brave and 
renowned Belifarius^ with a powerful Army a- 
gainft Totila^ the Gotb^ who with a Multitude of 
Savages had taken old Romey and fet it on Fire, 
which continued burning for thirteen Days to- 
gether, when about two Thirds of that lofty City 
was laid in Aflies, or levelled with the Ground ; 
and muft all have undergone the fame Fate, but 
that the daftardly Crew were forced 
to fly on the Approach of Belifa- ^"^'" ^^'^'^ 
rius. But what they had demo- 
liftied, foon brought on the Deftrudlion of the 
reft J fo tliat at this Period may be fixed the total 

Departure 
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Departure of Arts and Learning from Italy and 
the Weft ; the Augujlan Style, with all its noble 
Improvements, the worthy Craft of Mafonry, 
and the Harmony of the Lodges being by Gothic, 
Ignorance overthrown and forgotten. 
After Criji 7f 77iV/f ^collcaed the BoJ. 

-5^^ '' of the Civil Law, which, by the 
Judgment and Induftry of Trebman, 
and other Coadjutors, was digefted into the Farm 
we now have it : He alfo expended thirty-four 
Millions of Gold in rebuilding the Church of 
St. Sophia, which he intended fhould equal if not 
excel the Temple of Solomon, but in vain. This 
Emperor caufed the Eyes of Belifarius to be put 
out, and otherwife fo perfecuted him, that he was 
forced to beg at the great Gate of St. Sophia^ 
Date obolum Belifario, quern virtus extulit, invidJa 
deprejfit*: Many great and noble Aftions were 
performed by Juflinian, but all of them will not 
wipe ofF his favage Ingratitude to fo worthy a 
Man. 

From this Period the Science and 

Eaft, as we have already obfcrved it 
had done in the Weft \ bloody Perfecutions and 
Wars were for feveral Ages carried on, and moft 
of the Emperors murdered by their Succeflbrs ; 
with Millions of brutal Adtions that degraded and 

dif- . 

♦ Give a Halfpenny f Bclifwittl, Vihm Virtui beitb 
^a'lfcd^ and Eniy defrejed. 
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difgraced the Chriftian Name : Their 
Wicked nefs did not, however, go ^62 2. 
unchaftifcd; for theMahomedans now 
-began to be very powerful, and every where tri- 
umphed over their wretched and wicked Opponents, 
and with Fire and Sword overthrew all the glorious 
Monuments of Art in their Way : Every Thing 
that had the leaft Appearance of Elegance, or 
Places dedicated to learned Ufes, were afluredly 
doomed to immediate Deftru£Uon. 
So that Arts and Sciences with the ^^^ '^'^ 

Craft of Mafonry now fiifFered more 
in JJia and Jfrick^ than at any Period of Time 
before ; and the Augujian Style in the Eaft is 
thereby, in all Probability, buried in Oblivion 
for ever. 

Thus that noble, juft an4 beautiful Manner 
of Building was quite loft, and the very Principles 
thereof forgotten ; for when the Goths^ and thofe 
conquered by them began to afFed; ftately Struc- 
tures, their Architeflure, which probably* they 
had but' at fecond Hand from the Arabs and 
MoorSy became fo coarfe and artlefs, that the 
greateft of their Architects knew nothing of juft 
Defigning ; they wanted both Heads and Hands 
to imitate the Ancients, yet hammered out a 
Style of their own, called Gothic ; the remaining 
Monuments of which, loaded with vaft Impro- 
prieties, are Evidences of the Ignorance of the 
Architefls : So far indeed they differed from the 
Ancients in their Proportions and Ornaments, that 
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Its Columns are either too mafly, in a Form of 
vaft Pillars, or as ilender as Poles, having Capitals 
without any certain Dimenfions, carved with the 
Leaves of Branch-urfin, Thiftles, Coleworts, (s^f. 
and likewife adorned with expenfive Carvings, 
and coftly, though lamentable Imagery, without 
any of that auguft Beauty and juft Symmetry, 
which the Fabricks of the Ancients entertain us 
with : Yet it muft be owned, that the Endeavours 
of the Gothic Craftfmen to fupply the Want of 
good old Skill with their numerous and coftly De- 
corations for that Purpofe, was very laudable, and 
manifefted their great Efteem for the Royal Art, 
and have, it muft be confcfTcd, rendered their 
Structures very venerable and magnificent, though 
bearing no Comparifon with the true high Taftc 
of the Grecian or Roman Style. 

CHJRLEMAINhhoured 
After Cbrift ftrcnuoufly to reftore ancient Archi- 
' ' teflure, kept up fome Lodges, and 

gave great Encouragement to the Craft 5 the Frtnch 
made alfo very great Progrefs in the fame grand 
Defign, under Hugh Capet. His Son Robert vi- 
goroufly profecuted the Defign of his Father, and 
by Degrees old Architefture was run almoft into as 
great an Excefs of Delicacy, as the Gothic had 
done before in Maffivenol. 

Tr u e Mafonry began to revive 

After Chrijf ^gj^jj^ jjj <j'j^jlanyj where Bufchatto^ 

*^*^' the Gr^^i, began a faint Imitation 

of the Ancients in the Church of St, John^ at 
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Pifa^ and formed a new Lodge there. // BMon$ 

made a farther Progrefs therein at 

Ravenna, and built the Steeple of ^ „ ,. 

St. Mark, at Venice. He was fuc- 

ceeded by a great Number of able Matters, who 

fpread the Royal Art all over Italy, But the 

Gothic Style was not quite left off at Florence, 

where a learned Lodge of Defigners was efta- 

bliflied, till Brunelefchiy having ftudicd at Rome the 

Beauty and Juflne& of the old Roman Buildings, 

there (landing or proftratc, returned 

and eftabliihed the compleat Ufe of ^^^^^ ^^'"^^ 

the Doricy Ionic, Corinthian, and 

Compofite Orders ; which Event happened 853 

Years after the Devaflation of Totila. 

This happy Reftoration of the Augujlan Style 
was alfo much owing to the Princes of the Houfe 
Medicis ; for John de Medicis, Duke of Florence, 
became the Patron or Grand-Mafter of the afore- 
faid Lodge or Academy j and his 
Son Cofmo 1. ercSed a fine Library After ar/;^ 
of the beft Manufcripts from Greece 
and jljia, with a curious Cabinet of the rareft and 
moft valuable Things the Earth could produce. 
His Grandfon, Laurenzo h inriched the fame at 
a Vaft Expence, and built a great Gallery in his 
Garden for educating the moft promifing Youth, 
of whom Michael Ar^elo was his Favourite. His 
fccond Son John, eleded Pope Leo the Tenth, 
was Grand-Mafter in rearing the Cathedral of 
St. PiUr^ at Rome. His Coufin Julius^ after- 
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wards Pope Clement the Seventh, alfo carried on 
St. Peter'% as Grand-Mafter : And fo that whole 
Family thought it their Honour to encourage 
Arts and Sciences, and promote the Interefts of 
Af Cf, •/? ^^^ Fraternity, down to dfmo the 

■ic6i. Second, created Grand Duke of 

Tu/cany, who was the Augujlus of 
his Day, as the Patron of true Architefture. 

BAPTIST A ALBERTI was the firft 
Modern who wrote concerning Architefture, in 
which he was foon followed by many able Mafters 
down to Andrea Palladio^ at Venice^ who had 
acquired great Renown by his indefatigable La- 
bours to revive and reftore the Augufian Style. 
Thus was Italy again the Miftrefs of the World, 
not indeed for Imperial Power, but for the Arts 
of Defigning and Building ; now revived from 
Gothic Rubbifli and Imperfection, and raifed to 
an Eminence little inferior to that of their former 
moft fplendid and perfedi State. 

From Italy the Augufian Style foon fpread all 
over Europe 5 for almoft in every Town, where 
great Works were carrying on, the Craft formed 
thcmfelves into Lodges, read Lefliures, communi- 
cated their Secrets and Hints of Knowledge, and 
performed all other good old Ufages, that are 
prefcrved among Mafons to this Day, and per- 
haps will be to the End of Time. 

Upok the perfeft Re-eftabli{hment of old 
Architefiure, the Fraternrty were not only fup- 
jx>rted in railing mighty Works^ but the Great 
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and Noble encouraged and patronized the Lodge9» 
becoming Brethren of the Craft; which pre- 
(aged them a happy Profped of quietly enjoy- 
ing thdr Freedom down many Ages ; fo that 
here it will be very neceflary to break off their 
Story, and purfue the Hiftory of Mafonry into 
BntaiHy to the fame happy Period of being pa- 
tronized by the Good) the Great and Brave, 
the Friends of Freedom and of Britain, down to 
©ur own Times. 
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CHAP. I. 

The State ^/'Masonry in England, 
from the earliefi TCraditkn to the Nor- 
man Conquejl. 

I S T O R Y is filent how long the 
Pofterity of Japhet^ in the North 
and Weft oi Europe ^ had kft thur 
original fine Skill, that they brought 
from the Plains of Shinaar 5 or how 
the Knowledge thereof came firft into the Briiijb 
Mess the mdft early Hiftoilw q? omi Country 
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being fo interlarded with Fables, and perplexed 
with Contrarieties, that Authors confent not where 
to begin, how to go on, or where to end, that the 
Parts of it may with any tolerable Colour of Truth 
hang together. 

But certain it is, that the firft Inhabitants of 
this Ifland muft hare brought with them no fmall 
Knowledge in Mafonry, as there are the ftrongeft 
Reafons to believe they were not the meaneft Pro- 
ficients in the Art of Navigation ; and the one 
was without Doubt as neceflary for them as the 
other. 

There are yet in being feme Remains of very 
admirable Skill in Architedure, much earlier than 
the Romans^ but now fo defaced by villainous 
Hands, and the Ruins of Time, that from the 
remaining rude StricElures thereof, it is hard^ to 
determine, what might have been their original 
Ufc, or in what a flciiful Manner they might have 
been defigned ; Or how far we may prefumc to 
fix the Name of barbarous and rude, on what at 
this Day is infinitely beyond the Contrivance of 
any modern Inveition ; as the Means of perform- 
ing thofe great Works were perhaps loft foon after 
the Age of thofe very Barbarians who performed 
them. 

The Druidsy m Britain, had many of the 
Xlfages of Mafons amongft them, probably gathered 
from the Magians ; they held the Immortality and 
Tranfmigrati'^n of Souls from one Body to aaci- 
tbcr, hdd their Aflemblics in Woada wA Catt^NRv, 



68 The HisTORYg/* 

or under fomc wide fpreading Oak j which was 
alfo the Prafticc of the Patriarchs : And what 
they taught was committed to Memory, and not 
on any Account allowed to be written. They 
determined all Caufes, ecclefiaftical and civil j 
taught Philofophy, Aftrology, Politicks, Rites and 
Ceremonies, and Poetry j and in Songs fet forth 
the heroic Deeds of great Men, to the Imitatioa 
of Pofterity. 

The Trtyan Race of Britain^ 
Year of the built many Towns, efpecially £. 

Flood 1 318, ,. ^ jjr -> 

Before Chrift ^^^^^^ commended for a very great 

1030. Builder ; from whom we have the 

Cities of Tork and Edinburgh j hit 

Succeflbrs built Canterbury^ Winchejier^ and Shaftf^ 

bury 5 with many Temples to Apollo^ Diana ^ &Cr 

B LA DUD is aflerted to have 

X\^A ^^ ^^^ ^^" ^^^^ ^^ Athens^ and from thence 

Before clr;V? ^^^^^^^^% a great Mathematician and 

904. Architea, brought four Philofophcw 

with him, which he placed at i^tam* 

fordy having made that Town a Kind of Univer- 

fity. He alfo built Bath^ produced the hot Waters 

there, committing the Confervation thereof to Aff- 

nerva: But prefuming to fly with artificial Wings, 

he fell from Apollo's Temple in Troynovanty now 

St. PauPsy London^ and fo ended his Days. 

Upon the Introdu£tion of the 

Befere Chrifi ijo;^^^^^ Arts and Sciences flo^iriOied 

a- pace j the famous Wall from So/* 

way to Tinmutb^ with many Towns and Caftlcs were 

built 
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Iniilt in a regular Manner, and Courts of Juftice 
and Temples began to rife in Splendor : But after- 
wards bloody Wars breaking out between the 
Conquerors and Conquered,, threw all into Con- 
fiiiion again ; for from the Beginning it has been 
the Fate of Mafons and Mafonry to fufter by 
Wars, and ever tranfcendently to flourilh in the 
glorious and happy Days of Peace, 

Th e noble Science of Geometry 
and Architefture fufFered great De- After ar//? 
cay, till the Reign oiCarauftus^ who 
liaving (haken off the Raman Yoke, contrived by 
til Means to render his Perfon and Government 
acceptable to the People, by encouraging all wor^ 
thy Arts, together v^ith the Craft of Mafonry, 
particularly at Verulam^ v^here Albanus^ a worthy 
Knight, was Steward of his Houlhold, and Over- 
fecr of his Works ; and Geometry was then 
taught to moft Workmen concerned in Building. 
This Albanus was afterwards converted to the 
Chriftian Faith, by the preaching of Amphihalusy 
ofCaerleon^ who hearing of his worthy Deeds and 
great Fame, came to him, and accompliihed his 
Converfion. Sr. Allan was the 
firft who fuffcred Martyrdom for ^^^^\ ^'"''fi 
the Chriftian Religion in Britain. ^ 

The old Cjnftitutions affirm, and the old 
Englijh Mafons as firmly believe it, that Caraujiui 
employed St. /Ilhan to " Environ the City oi Fern- 
<* lam with a Stone Wall, and to build him a fine 
** Palace i for which that Britijh King made 
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^< St. Man the Steward of his Houlhold, 
<« chief Ruler of the Realm. 

** St. Jlban alio bved Mafons well, 
^^ cherifhed them much, and he made their 
** right good, viz* two Shillings per Week,. 
*< three Pence to their Cheer » whereas h 
^' that Time, through all the Land, a M 
^' {^ad but a Peony a Day, and his Meat. He 
'< obtained of the King a Charter for the I 
<< Mafons, for to hold a general Council, 
<* gave it the Name of Assembly, and 
« thereat himfelf as Grand-Master, 
<< helped to make Mafons, and gave them | 
«< Charges and Regulations." 

Scow after Conjiantine the G, 
After Chrijf j^^^^ j^ Britain, fucceeded, 
320* 

partitioned 5w/A Britain into ! 

vinces. During his Reign the Chriftian Reh'; 
flourifhcd, the Britons enjoyed Peace and Pic 
and old Roman Mafonry once more appears 
many ftately and cyrious Buildings. In him 
pired the Roman Vaflalage, which had fubfi 
above 400 Years. 

But too foon was this Dawj 
^388^'^'^ of glorious Days eclipfed by i 
cruel and bloody Wars ^ for Gf 
an, who was a Britain by Birth and Educatior 
tyrannized over his Countrymen, that in a £ 
Space he was (lain ; and now being deflitut 
a Leader, the Irljh, Scots and Pi£is broke 
upon them, civil DiiTenfions raged, and not! 
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Famine, Blood and Defolation was before 
r Eyes. The noble and goodly StruSurcs 
y where demoliihed, and the liberal Arts 
i(ed and forgotten. 

'he jfnglo'SaxMs were all rough, ignorant 
thens ; and defpifing every thing but War, 
; the finiChing Stroke to all the Remains of 
ent Learning that their Brother Savages had by 
:ident left undemoliflied ; afieAing only their 
. barbarous Manner of Life, till fome pious 
chers from ff^ales and Scotland converted many 
he Chriftian Faith, but none of their Kings, 
till Augujiin the Monk, baptized 
p Qbrlfi Ethelberu King of KtnU and in a 
* ' few Years after all the Kings of 

Heptarchy were converted. Then Churches, 
laikrics. Palaces, and beautiful Manflons were 
: \ and although they too late lamented the 
rant and deftruftive Condudl of their Forc- 
icrs, yet they knew not how to conftrudl the 
%rchice£lure ; but being zealous to the utmoft 
^hat they knew, followed the Gothic Style in 
ling many Palaces, Cafllcs, fortified Cities, 

Cathedral Churches. This required many 
>ns, who formed themfelvcs into Lodges, by 
aion of Foreigners that came over to help 
u 

HESE Saxzn Lodges continued to improve, till 
td^ King of Mercioy and general Monarch, 
::o CbarUs Martel^ the right worfliipful Grand- 
er of France^ Father of King Pepin^ who 

-J had 
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had been educated by Brother A^mut Gn 
He fent from thence fomc e 

J I o« 

Laws and Ufages of the Craft, 
bad been prcierved from the Havock of the C 
but not the Auguftan Style, for that was buri 
its own Ruins in the Weft. 

The Clergy now ftudied Geometry and A 
tenure, fuch as it was, becaufe the Noble 
Wealthy, the Kings and Queens thought it 
ritorious to build Churches and other pious F 
dations, where many of them led a reclufe '. 
and ended their Days : Their holy Houfes or 
naftries were under the Diredion of the Ck 
where the Lodges ufually were held. 

EGBERT, the firft Kin 
gfo w 87? *" England, fortified his Sea Pc 
and Alfred the Great increafed 
Navy and fortified and rebuilt many Towns, 
founded the Univerfity of Oxford. He had a 
him the beft Architefts, was the beft Kinj 
Englandj employed the Fellow-Crafts wholl; 
Brick and Stone, and died illuflrious in 
Year 900. 

EDWARD his Succcflbr 
"^920 Mafonry to the Deputy Kinj 

Mercia, but afterwards placed 
learned Brother Ethelward at the Head of 
Fraternity, and founded the Univerfity of C 
htidge, that had been long a Nurfery of 
Learned. 

ATHl 
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JTH ELST A N zfccndcd thQ 
Throne, and at firft left the Craft ^^'''J^r;'"^ 
to the .Care of his valiant and aflLve 
Brother Edwitty called in fome Copies his Son, but 
in all the old Conftitucions, it is thus fet forth ; 
vi%* ^' That though the ancient Records of the 
*' Brotherhood in England^ were many of them 
** deftroyed, or loft in the Wars of the Saxons 
<< and Damsy yet King Athelftan^ the Grandfon 
" o{ Alfred the Greats a mighty Architefl:, the firft 
« anointed King of England^ and n -n 

« who tranflated the Holy Bihle into "^'J^^. 
<* the Saxw Tongue, when he had 
<^ brought the Land into Reft and Peace, built 
** many great Works, and encouraged many Ma- 
*« fons from France^ who were appointed Overfcers 
*« thereof, and brought with them the Charges 
*« and Regulations of the Lodges, preferved fince 
*« the Roman Times, who alfo prevailed with the 
«* King to improve the Conftitution of the Ertglijh 
** Lodges, according, to the foreign Model, and 
«* to increafe the Wages of working Mafonr. 
« That the faid King's Brother, Prince Edww^ 
** being taught Mafonry, and taking upon him 
" the Charges of a Mafter-Mafon, for the Love 
" he had to the faid Craft, and the honourable 
«* Principles whereon it is founded, purchafcd 
*' a free Charter of his Father, for the Mafons 
*« to have a Correflion amongft themfclves, as 
" it was anciently cxpreffed, ox a Freedom and 
E " Power 
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*< Ptowcr to regulate themfelves, to amend what 
<< might happen amifs within the Craft, and to 
«< hold a yearly Communication and General 
<« Affcmbly. 

** That accordingly Prince ^rfwiw fummoned 
<( all the Mafons in the Realm to meet him in a 
<« Congregation at Tori, in June, Anno Dom. 926, 
«' who came and compofed a General or Grand 
<^ Lodgej of which he was Grand -Matter. And 
«' having brought with them all the old Writings 
«' and Records of the Craft extant, fome in Gfieky 
<* fome in Latins fome in French, and other Lan- 
** guages, from the Contents thereof that Aflembly 
*« did frame the Conftitutions and Charges of an 
" Englijh Lodge^ made a Law to preferve and 
** obferve the fame in all Time coming, and or- 
** dained good Pay for the working Mafons." 

But good Prince Edwin died 
After CBrifl ^^^ years before the King, to the 
9^ • great Grief of the Fraternity • 

though his Memory is honourably mentioned in 
all the old Conftitutions, and will for ever be 
revered in the Lodges. Much more might here 
be faid of this worthy Prince, but that fhall be 
referved for another Part of this Hiftory. 

The fucceeding Saxon and Da* 
After Cbnji^ ^^^ jj^j^^gg continued to employ the 
^55' ^' Craft in rchMd'mg Glq^onlury^ to 
build and rebuild many religious Houfes ; and in 
the Reign of Canute^ Arts and Sciences flouriflied, 
3 Leo/rid 
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Idoprick^ the wealthy Earl of Coventry^ at the 
Head of the Free-Mafons, built the Abbey of 
Covmtryy and the King built WeJlmin/ter-Jbbey, 
though not as it now (lands. 



CHAP. 11. 

The State ^/'Masonry from the 
Norman Conqueji to the Union of the 
two Crowns of England and Scotland. 

THE J^tfr^w^» Princes, in Imi- ri. a 

tation of their Saxon and ^ ,q™ 
Danifl) Prcdeceflbrs, encouraged the 
Craft, and many noble Perfons became good Ar- 
cbitefb, particularly Gundulph^ Bifliop of Rachep 
UTj and Roger de Montgomery^ Earl of Shrewsbury^ 
and Arundel^ who were at the Head of the Ma- 
ibii8, both for civil and facred Architedlure ; and 
among many other Edifices, built ru » 

the Kilace of mjimlnfler, and Weft- \^^^^ 

minJier-Hally 270 Feet long, and ?• ' 

fcvcnty-four Feet broad, the largefl: fingle Room 
upon. Earth. 

Now the Norman Barons found 
their great Poflcffions in England ^^^^iJ^^''''^ 
were moftly the Spoil of the Saxons, 
and held only on the uncertain Tenure of Royal 
I ' E 2 ^^i^ilvsx^S 
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Plcafurc ;^nd finding that the Laws of the Angh' 
Saxcns were much better adapted for fecuring 
the People's Property than thofe of Normandy^ the 
Normans began to call themfelves £«^//}K;w^», af- 
ferted the Saxon Rights, and obtained the firtf 
jMagna Charta^ or Deed of Rights and Liberties of 
an Englt/hman. 

Aft^r rk.;a ^^^ Mafons, during the Reign 

I ili of King Stephen, were as much cm- 

ployed as the Soldiers, under their 
Grand-Maftpr Gilbert ie Clare, Marquisf of Pem- 
broke, by whom were built fix Religious Houfe^ 
and the Chapel of St. Stephen, in the Palace at 
Wejimlnjier, now the Houfe of the Commons of 
Great-Britain ', continuing flill to flour i{h till the' 
glorious Reign of King Edward 

tron of Arts and Sciences. The 
Charges and Regulations of Mafons were now for 
good Reafons revifed and meliorated, as an old 
Record thus fets forth : " In the glorious Reign 
" of King Edward the Third, when Lodges wtrc 
•* many and frequent, the Grand-Majier, With 
** his Wardens, at the Head of the Grand-Lo^e'^ 
•* with the Confcnt of the Lords of the Realm, 
*^ then generally Free- Mafons, Ordained, 

*< L That for the future, at the Making 
«* or Admifiion of a Brother, the Conftitutions 
*« and proper Charges and Monitions fliouldbc 
^^ read by the Maflcr or Warden, as hereunto 
M annexed, 

« II. That 
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"IL That Mafter-Mafons or Matters of 
•« Work (hall be examined if they be able of 
•• Cunning to fcrve their refpeflive Lords, as well 
** the Higheft as the Loweft, to the Honour and 
** Worfhip cf the aforefaid Art, and to the Profit 
" of therr Lords; for they be their Lords thac 
••employ them and pay them for their Servicci 
•• and Travel. 

•^ HI. That when the Mafter and Wardens 
•• meet in a Lodge, the Sheriff, if Need be, or 
" the Mayor or Alderman, if a Brother, where 
•• the Chapter or Congregation is held, (hall be 
'• made Fellow, and Sociate to the Mafter, in 
•• Help of him againft Rebels, and for up-bearing 
" the Rights of the Realm. 

" IV. That enter'd Prentices at their making 
•• fhall be charged not to be Thieves, nor Thieves 
•* Maintainers. That the Fellow-Crafts (hall tra- 
*' vcl honeftly for their Pay, and love their FeU 
•* lows as themfelves, and that all (hall be true to ' 
•* the King of Englandy to the Realm, and to the 
« Lodge. 

•*^ V. That if any of the Fraternity (hall be 
•• fradious, mutinous, ordifobedientto theGrand- 
*• Mafler's Orders, and after proper Admoni- 
^ tions, (hould perfift in his Rebellion, then the 
*< Lodge (hall determine againft him, that he (halh 
" forfwear, or renounce, his Mafonry, and (hall 
" no more be of the Craft ; the which if he 
^* prefume to do, he (hall be prifoned till his 
<• Grace be granted him and iflued : For this 
E 3 " Caufe, 
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" Caufe, principally, have thefc Congregations 
** been ordained, that as well the Lowed as the 
*' HIgheft fhould be well and truly ferved in thii 
** Art. Amen. So mote it be." 

R ICHJRD the Second fucceeded his Grand- 
father, and employed TViUiam of Wickham^ Bifhop 
of Winchejler^ 2is Grand-Mafter, to rebuild Weft* 
mhiJler-Hall as it now flands ; and Wickham alfo, at 
his own Coft, built New-College in 

i\S'''^ ^•^Z'^''^' ^"^^ founded Wmchejlir^ 
College. At laft, when King Richard 
was in Ireland j Henryy Duke of Lancajier^ got the 
Parliament to depofe him, and next Year procured 
his being murdered ; who after thus fupplanting 
the unfortunate Richard^ mounted the Throne, by 
the Name of King Henry the Fourth. He ap- 
pointed Thomas Fit%' Allen ^ Earl o{ Surrey^ Grand- 
Mafter, founded Battle-Abbey^ and afterwards that 
of Fotberingay. In his Reign the Citizens of> 
London built their large and magnificent GuUi'- 
Hall. 

The Mafons thus flourifhing, held their LodgiEs 
and Communications more frequent than ever, 
and Joy and Harmony abounded, when, unthought 
of, nothing lefs than their utter Extirpation was 
intended. For, 

Iw the Minority of King Mntry 
After Chrift ^j^^ gj^^^^ ^j^^ Commons of England 

thought the Mafons worthy their 
Notice, hy attempting to difturb and overthrow 
all their Lodges and Communications for ever, by 

- the 
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the following Aft of the third Year of the faid 
King, and the Fourth of his Age, entitled ; 

" Masons (hall not confederate in Chapters or 
" Congregations." 

** Wheiieas by \}[)Z ytsjlj Omgregatiom and 
** Cmftdtradts made by the Mafons in their Ge- 
•* fural Jjfimbliesy the good Courfe and EfFeft of 
" the Statutes of Labourers be openly violated and 
•* broken, in Subverfion of the Law, and to the 
** great Damage of all the Commons : Our Sove- 
•* reign Lord the King, willing in this Cafe to 
" provide a Remedy, by the Advice and Confent 
U aforefaid, and at the special REquEsr 
•* OF THE Commons, hath ordained and efta- 
•* bliihed, that fuch Chapters and Congregations 
" {hall not be hereafter holden ; and if any fuch 
«* be made, they that caufe fuch Chapters and 
*' Congregations to be holden, and thereof con- 
" vidled, it ihall be adjudged Felony : And that 
** the other Mafons, who come to fuch Chapters 
*' and Congregations, be puniflied by Prifonment 
*' of their Bodies, and make Fine and Ranfom at 
«' the King's Will." 

The Opinion of the great Judge Coh upon 
this Aft againft the Mafons b explained in his In- 
ftitutes, Part 3, Folio 99, to this EiFed : 

The Caufe wherefore thfs Offence was made 
Felony, is for that the good Courfe and Effeft of 
the Statutes of Labourers were thereby violated 
and broken. Now, fays my Lord Coke^ all the 
Statutes concerning Labourers^ before this Adl, 
£ 4 and 
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and whereunto this AQ doth refer, are repealed by 
the Statute of 5 £liz. Cap. 4. whereby the Cauji 
and End of the making of this A6t is taken away 5 
'"'nd confequently this AQ. is become of no Force 
^>r Effecft ; for Cejfante ratime Legis^ ceffht ipfa. 
Lex: And the Indifiment of Felony upon thiar 
Statute muft contain, that thofe Chapters and . 
Congregations were to the violating and breaking 
of the good Courfe and Effe<a of the Statute of 
Labourers ; which now cannot be fo alledged, be- 
caufe thefe Statutes be repealed. Therefore this 
would be put out of the Charge of Jufiices of the 
Peace, written by Matter Lambert^ Page 227. 
This Quotation confirms the Tradition of old 
Mafmsy that this moft learned Judge really 
belonged to the ancient Lodge^ and was Tifaitbfiit 
Brother^ 

However, this thundering Ordinance was 
never once executed, or in the leaft intimidated' 
them from holding their AfTemblieSj nor did they 
ever defire any of their eminent and noble Bre* 
theren to get this A(X repealed,^ as they meddled 
not with any Affairs of State ; and for the Wages 
of working Mafons free of the Ledge, their Laws 
forbad all Combinations, trufting to their .Lords-^ 
and Founders for their Reward, according.to Meritt 
and Love, and not for Money, '< 

Nay, in the Minority of thit^ 
Afier Chrift ^^^y j^j^g^ ^ g^jjj Lojgg ^,^ ^^y. 

^^^^' at Ctfw/^^wry, under Grand-Maftcr* 

Chicbcky, aa ?tppca« from the Z-i/w . Rcgifter. ofc 

mUiani 



t. 
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Wtlliam Molart^ Prior of Canterbury^ in Manu- 
fcript. Page 88, in which are named Thomas 
Stapylton, the Mafter, John Morris, Cuftos de la 
Lodge Lathomorum, or, fVarden of the Lodge of 
Mafons, "with fifteen Fellow- Crafts, and three en- 
tered Prentices, all there named. 

And another Record fays, " The Company of 
*• Mafons, being otherwife termed Free-Mafons, 
** of ancient Standing and good Reckoning, by 
" Means of affable and kind Meetings diverfe 
" Times, and as a loving Brotherhood ufe to do, 
" did frequent this mutual Affembly in the Time 
«* of King Henry the Sixth, in the twelfth Year 
" of his mod gracious Reign : When Henry was 
" thirteen Years of Age, Jinno Dom. 1434." 
And the faid Record defcribing a Coat of Arms, 
much the fame with that of the London Company 
of Freeman- Mafons, it is generally believed that the 
faid Company is defcended of the ancient Frater- 
nity ; and that in foriner Times no Man was 
made ht^ of that Company until he was inftalJed 
in fome Lodge oi free and accepted Msifonsy as a 
neceflary Qualification. So that before the Trou* 
bles of this unfortunate King, the Mafons were 
every where in great Efleem, and much employed ; 
for the above Record fays farther, " That the 
•* Charges and Corredions of the Free- Mafons 
'* have been fstn and perufed by our late Sove^ 
*• reign. King Henry the Sixth, and by the Lords o^ 
** his mod hpnourable Council, who have allow'd 
** tbtuky suid declared, that they be right, good and 
E 5 •* reafonable 
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** reafonable to be hbMen, as they have been 
** drawn out and colleSed from the Records of 
" ancient Times, &c." 

At length the Craft fufFered Neglefl ; at firft bf 
the bloody Wars of the Houfes of Tori and Lancajiir\ 
and afterwards by other Means, till the Union of 
the two Kingdoms, when true Architefture began 
again to dawn in this Weftern Part of the World j 
and the Progrefs of it would have been more 
rapid, if Queen Elizabeth had not difcou raged the 
Study of Architefture. And hearing alfo that the 
Mafons had fome Secrets that they could not or 
would not reveal to her, flie became jealous of their 
Affemblieis, and fcnt an armed Force to break up 
their annual Communication at Tork on St. Johif^ 
Day, December 27, 1561. But Sir TJjomas Sad' 
ville, Grand-Mafter, took Care to fend fome of the 
great Officers of the Queen, that were Mafons, 
who then joining their AfiemUy, made honour- 
able Report to the Queen, who ever after efteemetf 
them as the Cultivators of Peace, Fricndfhip, bro* 
thcrly Love, Arts and Sciences^ and never med^, 
died with thofe who were given to Change. 

It may not be amifs here to give the Senti- 
ments and Pradice of old Mafons, touching the 
Government of their Grand-Maflers, va. That ■ 
Kings, and other Male Sovereigns, are Grand-,' 
Matters during Life, and appoint a Deputy, or ap- 
prove of bis £]e£):ion, to preiide over the Fra- 
ternity, with the Title and Honours, of Grand- 
A£i/ier ; but if the ^Qverciga Vi ^ ¥«SBBk^ !x wt 
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a Brother ; or a Minor under a Regent, not a 
Brother ; or if the Male Sovereign, or the Regent, 
though a Brother, is negligent of the Craft, then 
the old Grand-Officers may affemble the Grand- 
Lodge in due Form to eledl a Grand-Mafter, but 
not during Life, only he may be annually re- 
chofen while he and they think fit. 



CHAP. IlL 

the State of Masonry from 
the Union of the Crowns to Grand* 
Mq/ler Mo^ TAG V. 

IN the Reign of King James the Firft, the 
famous and learned Inigo Jones, being Grand- 
TSfsL&erj the beft Craftfmen from all Parts reforted 
to him, who always allowed good Wages and fca- 
fonable Times for Inftru Aion in the Lodges, which- 
he conftituted with excellent Bye- Laws, and made 
them like the Schoob or Academies of Defigners 
iq Itafy. He alfo held the quarterly Communica- 
tion of the Grand-Lodge, of Mailers and War- 
dens, and the annual General Al&mbly and Feafl: 
en St. John*s Day, wheh he was annually re- 
chofen till i6i8, when Wittiatth Earl of Pembroke^ 
was chofen Grand-Mafter, and being approved by 
the King, he appointed . i&tig« 3^^ ^^ DeigutY-^ 
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Masonry thus flourifhing, many eminent^ 
wealthy and learned Men, at their own Requefl'y 
were accepted as Brothers, to the Honour of tbe^ 
Craft, till the King died on the twenty- feventh of 
Marchy 1625. Grand-Mafter y^ff« continued iib 
Office, and vigilant in carrying on the grand De- 
lign, till unhappily the Civil Wars broke put ; yet 
even during tliofe Wars the Mafons met occa- 
fionally in many Places. 

Our worthy Brother, the famous Elias JJh- 
mole^ Efq; an eminent Philofopher^ Chemift and 
Antiquary, Founder of the noble Mufeum at , 
Chcford^ which ftill bears his Name, in Page 15, of 
Yn Diary ^ fays, ** I was made aFree-Mafon ^iWiar* 
•* ringtoriy Lancajhirey with Colonel Henry Main* 
" waring^ oi Kerthingham^ in Chejhire^ by Mr. ili» 
•« rA^rrfP/wif^/, the Warden, and the Fellow-Crafts,.. 
" on the Sixteenth ofO^oiery 1646." The Writer 
of Mr. JjhfMl/s Life, who was not a Mafon, be- 
fore his Hiftory of Berkjhin, Page 6, gives the 
following Account of Mafonry, " He (Mr. JJb* 
♦*^ mole) was ekftcd a Brother of the Company of 
** Free-Mafons^ a Favour efteemed fo Angular by 
<« the Members, that Kings themfelves have not 
*' difdained to enter themfelves of this Society.— 
<^ From thefc derived the Adopted Mafons, Ac- 
•< cepted Mafons, or Free-Mafons, who are known 
«« to one another all over ' the World by certain 
*< Signals and Watch- Words known to them a- 
«* lone. They have feveral Lodges in diiFerent 
** CountricB for their lUception i and when an; 
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« of them fell into Decay, the Brotherhood is ta 
** relieve them. The Manner of their Adoption 
•< or Admiflion is very formal and folemn, and 
« with the Adminiftration of an Oath of Secrecy 5 
•< vjrhich has had better Fate than all other Oaths, 
*< and has ever been mod religioufly obfervcd ; nor 
** has the World been yet able, by the Inadver- 
*« tency. Surprize, or Folly of any of its Mem- 
•^ bers, to dive into this Myftery, or make the 
« leaft Difcovery." 

After the Refforation of King Char Us the 
Second, who though he had been made a Mafon 
abroad, neglefted the Craft, giving himfelf in- 
tircly up to his Pleafures j however, ^ , ^ 

• iiiJ^ rr rt TT^-i^fC EarlofSt.^/- 

.n 1663, Henry Jermyr,,Jz.v\ of St. ^^^^^ 

./fibamf being Grand-Mafter, Sir 

John Denhamy Deputy- Grand-Maftcr, Sir Cbrijto^ 

pher Wreriy and Mr. John IVehh^ Grand- Wardens^ 

made the following Regulations, viz. 

L That noPerfon, of what Degree focver, be 
accepted a Free*Mafon, unlefs in a regular Lodge^ 
whereof one to be a JMafter or a Warden, in that 
Divifion where fuch Lodge is kept, and another to 
be a Craftfman in Mafonry. 

n. That no Perfon hereafter be accepted but 
fuch as are able of Body, honcft in Parentage, of 
good Reputation, and an Oblerver of the Laws of 
tie Land. 

HI. That noPerfon, who (hall be accepted a, 
Free-Mafon, fiiall be admitted into any Lod^^ 
ttxili) J^ }m brought a C^ni&site s& '^ T vk« ^tA 
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Place of his Acceptation from the Mafter of the 
Limit where he was made, and the Lodge kept. 
And the Matter fliall enrol the fame in Parch- 
nient, and fhall give an Account of fuch Accep- 
tations at every General Aflembly. 

IV. That every Perfon, who is now a Free- 
Mafon, ftiall bring to the Mafter a Note of the 
Time of his Accfeptation, to the End that it may 
ht enrolled in fuch Priority of Place as the Bro- 
ihcr deferyes ; and that the whole Company and 
Fellows may the better know each other. 

V. That, for the future, the faid Fraternity of 
Free-Mafons (hall be regulated and governed by 
one Grand-Mafter, and as many Wardens as the 
faid Society ihall think fit to appoint at every Gene- 
ral Aflembly. 

VI. That no Perfon fliall be accepted, unlefi 
he be twenty-one Years old, or upwards. 

THOMJS SJVAGE, Earl of ^ 
EailofiZww/, ^^^^ fucceeded St. Mans as Grand- 
itee^ ' Matter, who appointed Sir Chrifto* 
pher Wrtn Deputy-Grand-Maftcr, 
andMr.y^&i ^WandMr. GrinlinGibbortSy Grand* • 
Wardens ; but the Deputy and Wardens had the 
Management of every thing concerning the Craft, i 
This Year, on the Second of September^ the . 
City of London being almdft dettroyed by Fire, the ^ 
Free-Klafons were neccflarily employed and en- 
couraged to rebuiM that noble City in a more cle- • 
gant Style than before. The Deputy had formed - 
a grand Dcfign of making it the moft regular 
juid fpkndid City in the WwU^ but by private 
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Properties, and other Hindrances, this laudable 
Defign could not be carried into Execution. 

Th e elegant Style of the Craft evidenced itfelf 
in building the Royal- Exchange ; St. PauCs Cathe- 
dral, the Foot-ftone of which was levelled in due 
Form by the King, Grand-Mafter Rivers^ the 
ArchitedB, Craftfmen, NobiUty and Gentry^ 
Lord- Mayor and Aldermen, Bifliops and Clergy, 
in the Year 1673 ; defigned and condudled by the 
Deputy-Grand- Matter Wren^ as Majier of Work, 
with his Wardens, Edward Strongs the Elder and 
Younger, TheA^c^m/n/, of the D^/V Order, 202 
Feet high from the Ground, fifteen Feet in Dia- 
meter, its Pedeflal twenty Feet fquare, and forty 
in Height, with Emblems in Baflb Relievo by 
Gabriel Gibber^ was finiflied in the Year 1677 • 
Many more fine Buildings were raifed, particu- 
larly St. Mary-U'Bew^ St. Stephen's in Walbrookey 
with its admirable Cupola, if equalled, not ex- 
celled by any in Europe ; the College of Phyii- 
cians ; and beautiful Middle-Temple Gate. 

GEORGE FlLLERS.Duke 
of Buckingham, an old Mafon, be- ^^^ofSmch^ 
came Grand-Mafter, but being in- ^* 

dolent, he left all to Deputy fFren and his War- 
dens ; and was fuccecdcd by Unry 

Bennety Iax\ of Arlington, who was T^\ ^^ /""' 
' t 1 • . r. * «. . lington, 1 67Q, 

too deeply engaged m State- Affairs ^ 

to mind the Lodges; yet in his Mafterfhip, the 

Craft was very confiderabk, and many Perfons of 

Diftinaion 
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Diftinaion rcquefted to be admitted, and were ac- 
cordingly accepted by the Fraternity. 

In feme of the Manufcripts of Mr. Afimle be- 
fore mentioned, there are many very valuable Col- 
ledions relating to the Hiftory of the Free-Mafons, 
as may be gathered from the Letters of Dn Knipe, 
of Chrj/i Church, Oxford, to the Publiflier of his 
Life ; the following Extrads therefrom virill au- 
thenticate and illuflrate many Fads in the fore- 
going Hiftory, 

** As to the ancient Society of Free-Mafons, 
« concerning vs^hom you are defirous of knowing 
«« what may be known with Certainty, I (hall only 
♦' tell you, that if our worthy Brother E, jf/h- 
^ molcy Efq; had executed his intended Defign, 
<^ our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him 
" as the Brethren of the moft noble Order of the 
^< Garter. I would not have you furprized at 
*< this Expreffion, or think it at all too afTuming. 
<< The Sovereigns of that Order have not dif- 
<< dained our Fellowlbip, and there have been 
*< Times when Emperors were alfo Free-Mafons* 
^ What from Mr. J/bmoleh Colledion I could . 
« gather was, that the Report of our Society's 
«^ taking Rife from a Bull granted by the Pope, ^ 
*« in the Reign of Henry the Third, to fomc 
** Italian Archite^ to travel over all Europe^ to 
<< ereft Chapels, was ill founded ; fuch a Bull 
^< there was, and thofe Archite£ls were Mafons ; 
<< but this Bm11> in the Opinion of the learned . 
^< Mr. 4fim9lh was confirmative. «Alj, and did 

*« not 
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; by any Means create our Fraternity, or even 
iblKh them in this Kingdom : But as to the 
me and Manner of that Eftabliflimcnt, fomc- 
ng I fhall relate from the fame ColIeAions. 
Albany the Proto-martyr, eftabliflied Ma- 
ry here, and from his Time it flouriflied 
>rc or lefs, according as the World went, 
vn to the Days of King Atbelftarty who for 
\ Sake of his Brother Edwin granted the 
ifons a Charter. Under our Norman Prin- 
, they frequently received extraordinary 
irks of Royal Favour : There is no Doubt to 
made, that the Skill of Mafons, which was 
7ays tranfcendently great, even in the moft 
barous Times, their wonderful Kindnefs 
i Attachment to each other, how different 
ver in Condition, and their inviolable Fi- 
ity in keeping religioufly their Secret, muft 
)ofe them, in ignorant, troublefome, and fu- 
ftitious Times, to a vaft Variety of Adven- 
es, according to the different Fate of Parties, 
i other Alterations in Government. By the 
ay, it may be noted, that the Mafons were 
/ays loyal, which expofed them to great 
ferities when Power wore the Trappingji of 
fhce, and thofe who committed Treafon, 
nithed true Men as Traitors. 
Thu s in the third Year oi Henry the Sixth, An 
\ pafled to abolifh the Society of Mafons, and. 
hinder, under grievous Penalties, the holding; 
apcers, Lodges, or other regular AiTemblies. 

•«^Yct 
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" Yet tliis A<5i was afterwards repealed, and even 
** before that. King Henry^ and feveral Lords of 
** his Court, became Fellows of the Craft." 

Many Lodges in the Reign of Charles the 
Second were conftituted by Leave of the feveral 
noble Grand-Mafters, the Fraternity being ftill 
confiderable, and many Gentlemen and famous 
Scholars requefted to be admitted. Mr. AJhmU 
again fays, in Page 66, of his Diary. " On 
" March the loth, 1682, about 5 Hor. pdl 
*' Merid. I received a Summons to appear at a 
** Lodge to be held the next Day at Mafom-HalU 
** in Londcn, March ii, accordingly I went, 
** and about Noon, was admitted into the Fcl- 
« lowfllip of Free-Mafons, Sir Wiliiam iVUfon^ 
« Knight ; Captain Richard Borthwick \ Mr. Vf^tU 
*' Ham Woodman ; Mr. William Grey 5 Mr. Santuil 
*« Tayhur^ and Mr. William Wife : I was the 
*' fenior Fellow among them, it being thirty five 
*« Years fmcc I was admitted ; there were prefent, 
** befides myfelf, the Fellows after named, Mr. 
*' Thomas Wife^ Matter of the Mafons Company 
** this prefent Year ; Mr. Thomas Shorthofe^ &c. ' 
" We all dined at the Half-Mom Tavern, in 
• ** Cheapftdej at a noble Dinner prepared at the 
*« Charge of the new accepted Mafons." 

Many of the Fraternity's Records of this and 
former Reigns were loft in the next, and at the 
Revolution : And many of them were too haftily 
burnt in our own Time for Fear of making Dif- 

Goveries. 

Upon 
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PON the Death of Grand-Maftcr Arlington^ 
he Year 1685, the Lodges met and cle£led 
"Ihrijiopher Wren Grand-Mafter, ^. ^, .^ , 
annually, while carryii^ on St. ^^,„/,68c. 
Ts, met thofe Brethren who 
d attend him, to keep up good old Ufages till 
Revolution. 

ARTICULAR Lodges werc moftly occafibnal 
Lmdortj except where fome great Works 
B carrying on : Sir Rahert Clayton procured an 
ifional Lodge of Mafters to meet at St. Thomas*^ 
pital in the Year 1693, near which a ftated 
ge continued long afterwards. BcTides the old 
ge at St. PauPs^ there was one in Piccadilly^ 
thcr by Weft minfter- Abbey ^ Holboum and Tower- 
\, King William was privately made a Mafon, 
roved of the Choice of Sir Chriftoph^r WreUy 
itly promoted the Interefts of the Craft, ap- 
ited the fine new Palace at Greenwich^ in the 
IT 1695, to be an Hofpital for Seamen, and or- 
!d it to be finiftied according to Joneses old Dc- 
. This Year alfo the moft no- 
Charles J Duke of Richmond znd ^^^^ i6oc ' 
flur. Grandfather of the prefent 
IS9 Matter of a Lodge at Chichefler^ coming 
the annual Aflembiy in London^ was chofen 
md- Matter, and approved by the King; Sir 
ijiopher Wren was his Deputy, who adled as 
>re at the Head of the Craft, and was again 
reA Grand-Matter in the Year 1698. 

IH 
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In the Beginning of the Reign of Queen Anntf 
the Augujlan Style was every where moft richljr 
difplayed ; yet the Lodges were more and more 
difufcd ; partly by the Negleft of Matters and. 
Wardens ; and partly by not having a noble. 
Grand-Matter, as in Times paft, the annual Af- 
fembly was not duly attended \ and what was the. 
worft of all. Sir Cbrijlopher Wren totally neglcScd 
the Office of Grand-Matter for feveral Years. 

After the Rebellion was over in 1716, the 
few Lodges in London finding themfelves unnoticed 
by their Grand- Matter, thought fit to cement * 
under a Grand- Matter of their own Choice, ai 
the Centre of Union and Harmony. The Ledges, 
that met were then held at the Go^fe and Grid-Irm 
in St. Pouts Church -lard i the Crown in Parkn^^ 
Lane J near Drury-Lane ; the Apple-Tree Tavern 
in CharleS'Stnet^ Covent- Garden ; the Rummer and 
Grapes Tavern in Channel- Row^ Wejiminfter^ 
They and fome old Brothers met at the Appli* 
7ree, and put into, the Chair the oldeft Matter- 
Mafon, being the prefent Matter of a Lodge, 
conftituted a Lodge in due Form *, revived the 
quarterly Communication of Officers, refolved to 
hold the annual Afiembly and Featt, and then to 
chufe a Grand-Matter from among themfelves, 

tUl. 

* So called, hecaufe it Jhould meet quarter^ according 
to ancient U/mge. And luheu the Grand- Mafter is frefiwtp 
it is a Lodge in ample Form s otbemvi/e only in out 
JFOaif, but both efual in A^l^ri^* 



MASONRY. 93 

till they fiiould again be honoured with having 
a noble Brother at their Head. Accordingly, 

On St. John BaptiJPs Day, 17 17, the Affembljr 
and Fcaft were held at the aforefaid Goiife andGrii* 
hm. The oldeft Mafter-Mafon being in the Chair, 
pfopofed a Lift of Candidates, and the Brethren by 
a Majority of Hands, eleSed Mr. 
Anthmy Sayer, Grand-Mafter of \,^^' 

Mafons, who was forthwith, con- 
gratulated, invefted, inftalled and homaged ; and 
then his Wor(hip commanded the Maimers and 
Wardens of Lodges to meet the Grand-Officers 
every Quarter in Communication, at the Place 
he (hould appoint. 

GEORGE PAYNE, Efq; fuc- 
cced Brother Sayer in 17 18, John- George Fayne^ 
neaphilus Difagulien, L. L. D. ^^1'y^'^^^<^ 
and F. R. S. in 17 19, and our ^^^Uejaguli. 
aforefaid Brother, the right wor- ers^ 1719. 
fhipful Georgi Payne, Efq; in 1720* 
It was now recommended to the Brethren, the 
ftrideft Obfervance of the Communication, and 
that they (hould bring to the Grand-Lodge any 
old Writings and Records concerning Mafons or 
Mafonry, to (hew the good Ufages.of old : Many 
Manufcripts were accordingly brought, for they 
had nothing as yet in Print 5 but many of the 
moft valuable concerning Lodges, Regulations, 
Charges, Secrets, and Ufages, particularly one 
written by Brother Nicholas Stone, the Warden 
ei Grand-Mafter Inigo Jones^ were too haftily 
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burnt by fcrupuloui Brothers, that tbejr might rkk 
iM into ftrange Hands. It was alfo agreed, that 
the new Grand-Mafter fhould have the Power of 
appointing his Grand-Wardens, and a DepaCf*^ 
Grand-Mafler, now found as neceflary as formal 
ly, according to ancient Cuftom. 

And at the Grand-Lodge in ample Form 
on Lady^Day^ I7^i> Grand-Mafter Payne pro» 
pofed for his SuccefTor, a moft noble Brother, at 
which the Lodge exprefTed great Joy at the 
happy Profpe£l of being again patronized by 
noble Grand-Mafters, as in the moft profperotiff 
and glorious Days of Mafonry. 



CHAP. IV. 

"the State of Masonry from 
Grand-Mafter Montagu to Grande 
Mafter Strathmore. 

WE have fccn in the foregoing Hiftory of 
Mafonry, by what Means the Craft 
flouriflied, and how they came to fuffer Decay j 
and that it was in the Times of Barbarity and 
Ignorance, of Tyranny and Oppreffion, of Waf 
and Bloodflied, when the popular Rage and Fury 
vented itfclf upon the noble Sciences, or Placet 
dedicated to their Ufe, aad chiefly upon the Pro- 
feflbrs and Advocates of this Royal Art, whicb as 

it 
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it was the moft ufeful to Mankind, fo it was the 
firftdoemed to Perdition. Indeed, the Da3rs have 
been in Britain^ when this ancient and honourable 
Fraternity fufiered not a little from the NegleA 
of their Grand-Maftcn, who (hould have counte- 
nanced the Communications with their Prefence^ 
given Life and Vigour to their Refolutions, and by 
Precept and Example, as well to keep the whole 
Body firm, fteady and faithful to the ancient 
Laws and Ufages of Mafbns, as to preferve the 
Honour and Renown that the Fraternity had ac- 
quired in the World with the Wife, Learned, 
Good, Great and Brave, from the Commencement 
of Time. 

This Royal Craft fuffered greatly during the 
inteftine Broils in the Reign of Charles the Firft ; 
nor do we find It made any great Advances after 
the Refloration, the Sciences being continually 
. interrupted by the tyrannical Schemes of an 
effeminate Court, and a SucceiSon of War from 
the Revolution to the Suppreffion of the Troubles 
renewed in the Beginning of the Reign of King 
Giorge the Firtt : Under whofe aufpicious Govern- 
ment Peace being fettled, the Sciences began again 
to flourifh, and Mafonry once more became the 
Darling of the People, under their Grand-Mafter, 
Sir Chrifiopher Wren^ whofe Abilities moft cer* 
tainly commanded all due Refpeft ; but the Want 
of Zeal and Induilry in the Work of his Lord, 
made it necefTary for the Brethren to guard againft 
all future Decays of their ancient and honourable 

Crafty 
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Craft, by chufmg the right worfliipful Gr^rgg 
Pojfne^ Efq; to be their Grand-Mafter, by whole 
Fervency and Zeal, the Freedom of this SocieCf 
has been fixed upon the noble and folid Baiit' of 
thofe Noblemen and Princes who have done Hs^ 
Hour to the Craft by their conftant Attendance 
and laudable Example ; a Series of fuch nd)Ie 
Perfbnages as no Age,- Society nor Nation could 
ever boaft of to have ruled over xhem i and who 
in a continued Succeilion will, in all Probability^ 
govim them and lift them up for ever. * 

It will be neceflary now to proceed to the 
RecUal of thofe great Names who have honoured 
the Fraternity by prefiding over them, either as 
Grand-Mafters or other Giand- Offices ; together 
with a brief Abfirad of the Tranf dlions in their 
Grand-Communications, in the Ord^r of Time 
they happened, 

Grand-Maftcr. 
JoHK Montagu, Duke of Mon t ag v« 

Deputy-Grand- Maftcr. 
John Beal, Doftor of Phyfic. 

Grand- Wardens. 
Mr. J. ViLLENEAU and Mr. T.Morris, juiu 

On the Morning of his Ele^lion, Jum 24, 172 1, 
Getrgi Paynij Efq; Grand-Mafter, aflembled the 
Gfand^Lodgc at the Kin^i-Armt^ in St. PaulCt 

Church' 
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dmrch-Tard ; made fome new Brothers, particu- 
hrij PbUipt Lord Stanhope^ now Earl of Chejler* 
ftUi and then marched according to the Manner 
of Mafent to a noble Feaft prepared for (hem at Sta^ 
1m0'9*HaUi where his Grace w?s invefted with 
the EnGgns of his Office, received their Homage and 
Congratulations, and entered upon the Exercifc of 
bit Authority : Whereupon Dr. DefaguUers^ for- 
merly Grand- Mafler, made an eloquent Oration in 
Praife of Mafons and Mafonry. The Whole was 
conduced with great Harmony and brotherly 
Love. In the feveral Communications held by liis 
Grace, he encouraged and promoted the laudable 
Dcfigiis of the Craft ; ordered their Conftituiions 
and Laws to be collcfted into one Body by ]!)r. De* 
faguliers and Mr. James jfrulerfon ; and to be re* 
irifed and amended, anil after being approved of, 
to be printed 5 which was accordingly done. . 

Grand-Maftcr. 
Phiiip Wharton, Duke of Wharton. 

Deputy. Grand- Mafter. 
J.Theoph. Desaguliers, L.L.D.andF.R.S* 

Grand-Wardens. 
Ur.JosH.TiMsoN and Ja. Anderson, A. M. 

miLUMCOIFPER, Efq; was appointed Sc. 

cretary, January 27, 1722-3. His Grace was very 

aAive and vigilant in viiiting the old Lodgrs^ and 

F coiiftituting 
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conftituting new ones, as the Fraternity began to 
increafe daily, by the Admiflion of many of the 
Clergy, Gentlemen, Merchants, and others of 
good Repute, who were all highly pleafed with 
bis Grace's generous and nobk Behaviour. 

Grand-Maftcr. 

F, Scott, E. of Dalkeith, late D, of Buccleuoh, 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
J. Theoph. Desaguliers, L.L.D. and F.R^S, 

Grand- Wardens. 
Francis Sore LL, Efqj and Mr. John Senex, 

The Duke ofH^artortj Grand-Mafter, came, 
attended with his Wardens, and many Brethren 
in Coaches, to hold the-Feaft at Merchant'Taybrs-' 
Hally June 24, 1723, and then walked with hb 
Deputy, Wardens, and the Mafters and Warden? 
of Lodges into the Lodge-Room ; and there recog- 
nized their new Grand-Mafter, who was now id 
Scotland ; about 400 Mafons were at this Feaft. 
Upon his Lordihip's Return in a Grand-Commu«- 
nication, he exerted himielf greatly in many Thingf 
for the Good of Mafons, particularly in forming 
their Committee of Charity, as will be after- 
wards more particularly related. 
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Grand-Mafter. 

C. Lbkox, D. of Richmond, Lenox and Aubicny. 

Deputy- Grand-Maftcr. 
Martih^ Polices, Erq; 

Grand^Wardens. 
Geo. Payne and Francis Sorell, Efqrs. 

The Earl of Dalkeith^ with his Deputy and 
Wardens, and a great Number of Brethren, waited 
on Brother Richmond^ at his Houfe at Whitehall^ 
June 7,^^ 17249 and then proceeded in a grajid 
Proceflion to Merchant-Taylors-Hall to Dinner: 
And there Grand-Mafter Dalkeith made the fol- 
lowing ProceiEon round the Tables. 

I. Brother Clinch to clear the Way. 
a. The Stewards two and two, with their white 
Rods, 3. Secretary Cowper with the Bag, 3. Oa 
hu Left, the Mafler of the fecond Lgdge with om 
great Light. 4. Two other great Li^ts borne 
by Matters of Lodges. 5. Former Grand- 
Wardens one by one, according to Juniority, 

6. Scffll and Senex, the prefent Grand- Wardens, 

7. Defaguliersj Deputy - Grand - Mafter, alone. 

8. On the Left the Word of State carried by 
the Mafter of the Lodge to which it did belong ; 
followed by Richmend Grand-Mafter cledl. 9. On 
the Right-Hs^nd the Book of Conftitutions on x 
CufbioDg a^rrisd by the Maftw ot l\v^ fecvvo^ 

F 2 "Vi^^^^ 



100 The HizroKYof 

Lodge, followed by Dalkeith^ Grand-Mafter* 
During the Proceffion, the Brethren gave the 
regular Salutations. The (econd. Proceffion was 
like the firft, fave that now Lord Dalkeith walktd 
firft as the youngeft late Grand Mailer, clofe after 
the former Grand- Wardens, and the Duke of 
Richmond laft of all, preceded by his Wardens 
and Deputy, and before them the Sword and 
Conftitutions. His Grace in the Execution of his 
Office was very affiduoQs for the Welfare of the 
Craft, and firmly eflabliflied the Fund of general 
Charity for poor Brothers^ that was begun by 
Grand-Mafler Dalkgitb. 

Grand-Mafter. ^ 

J. Hamilton, Lord PAisLEr, nowE. of Abircorh. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. j^ 

John THBOFHiLvsDssAGVLiEaSfL.L.D. and F.R«Sk 

Grand- Wardens. 

Col. D. Houghton, and Sir T. PsNDBROAiT,.Bt«; 

Lor d Pai/kyhtlng in the Country had appointed 
the Duke of Richffumd his Proxy, who held the Feaft 
zt Merchant-Taylors- Hall^ December 2^^ 1725, s^nd 
rec<»gniz'wd the Authority of the neW Grandr 
Mafter. During whofe Abfence the Deputy at- 
tended the Communications, vifited theliodges, 
and redrefled what was amifs till Lord PatJIiy r^ 
turned, greatly to the Satisfadion of bis Worfing, 

Grand- 
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Grand- Mailer. 
William O Brian, Earl of Inchiquih* 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 

William Cowper, Efq; 

Grand' Wardens. 

Albx.Chocke and Will. Burdon, Efqrs. 

Mr. Edward Wilfon was appointed Secretary, 
in the Room of WiUiam Cwoper^ Efq; now Deputy- 
Grand-Mafter. The Feaft was held at Mercen- 
Hall^ February 2>j^ 1726-7) and the Grand-Ma fter 
leing abfent. Lord Paijiey conduced the Bufinefs of 
the Day, and clofed the Lodge in due Time. The 
Gnnd-Mafter granted a Deputation to Hugh War* 
hmrtm^ Efq; to be Provincial Grand-Mafter of AV/A- 
Wali$y and to Sir Edward ManfelU Bart, to be 
Provincial Grand-Mafter of Soutb-Wales^ ^nd alfo 
a Deputation to fome Brothers in Spain for the 
confthuting of a I^odgc at Gibraltar. In his 
Mafterfliip, on the eleventh of June^ '^T^h ^^"S 
Gnrga the Firft died at Ofnaburg in his Way to 
HanaviT^ and was fucceeded by his only Son 
RING GEORGE THE SECOND, 
miw happily reigning, and the firft remembered 
at all the Aflembliei of Maibns in their peculiar 
Manner : To Mafons no more need be faid. 

F3 Grand* 
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Grand- Maftcr. 
HlNRY Hare, Lord Colerane. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Alexander Chocke, Efq; 

Grand-Wardens. 
N. Blackerby, Efq; and Mr. J. Highmore* 

Mr. William Read was appointed Secretary, 
The Feaft was held on St. John\ Day, December 27^ 
1727, at Mercers-Hally with great Joy and 
Sati&fa£tion throughout the whole large Aflem- 
bly. And his Lordfhip being entered upon his 
high Office, granted a Deputation for the hold- 
ing of a Lodge in St. Bemard*S'Sireety in Madrid, 
In the laft Communication under the Mafter- 
fhip of Cohraney Dr. Defaguliers moved that the 
ancient Office of Stewards might be revived to alSft 
the Grand-Wardens in preparing the Feaft, and 
in other Things appertaining to the annual Ge- 
neral Aflembly of Mafons ; which was carried 
unanimoufly, and that their Number fiiould be 
Twelve. A Lift of thofe Gentlemen who have 
fervcd the honourable Office of Stewards, from 
Grand'Mafter CoUrane to thofe who at prefent 
enjoy that Office, will be elfewhere infer ted. 



MASONRY, 103 

Grand-Mafter. 
Jambs King, Lord Kingston. 

Dcputy-Grand-Maftcr. 
Nathaniel Black£rby, Efqj 

Grand- Wardens. 
Sir J. Thornh ILL, Kt. and M. OCoNNORyEfq; 

Th e Feaft was again held on St. JoM^ Day, at 
Mircers'Hall^ Deamber 27, 1728. Dcputy-Grand- 
Mafter Cboch^ with his Wardens, fereral nobk Bro* 
thers, former Grand-Officers, and many Brethren 
attended his Woribip from hisHoufe in Leiteftir^ 
Sptargj to the laid Hall in Coaches, where every 
Thing waatranfaAed with great Hannony and De- 
corum. His Lordfiiip, at his own Coft, provided a 
curious Pedeftal, and a rich Culhidn, adorned with 
GoldTaflels and Fringes for the Top of the Pede- 
fial, with a fine Velvet Bag, and a Badge of two 
Golden Pens a-crofs pendant to a blue Ribbon for 
the Grand-Secretary : For all which the Com- 
munication returned his Worfhip Thanks in a 
proper Manner. Grand-Mafter Kingfim granted 
a Deputation to Brother Georgt Pomfret for the 
conffituting of a Lodge at Bengal^ in Eaft-hdw^ 
at the prefling Soliciution of fome Brethren re- 
lidi/}g there. 

F 4 ^x'wA- 
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Grand-Mailer. 
Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk. 

Dcputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Nathaniel Blackerby, Efq^ 

Grand-Wardens. 
Cokiiel 6. CArpintjbr and T. Batsok, Efqi 

Grand-Mastbr Kingjhn^ with his Deputf 
And Wardens, waited on his Grace theOrand-Maflcr 
ekA, at his Houfe in St. Jameses- Square » where Be 
was OKtby as great a Number of Brethren all clothed 
proper, as had ever been known, and from thends 
proceeded U^Mircbma^Taylors-Hall^ January V^ 
I729«30, in the following Maimer, viz. 

I. Brothik JAnfm to clear the Waf. 
a. Six of the Stewards with their Badges and Rod^ 
two in each Chariot. 3. Brothers duly, clotbed 
without Diftin£tion ii» Gentlemens Coaches. .^. 4. 
Noble and eminent Brethren in their own Cha- 
riots. 5. Former Grand-Officers not noble. . bj 
Former noble Grand- Mailers clothed proper. 7^ 
The Secretary alone with his Badge and Bag. %^ 
The two Grand- Wardens clothed proper with 
their Badges in one Chariot. 9. The Deputy- 
Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter alone. 10. ^/;;^^«, Grand-Mafter, 
with his Badge : Mr^Z*,Grand-Mafter ele<3, clothed 
only as a Mafon, in one Coach. 11, The Duke 
of Norfolk's Coach of State empty. Brother John 
Pine aSed as Marfhal, and conduSed the Pro- 
ccffion J which being arrived at the Hall-Gate ; 
I. The Stewards ftood with their Rods on each 
Side the Paflage to make a Lane. 2. Brother 
John/on to clear the Way. 3. Former Grand- 
Wardens one by one, according to their Juniority. 
4. Former Deputy-Grand-Mafters, according to 
Juniority, one by one. 5. Former Grand-Maftera 
by Juniority in the following Order ; Lord Glp/r- 
rani ; Earl of Inchiquin ; Lord Paijley ; Duke of 
Ricbmani ; Earl of Dalkeith ; Duke of Montagu ; 
Dr. Difaguliers ; George Payne^ Efq; and Mr, >/«- 
tiofff Sayer. 6. Then the Stewards clofed two 
and two. 7. The Secretary alone. 8. The two 
Grand- Wardens. 9. The Deputy- Grand -Matter 
alone. 10 On the Left-Hand the Sword, borne 
before Norfolk^ Grand-Mafter deft ; on the Right- 
Hand the Book of Conftitutions on a rich Cufhion, 
carried by the Mafter of the fenior Lodge : The 
whble was clofed by Marflial Piney with his 
Truncheon blue, tipt with Gold. 

Im this Order they folemnly walked into the 
Lodge-Room, where the Matters and Wardens 
received their Grand-Matter with the greateft Joy 
and AfiWlion in due Form. He fat down in his 
Chair before the Pcdeftal, covered with a rich 
F 5 Cufliion, 
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Cijfliion, upon which were laid the Conftitutions 
and Sword ; with the Grand-Mafter clcdl on his 
Right-Hand, whofe Eleftion was forthv/ith re- 
cognized with great Solemnity. His Grace was 
vigilant in his Office, and when his Affairs called 
him into Italy^ he was not unmindful of the Fra- 
ternity, to whom be fent the following kind and 
noble Prefents, viz. 

I. Twenty Pounds to the Fund of Mafons 
Chaiity. 2. A large Folio Book of the fineft 
writing Paper for the Records of the Grand-Com- 
munication, richly bound in Turkty Leather and 
gilt, and on the Frontifpiece in Vellum the Arms 
of Norfolk amply difplayed, with a Latin Infcrip- 
tion of his noble Titles. 3. The old trufty Sword 
of Gujlavus jfdolphusj the valiant King of Swiden^ 
that was next wore by his brave Sucreflbr in War, 
Bernard f Duke of Saxi'-JVeimar^ wiih both their 
Names on the Blade, which the Grand-Mafier 
had ordered to be moft richly embelliflbed j and to 
be the Grand-Mafter's Sword of State for the 
Time to come. • For all which noble Benefac- 
tions the Lodge exprelTed their moft grateful Ac- 
ceptance, in their peculiar Manner. His Grace 
granted a Deputation to Captain Ralph Fanvintif 
to be Provincial Grand-Mafter of Eafi-India at 
Bengali another to Monfieur Thuanus to be Pro- 
vincial Grand-Mafter of the Circle of Lower* 
Saxony^ and a third to Mr. Daniel Cox to be Pro- 
vincial Grand-Mafter of NeW'Jerfey ia America. 

A Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 
T. Coke, Ld. Lovel, aowE. of LfiiCESTSR* 

Deputy- Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Batson, Efqs 

Grand-Wardens. 
G. Douglas, M D and J. Chambers, Efq; 

Mr. George Moody ^ was appointed hisWorfliip's 
Sword-Bearcr. The Feaft was held at Mtrcns* 
Hall^ March 27, 1731, and all Things were regu- 
larly tranfaded. In a Grand- Communication, the 
Duke oi Norfolk^ with other noble Brethren being 
prefeAt, the Grand-Mafter moved, that the Thanki 
of the Community ihould be returned to his Grace 
for his noble Prefents to the Fraternity, which was 
forthwith done, and received by the Duke with bro- 
therly AfFefUon* His Royal Highnefi Francis'Stf 
fbiWy Duke of Lorrain^ now hislMPEHiAL Ma"> 
JESTY, WIS made an entered Prentice and FeUow* 
Craft, at xhtHagut^ by Virtue of a Deputation from 
'Gnnd-Mafter Lnwl for a Lodge there, of which 
br. DtfaguUen was Matter, J An Stanhope dmi John 
Heltzindorfj Efqrs. Wardens ; the reft of the Bre- 
thren that formed the Lodge, were Philips Earl of 
thejferfield^ Jeremiah Strickland^ Efq; Nephew to 
the Bifhop oiNamure^ Mr. Benjamin Hadlrf^ and 
a Dutch Brother. His Roy2i\ Ba^xa^ ctPKv\tv%v^ 
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England focn after, was made a Mafter-Mafon along 
with his Grace Thomas Pelham^ Duke of New 
caftli^ at Hmghton-Hall^ in Norfolk^ the Seat of Sir 
Robert Walpoli. This Event the Society have in con- 
tinual Remembrance in a proper Manner. His 
Worfhip alfo granted Deputations of Provincial 
Grand-Maftcrs to Captain J$hn Phillips^ of RuJJia^ 
and Captain James Cotnmerfordj of Andalufiay in 
Spain. 

Grand-Maftcr. 
Anthony Brown, Lord Vifc. Montacuti. 

Dcputy-Grand^Mafter. 
Thomas Bat son, Eiq; 

Grand- Wardens. 
Geo. Rooks and Ja. Moore-Smythe, Efqrsb 

Th e annual Aflembly and Feaft was held at Mer^ 
chant-Taylor s-HaU^ Jprilig^ 1732 ; and Deputy- 
Grand-Mafter Bat/mi^ with his Wardens, attended 
the Grand-Mafter eled, at his Houfe in Bbosri/haj^ 
Square, together with the Dukes of Mentagu and 
Xicbmml, Lord Cderane^ Lord Carpenter, the; 
Earl of Stratbmere, Lord Tefnbam, and many 
other Brethren all duly clothed ; who proceeded - 
to the Hall, and there performed everv Thing ac- 
cording to good and ancient Ufages. Iii the Courft 
of his Mafler(hip, be granted a Deputation for hold* * 
ing a Lodge at Valenciennes, in French Flanders^ and • 
^ 9^t)M ^\ ilot Hotel di BuJIy^ 4n Peris. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. V. 

7be State g/* M a s o n r Yfrom Grand- 
Majier Strathmore/^? Grand- 
Mafter Carysfort. 

TH E prcfent flourifhing Condirion of the Fra- 
ternity in England^ the Reader will difcern, has 
not been obtained without great Induftry and Appli- 
cation ; and he will alfo find the fame noble Endea- 
Tounnotthe leaft abated in their fucceeding Story, 

Grand-Mafter. 
James Lyon, Earl of Strathmori. 

Deputy*Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Batson, Efq; 

Grand- Wardens. 
J. Moore-Smythe, and John Ward, Efqrs. 

The Feaft and annual Aflembly were folemni- 
zed at Aitrciri'HaUy Junt 7, 1733 ; the Deputy and 
Wardens with fome noUe Brethren, and many 
others waited upon Lord Southw$U^ who was 
PfOKy for his Worlhip the Grand-Mafter ; who all 
proceeded in a regular Manner to the faid Hall. 
In the firft Communication after the Feaft, his 
Worlhip being prefent, informed the Lodge, that 
Bufincfs had much increafed, and that it would be' 
ncecflary to refer baek to the Committee of Cha- 
rity, what could not be gone through at once in the 
Communication i which was unanimoufly agreed 
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to. And Thomas Edwards^ Efq; Warden to the 
Duke of Richmond's Lodge, at the Honij IVeJi^ 
minjlir^ acquainted the Communication, that 
Capt. Farwinttr^ Provincial Grand-Maftcr of Eaji* 
India^ had fent from his Lodge at Bengal^ a Chefl: 
of Arrack for the Ufe of the Grand-Lodge, and 
ten Guineas for the Mafons Charity, which the 
Lodge gratefully received, and ordered folemn 
Thanks to the Lodge at Bengal. The Deputyr 
Grand- Mafter recommended the new Colony of 
Georgia to the Benevolence of particular Lodges. 
His Worfhip granted a Deputation to eleven 
German Gentlemen, good Brothers, for confli lu- 
ting a Lodge at Hamburgh. 

Grand-Maftcr. 

J»MN LiMBiAT, £• of CiAVFVBD, primier Earl of SftUmi% 

Depaty*Grand-Mafter. 
Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. 

Grand-Wardens. 
John Ward, Efqs and Sir £. Mansell, Be 

Mr . John Rms was appointed Grand Secretar/* 
On March 30, 1734* the Deputy-Grand-Mafter 
and Wardens, noble Brethren and others, attended 
the Grand-Mafter ele£l from his Houfe in MarU 
lorough'Street in a Grand-ProceiEon to Mercerh. 
Hallf preceded by a fine Band of Mufick i Har- 
mony and Regularity finifhed the Bufinefs of the' 
Day. Lord Craufurd^ by the Intervention 6f pub- 

lick 
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lick Affairs, could not hold a Communication for 
almoft a Year, and then held two in the Space of 
fix Weeks. The Book of Confiitutions was or- 
dered to be revifed, corrcfted and amended, 2nd 
when approved in publick Affembly, to be reprinted 
by the Authority of the Grand-Officers. 

Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Thynne, Lord Vifc. Weymouth. 

Dcputy-Grand-Maftcr. 
John Ward, Efq; 

Grand-Wardens. 

SlrE. Mansill, Bt. and M. Clare, A.M. and F.R.S. 

The Grand-Mafter eleft, on Jpril 17, 1735, 
was attended at his Houfe in Grojvenor-Squariy by 
Grand-Mafter Craufurd^ and his Officers, by the 
Dukes of Bichmmd and AthiU the Marquis of 
Btaumant^ the Earls of Wincbelfea^ Wem^t^ Loudoun 
and BaUarras^ the Lord VereBertii and Lord Cath" 
eart^ with many other eminent and worthy Brethren, 
doathed proper, and with a Band of Mufick pro- 
ceeded through the City with great State and So- 
kmntty to Merars-Hall; where good old Cuftoms 
wereftri^y obferved. In the feveral Communica- 
tions, Deputy-Grand-Mafter Ward being in the 
j(!hair made a moft excellent Speech, recommend- 
ing Temper, Decency and good Decorum to the 
^hple A£ieaibly i and then moved that a Law 
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might be made to enforce the fame ; and tbeii 
propofed a Regulation of ten Rules for the good 
Government of the Communications, which pafled 
unanimouily. It not fuiting the Grand-Mafter to. 
attend, the Deputy-Grand-Mafter performed all to 
the lafting Honour, Safety and Well-being of the 
Craft. Brother jRi]^fy, from Bn^al^ brought twenty 
Guineas for the general Chanty : And the twelve > 
Stewards, with Sir R^ert Lawley^ Mafter of the 
Steward's I^ge, appeared for the firft Time with 
their new Badges ; having certain Privileges now 
granted them. 

Grand-Mafter. 
John Campbell, Earl of Loudoun. 

Dcputy-Grand-Maftcr. 
John Wa^rd, Efq; 

Grand-Wardens. 

SxrR.LAWLBT, Bt.aiid W.Grabmi, M.D.aiidF.R.?. 

DEPUTY-Grand-Mader Ward, with his' 
Wardens, and the Duke of Richmmd^ the Earis of 
Craufurd and JUirmale, Vifcount Hinrcourt^ Lord' 
Southwell^ Lord Erjkine^ J$hn Anftis^ Efq; Garttr 
King at Arms, Alexander Brodie^ Efq; Lord Lkn^ 
King at Arms, with many other Brethren, and « 
Band of Mufick attended the Grand-Mafter eleA^ 
Urom hh Houfe at fFbiuhall \o Fxfimanim'Htlt^' 
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the 15th of Aprils 1736, to a npble Feaft prepared 
by the Suwards according to Cuftom.' 

The curious Bye-Laws of the Lodge at Exeter 
are read in Communication and applauded, and a 
'Letter of Thanks returned them for their hand- 
fome Benefadion to the general Charity. His 
Worfiiip granted a Deputation to Robert Tomlinfon^ 
Efq; to be Provincial Grand-Mafter of New-Eng^ 
hnd^ y$bn Hammertonj Efq; of South^Carolina^ 
and David CreightoUy Dodor of Phyfick, at Cape* 
Coaft^ in Africa. 

Grand-Maften 
Edward BtxcH, Earl of Da&nlby. 

Dcputy-Grand-Maftcr. 
John Ward, E(q; 

Grand-Wardens. ' 
Sir R. La WLBT, Bt. andW. Graemb, M.D.and P.R.S. 

The AfTembly and Feaft was held at Fijhnm^ 
gers-HaU^ the 28th of Jpril^ 1737 : The Grand- 
Mafter with his Wardens, the Duke of Richmond^ 
the Earls of Craufurdi and JVemys^ Lord Grey^ 
the Stewards and other Brethren, attended the 
Grand-Mafter eled in a folemn Manner, preceded 
by a fine Band of Mufick, to the Hall where ever/ 
Thing was tranfa^led as before. Upon the 15th 
QiNovtmbery 1737, an occafional Lodge was held 
at K0W9 of which the Re^tutvd Ilt« Dejo|,u\%rp% 
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was Matter, Mr. TFiWam Gofton and Mr. Erafmui 
King^ Wardens; the other Brethren that formed the 
Lodge were, Charles^ Lord Baltimore^ Colonel Lum* 
Ifjy Major Maddan^ Mr. Dun9yery and Mr. Vraden\ 

^. when his Royal Highnefs FREDERICK late 
Prince of JVjt L E 5, was in due Form introduced 
and made an entered Prentice and Fellow-Craft ; 
. and was alfo made a Mafter-Mafon by the fame 
Lodge, who in due Time aflembled there again 
for that Purpofe. The Book of Conftitutions be- 
ing printed and fupervifed by proper Perfons, was 
ordered to be publifhed. His Worfliip granted 
Deputations to James Watfm^ £fqs to be Provin- 

^ cial Grand-Matter of the Ifland oi Mmtfirrati 
George Hamltmy Efqj of Geneva ; Henry fftlliam 
Marjhalch^. Efq; hereditary Marefchal of Tbu^ 

V ringia, of Upper-Saxmy i William Doughs^ E^j 

^ on the Coaft of Africa and the Iflands of America^ . 
where no Provincial is already deputed \ and Captain 
V- fii^hard RiggSf of New^lTcri. 

Grand-Mafter. 

H« BjtiofiM^ Marq* of CASHMARvoNy now D. of C«Aiivot« 

Deputy-Grand-Ma fter. 
John Ward, Efq; 

Grand-Wardens. 
LoixiG. Graham and Captain A. Robiksok. 
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The Feaft was held at Fiftimngers-Hall the 
27 th of Aprils 1738, at which were prefcnt the 
Grand- Maflcr, his Deputy and Wardens, the 
Duke of Richnwnd, the Earls of Inchiquin and Lou- 
doun^ Lord CoUrane^ the Earl of ktntore^ Lord 
Grty^ the Stewards and many other Brethren, 
when every Thing was tranfafted as heretofore. 
Brother Revis^ Grand-Secretary, declined accept- 
ing the Office of Trcafurcr, as he judged the hold- 
ing both was incompatible with each other ; how- 
ever the Lodge requefted him to ad as fucb, till 
a Perfon every Way qualified for the Office of 
Trcafurer could be found. Soon after Jdm Jeji^ 
Efq; Comptroller of the Poft-Office, was chofen 
Treafurer, being nominated by the Grand-Mafter, 
and approved by the Communication. A Scheme 
was propofed for the placing out Mafons Sons Ap- 
prentices ; but after long Debates the Propofal was 
rgeded, as it would too much afled the Fund of 
Charity. The Right WorOiipful Grand-Maftcr 
prefented the Society with a large Jewel of Gold 
for the Ufe of their Secretary, being two crofs 
Pens in a Knot ; the Knot and Points of the 
Pens being moft curioufly enamell'd : And ap- 
pointed IVtUiam Hortpi^ Efq; Provincial Grand- 
Mafbr for the Weft-Riding of the County of 
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Grand-Mafter. 
Robert Raymond, Lord Raymond. 

Dcputy-Grand-Maftcr. 
William GRAEMBjDr. of Phyfic, and F.R.S. 

Grand-Wardcns. 
J. Hervey Thursby and Rob. Foy, Efqri. 

Thi Marquis of Caernarvmy Grand-Matter, 
with his Officers, the Earls of Loudoun SLtid Darn^ 
liy^ late Grand-Mafters, the Duke of Gordon^ and 
many other noble and eminent Brethren, attend* 
cd by the Grand^Mafter eleft on May 3, 1739^ 
proceeded in a regular Manner to Fijhmmgtrt^ 
Hall J with a Band of Mufick before them ; where 
eveVy Thing was elegantly condufted, and Plea-^ 
fure and Satisfadion appeared throughout all the 
numerous Afiembly. In the feveral Communica- ' 
tions his Lord(hip redrefled fome Grievances, and* 
ordered the Laws to be ftriAly executed againft all 
Irregularities, or whatever elfe that in its Confe- 
quences might tend to the breaking the Cement of 
the Fraternity. Brother CrudeR^ a Prifoner in th<^^ 
Inquifition ziFlonnce^ had twenty Pounds remitted' 
him by the Communication for his prefent Relief/ 
and it was refolved that proper Meafures might be 
concerted for his Enlargement. The Marquis da 
Marches was appobted Provincial Grand-Mafter 

for 
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for Sav9y and Piedmont : And a Deputation was 
granted for conftituting a Lodge at LaufantUy m . 
the Canton of Bern. 

Grand- Mailer. 
John Keith, Earl of Kintorb, 

Deputy- Grand- Maften 
William Graeme, Dr.ofPhy(ick»andF.R.S. 

Grand- Wardens. 
Jambs Ruck and Will. Vaughak, Efqrs. 

The Grand- Mafter was attended to Haber^ 
iafierS'Hall^ Jpril 22, i7flX), with the fame 
State as formerly, by George Payne^ Efq; Dr. />/- 
faguliersf the Earls of Loudoun and Damley^ paft 
Grand-Mafters ; Martin Folkes^ Thomas Batfin^ 
and . John Ward^ Efqrs, paft Deputy- Grand- 
Matters \ with many other reverend, eminent 
and,, learned Brethren. The Irregularities be- 
fore complained of, were now redrefled, and in a 
fucceeding Communication, Charles Qraufordj 
Efq; from St. MichaeV^ Lodge at Barhadoes^ at- 
tended and paid ten Guineas for the Ufe of the 
general Charity. His Lordibip appointed his Ex- 
cellency, General ^ames Keitbj to be Provincial 
Grand'Mafter of all RuJ/sa ; Matthias Albert 
Luttmany^ Efqi Provincial Grand-Malier oi Ham* 
hurghj and the Circle of Lower-Saxony, Edward 
Mmie, JEfqi for the Weft-Riding of Torifiin^ in 

the 
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the Room of ff^lliam Hortvn^ Efq; deceafed ; and 
^omas Baxter^ Efq; his Majcfty's Attorney- 
General of the Ifland of Barbadoesy to be Pro- 
vincial Grand-Mafter there, and of all the Iflandt 
to the Windward of Gaurdahup. 

Grand-Mafter. 
J. Douglas, E. of Morton, Kt. of the Thifik. 

Deputy. Grand-Maftcr. 
Martin Clare, M.A. andF.R.S. 

Grand- Wardens. 
W. Vaughan, andBENj.GAscoYNE, Efqrs. 

The annual Affembly and Feaft was held at 
Haherdajhers-HalU March ig, 1740-1, with 
the ufual Solemnity ; there being prefent Gtwgt 
Payncy Efq; Dr. Dtfaguliers^ the Earls of £«- 
doim and Damley^ and the Marquis of Caernarvon^ 
formerly Grand-Maflers ; Lord Ward^ Martin 
Folkis^ Efq; Sir Robert Lawley^ Baronet, former 
Grand-Officers : The Earls of Peyth and Clan- 
rickardy his Excellency Major-General Count 
Trouches de Waldhurg^ Minifter Plenipotentiary, 
and M, AndrU^ Envoy from the King of PrtiJ^y 
Baron Wajfenhergy Envoy from Sweden^ M. Beil- 
fields Secretary to the Pruffian Embafly, Count 
Harrachy Count Ct Daniel^ and many other Bre- 
thren, with a large Band of Mufick. This' 
va& AfkmhXy^ was condu&^d V7\xVv ^^ ^tAitft 
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Harmony and Decorum. In the feveral Com- 
munications, fome feafonable I^aws were pafled, and 
Regulations made for future Proceflions and Cere- 
monials too long here to enumerate. A Brother 
imprifonedatf^ SebaJiiarCs^ in Spain^ was ordered i- 
immediate Relief. The Grand-Mafter prefented 
a Staff of Office to the Treafurer, of neat Work- 
Bianfliip ; and then it was determined, that the faid 
Treafurer fhould be annually eleded ; and that the 
Treafurer, the Secretary and Swordbearer fiball be 
efteeraed Members of all grand Lodges or general 
Communications. A large Cornelian Seal of the 
Mafons Arms, properly enibellifhed, and fet in 
Gold, was prefented to the Grand-Maflier by 
ffVliam Vaughan^ Efq; fenior Grand-Warden. 

Grand-Mafter. 
John Ward, Lord Ward. 

Deputy-Grand- Matter. 
Sir Rob E R T La w L E y, Baronet. 

Grand-Wardens. 

B. HoDT, M« D. and F. R. S. and S. BEaiNCTON, Efq; 

The Earl of Morton^ with bis Officers, waited 
upon the Grand-Mafler eled at his Houfe in 
Br^k-flreety on April 2j^ 1742, and from thence 
went in folemn Proceffion and great State to 
HabtrdaJkers'Hally together with the Earls of 
Imdnm aad Dartdij^ and tht M^axcsjixa ^1 Carr- 
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narvon^ former Grand-Mafiers, feveral foi 
Grand -Officers, the Earl of AngUfta^ an* 
great Number of eminent and learned 
thren, preceded by a Band of Mufick : N 
more Harmony was known among Mafons 
at this General Aflembly. His Lordfliip b 
entered upon the Exercife of his high Office, 
no Time in applying the moft efFeSual and fp 
Remedies to all growing Evils in the Craft \ 
commended to bis Officers the greateft Vigil 
and Care in their refpeSive Stations \ and hii 
fet them a noble Example of what they and 
Fraternity had to exped^, by adviiing thofe L< 
that were much decreafed in their Members, t 
aleice with others in the like Circumfiances ; 
thofe Lodges who had beeii negligent in 
Attendance, after proper Admonitions, had 
Conftitutjons reflored, and thofe that continued 
tumacious were annulled. Summonfes were ore 
to be iflued out, commanding the Attendant 
fcverai Lodges againft a certain Day therein f 
to (hew Caufe why they had not attended w 
the Time limited by the Laws of the Frater 
In all which Inilances his Lordlhip manifeflet 
tendered Regard for the Intertfts of the Crafi 
Lenity and Forbearance of proceeding to £ 
mities ; yet by a Refolution, hitherto almof 
known, fupported and ftrengthened the Weak j 
mated and confirmed the Strong ; reproved an 
monilhcd the Negligent, wherever wanting 
tbax the Cement of \\a Sod^x-^ \iV\ki \V« ' 
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vAmty and Harmony, that has for all Ages fub- 
Sfted among Mafons, was never more preferved, 
nor ihone more bright. The Seafon of ihs Year 
Wng far adAranced, many of the Grand Ofnccrs 
nid noble Brethfen being abroad on the publick Scr- 
TJcCj. the Communication poftponcd the annual 
Aflcmbly, and unanimoufly prayed his Lordfhip 
to continue at their Head for another Year ; which 
be kindly accepted, and invited all that pleafcd to 
<iiiic with him at HampJIeady on the i6th of itil/i, 
1743, where they attended accordingly. In .1 
Communication, Mr. Francis Byam^ Mafter of 
the Court-houfe Lodge, at St, John's^ in Antigua^ 
attended, and made Report, that the Society there 
have built an elegant LoJgc-room, fixty Feet long, 
j and thirty -in Breadth ; with a neat Room aJjuia- 
' ing, for the receiving and entertaining of flrangs 
Brethren j and requefted, that they might be here- 
after denominated, Tlje Great Ledge at St. John's. 
His Lordfliip appointed the following Provir.cial 
Grand-Mafters, Mr. JVHUcim Ratchdale^ of the 
^ County of Lancafter ; Ballard Beckford^ George 
\ Ifyide, and Alexander Crawford^ Ei'qrs. of Ja- 
^mkiea'f and Thomas Oxnard^ Efq; of Korth-Ame- 

I* Tica : And granted a Deputation for holding 
the Great Lodge of the U n i o n at Franck- 
fort on the Mayne^ in Germany \ and alfo one for 
Cdnftituting the Lodge of St. George^ in the Empe- 
ror's Court at Hamburgh, At the Conclufion of all 
thcfe fignal Services, his Lortifliip took his Lcavo 
I -of the Fraternity, in a general Communication, 
! ' G v^ 
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in a moft tender and afFedionate Manner, exboft* 
ing them all in their refpe£live Stations tp a firm 
Adherence to their Laws and Regulations, to be 
jufl and true to one another, as nvell-as to all the 
World, as the only Means that could, and which 
undoubtedly would preferve tbcmjr^e and haffy to 
the End of Time. 

Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Lyom, Earl of SxRATHMORa. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafler. 
William Vauchan, Efq; 

Grand-Wardens. 

W. Graxmz, M.D. and F.R. S. and Fotherley Baxsk^ Bfiu 

On the the 2d of May^ 1744, Lord fFar^f. 
Grand-Mafter, with his Officers, George Paym^ 
Efq; the £ar]s of Loudoun and Morton^ former 
Grand-Mafters, attended the Grand-Mdler deft 
with the ufual Solemnity and Ceremony, and three 
Bands of Mufick, to Ft/hmongen-Hallj according 
to ancient Ufage. Moft of this Year, the Grande 
Matter being abfent, the Care and Management of 
the Fraternity*:} Affairs devolved to the other 
Grand- Officers, who were very aftive for t||e 
general Good of the whole Body. His Lordfiiip 
appointed Jlured Popple^ Efq; Provincial Grand- 
Mafter of the IlUnd of Bermudas,. 

Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 
James Cranstouw, Lord CRANSTaiiw . 

Dcpiity-Grand-Mafter. 
Edward Hody, Do£lor of Phyfick and F.R.S. 

•Grand-Wardens. 
FaTHBRLEY Baker and Tho. Smith, Efq; 

On the i8th of Aprily 1745, Lord Wardy as 
Grand-Mafler, with his Officers, George Payncy 
Efq; and the Earl of Loudoun^ former Grand- 
Maftcrs, Martin Clare^ M. A. and F. R. S. Sir 
Robert Lawley^ Baronet, Samuel Berington and Ben- 
jamin Gafcoyney Efqrs. former Grand Officers, with 
a numerous Concourfe of Brethren, and three 
Bunds of Mufick, waited on the Grand-Mafter 
«lQft in Proccffion to Drapers-HalL Brother 
Abodyy who had for feveral Years been Sword- 
bearer to his Worfhip, refigned that 0$cc on the 
Account of his ill State of Health ; and requefted 
of the Lodge to accept of the Badge ufually worn 
by him in Communication. The Grand-Mafter 
thereupon appointed Mr, Tijomas Slaughter his 
Swordbearer. His Lordfhip having exercifed his 
Office for a Year, with great Reputation and 
Honour to himfelf, and to the Advantage of the 
whole Fraternity J they unanimoufly prefied his 
G 2 \-A\^- 
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Lordfliip's Prefidcnce over them for another 
Year : And as the Seafon was advancing apace, 
and many of the great Officers and Nobility in 
Flanders^ fo that the annual Affembly could not 
conveniently be held; his Lordfhip invited the Fra- 
ternity to take a Dinner with him at Hampjteaiy 
the 3d oi May, 1746 ; which was with Pleafurc 
accepted of, and concluded with the higheft Satis- 
faflion. In a fucceeding Communication a Letter 
was received from the Brethren of the Lodge at 
Calcutta, in the Kingdom of Bengal, fetting forth, 
that the faid Lodge was in a very flour ifhing State, 
and very numerous, infomuch that there was a 
Neceffity of feparating, in order to form a new 
Lodge, and prayed the Grand- Matter to conftitu^ 
them a new Lodge, by the Name of the Third 
Lodge at Calcutta^ and fcnt therewith ten Pounds 
for the gericral Charity ; whereupon a Committee 
was appointed to draw up an Anfwcr to their L,ct- 
ter, and to comply with their Requeft, concludisg 
with the Grand-Mafter and Communicatioas 
hearty Wifhes for the Continuance of thofe truly 
laudable Difpofitions and faithful Endeavours of 
the Fraternity in India. His Lordftiip ordered 

•^ th« Proceflions to be difcontinued, and appointed 
Captain Robert Commins Provincial Grand-Maflcr 

• for Copi- Breton and Louijbourg ; arid granted a De- 
putation for conflituting a Lodge at Copenhagen, in 

' Denmark, 

Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 
William Byron, Lord Byron. 

Deputy- Grand-Mafter. 

FoTHERLEY BaKER, Efqj 

Grand- Wardens. 

The Hon, Robert Shirley and Thomas Jetfriys, Efq; 

M R. Danid Came was appomted Sword- 
bearer to the Right Worftiipful Grand-Mafter 
in the Room of Brother Slaughter, On the 
3Cth of /ff»'!l^ I747» the annual AfTemtily 
"and Feaft wis held 2Lt Drapers- Ha I/^ at wliich 
Were prcfent Grand-Mafter Cranjioun^, with his 
Officers, the Grand-Mafter eleft, George Paynes 
Efq; and Lord iFard^ former Grand-Maftc^, 
Martin Clare^ M. A. and F..R. S. and Sir Ri.hcrt 
Laivley^ Baronet, Martin 0' Connor ^ Benjamin Gaf- 
eeyne and Samuel Beringion^ Efqrs^ former Grand- 
Officers, yohn Jeffe^ Efq; Treafurer, with iheir 
Excellencies Monlieur Andrie^ Minifter from the 
King of PruJJia^ Baron Hoffman^ Minifter from 
the King of Poland^ Baron Reydefel^ and a great 
Number of eminent Brethren : The Whole was 
concluded with great Harmony, as of old among 
G 3 Mafons. 
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Mafons. The Laws relating to the Committee of 
Charity were by his Lordlhip's Orders infpe<aed, 
printed and diftributed to all the Lodges, for Rea- 
fons not neceflary here to enumerate. A very 
handfome Contribution to the general Charity was ^ 
fent from the Lodge at Gibraltar. During five 
Years that his Lordftiip prefided over the Fraternity, 
all neceflary Means were made ufc of to prefervc 
their Rights and Privileges, to redrefs Grievances, 
and fuccour Diftrefs, when and wherever required : 
In his Lordfhip's Abfence the Bufinefs devolved 
upon Deputy- Grand -Mafter -B^^^r and Grand-Se- 
cretary Revh ; than the former few have excelled 
him in the Knowledge of the Laws and Regula- 
tions of the Society, or have with more Zeal and 
Induftry defended them 5 and* the latter for his 
long and faithful Services to the Fraternity in the 
perieS and punflual Execution of his Ofiice, which^ 
if ever to-be equalled, can never be excelled. His 
I^ordfliip appoirtted the following Provincial Grand- 

>/ Matters, ff^lliam J/hn^ Efq; Recorder of Pbi/a* 
delphia^ of the Province of Penjylvania^ Count" 

.- JPanneskhld Laurwig^^oi the Kingdoms of Den- 
mark and Norway^ Lieutenant Colonel James- 
Jdolphus Oughton^ of the Ifland of Minorca^ and 

^.sMr. Francis GoeleU of the Province of iVm/23r^, in 

the Room of Richard Riggs^ Efq; now in England: 

And alfo granted Deputations for conftituting the 

i^Lodge of Orange at Rotterdam^ and St. Martinis 

Lodge at Copenhagen^ in Denmark. 
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Grand-Mafter. 
John Proby, Lord Carysfort. 

Deputy- Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Manningham, Doftor of PhyficL 

Grand-Wardens. 

The Hon. Ja. Carmichael and Sir Rich. Wrottisliy, Bt. 

The annual Aflembly and Feaft was held on the 
20ih of March^ 1752, at Drapers-Hail^ at which, 
were ppefent the Right Worihipful Grand-Mafter 
Byronj wrth his Deputy, the Graad-Mafter ele<3 , 
George Payne^ Efq; the Earl Loudounzni Lord Ward^ 
former Grand-Mafters, ^\x Robert Lawley^ Baronet, 
Dr. Hodyj Martin O'Connor^ John^-Hervey Thurjby^ 
and Robert Foy^ Efqrs. former Grand Officers, John 
Jeffij Efq; Treafurcr, with above three Hundred 
other eminent and learned Brethren ; much Har- 
monjy the old Cement of the Fraternity, abound- 
ing throughout the whole large AfTembly, and all 
expreffing the greateft Joy at the happy Occafion 
of their meeting, after a longer Recefs than had 
been ufual, occafioned chiefly by the Attention of 
all Perfons, and efpecially the Mafons, being fixed 
on the Re-eflabli{hment of the publick Peace, 
which ever brought Bleifings in Abuodance, and 
all defirable Honour and Efteem with the Good 
and Great^ to the ancient ^lud ^t^c^V^^-^i-^^x- 
G 4 ^^n- 
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nity. However high the Hopes of all that wifhcd 
well to the Caiife might be, their mod: fanguine 
Wifhes were foon out-done by the Induftry, Vigi- 
lance and unwearied Labours of their Grand- 
Mafter ; for his Lordfhip had no fooner entered 
upon the Exercife of his high Office, than the In- 
fluence of his Application to the real Interefts of 
the Craft became vifible to all, and their publick 
Fund in a very fliort Time greatly increafed. On 
the iSthof y««^, ^752^ hisLordfhip called a Com- 
munication, and laid before them an Eftimate of 
their Stock, a Contribution of eight Pounds from 
the Ifland of Minorca^ with a Copy of their Bye- 
Laws, together with what Letters and Me- 
morials had been fent to Jiis Lordihip, fetting 
forth, the State and Condition of tlie Mafons, 
throughout the World ; and then by his Au- 
thority approved the Law made for granting a 
certain Sum towards defraying the Expences of the 
Grand-Secretary and his Affiftant in each Com- 
imunication ; and concluded with a bold and fpi- 
rited Exhortation, that the Laws and Regulations 
might be punctually and faithfully executed ; and 
recommended to the Officers prefcnt, without any 
Exceptions, that good Decorum, peaceable and 
prudent Behaviour be inculcated by them, and 
ftriSly obferved in their Lodges, that the Craft 
may not fufFer by the Negligence, Imprudence or * 
Want of Skill in thofe who ought continually to 
watch for its Welfare 5 and that he was ready, 
whenever called upon, to go in Perfon, and fee 

that 
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that thefe his Injunflions were every where, exe- 
cuted according to the Letter : All which was 
received by the Brethren with univerfal Applaufe 
and Approbation. During his Lordfhip's Recefs, 
Deputy-Grand- Matter Manning ham vifited 
the Lodges in the remoteft Parts of the Town, or 
wherever his Prefencc was thought neceffary, rc« 
drefling what was amifs in the Execution of the 
Laws, and giving them the moft prudent Advice 
for their future Obfervance and lafting Advantage ; 
and the Whole of his Proceedings was conducted 
with fuch Candour and Affability, as mufl endear 
that diligent and aftive Officer to all the Brethren. 
His Lordfliip was no fooner returned to Town, 
than he called a fecond Communication ; at which 
were prefent, befides the adling Grand Officers, 
Dn Hody and Fotherley Baker, Efq; former De- 
puty-Grand-Mafters, William Pye, Efq; John 
Jiffe^ Efq; Treafurer, and the moft numerous 
Communication that had been for many Yea^si 
the Contributions to the general Charity amounted 

^to. feventy Pounds and upwards. It was then 
moved, that, in order to render the Mafons Cha- 

• Aty as extenfive as poffible, all foreign Brethren, 
iff what Nation or Profeffion foever they might 
jbe, fhould, after proper Examination, ^)e relieved 
.with a certain Sum immediately ; which was una- 

^ mmoufly approved. The great Services of his 

Lordfbip, prompted the whole Fraternity, to in- 

trcat his prefiding over them for another Year; 

which his Lordfliip was plcafed to comply with, 

Gs to 
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to the great Joy of all that wiflied the Adva 
incnt and Glory of the Craft. 

His Lordfliip held the Affembly and Fca 
Leather-fellers-Hall the 3d of Jprily 1753, ztM 
were prefent Georgt Payne^ Efq; and Lord H 
former Grand-Mafters \ Tf^lliam Faughan, 
Dr. Hody^ Fotherley Baker, Martin O'Connor^ I 
former Grand-Officers, and John Jejfe^ Efq; 1 
furer, with a numerous Body of Brethren \ ^ 
all Cuftoms and Solemnities were obferved ao 
ing to the ancient and venerable Ufage of Ma 
His Lordfhip appointed, for the Service ol 
current Year, 

Grand- Wardens. 

Sir Rd« WnoTrsiLT, Bt. and Fka. Blaks Dslaval 

Th b Grand-Mafter having retired to his C 
try-Seat for the Summer, the Deputy- Grand -N 
called a Communication on the 14th of June, 
in which, among other important Bufmefsj 
Giorge Clarke was chofen Treafurer, in the Ro 
Jobnjejfe^ Efq; deceafed. His Lordfhip alfo apj 
ed Provincial Grand-Mafters as follows, ff 
Pye^ Efq; for the County of Cornwall y Janus 
trijor, Efq; of Gibraltar, his Excellency Joh 
ker, Efq; Governor of the Bahama Iflands, 
vincial Grand-Mafter of the fame. Sir Rolh 
Cornwall, Baronet, Provincial of the Count 
Worcejier, Gloucejier, Salop, Monmouth and 



MA S O N R Y. 131 

firii and George Harrtfon^ Efq; for the Province 
of Nw^'Tork^ m the Room of Mr. GoeUi^ who 
defired to refign. 

Throughout this golden iEra of the Fra- 
ternity, the Royal Art has been carefully and dili- 
gently propagated, the nobleft Evidences of true 
old ArchiteQure every where abounding, and 
berhaps never appeared to greater Advantage 
lince the Auguftan Age \ as thefe Nations in 
thieir high Tafte for Building and Culture of 
the Sciences, far exceed the reft of Europe : So 
that the abfolute and compleat Reftoration of 
every Thing ancient, noble, great and elegant 
in ArchiteAure has been by Fate referved to 
be com pleated in thefe happy Iflands : And that 
whilft any of thofe goodly Structures continue to- 
refift the Ruins of Time, the Fame and Glory of 
the moft ancient Fraternity in the World will Be 
honoured and efteemed, by all that love true Know- 
ledge ; and joining the operative and moral Archi- 
teA together with the conftant Pradice of the 
moft extenfive Humanity, Benevolence and Cha- 
rity 5 feem to promife a Continuation till the final: 
Confummation of all Things. 



13^ 7^^ HisroTsty of 

A Jhort Account of the Rife and Efta^ 
blijhment of the general Fund of Cba^ 
rityfor the Relief of dijirejfed Mafons. 

BY the original Order and Conftitution of Na- 
ture, Men are fo made and framedjthat they 
of Neceffity want one another's Afliftancc for their 
mutual Support and Prefervation in the World : 
Being fitted by an implanted Difpofition to live in 
Societies, and eftablifli themfelves into diftinft Bor 
dies for the more efFeflual promulging and propa- 
gating a Communication of Arts, Labour and I0* 
duftry, of which Charity and mutual FriendOlip 
is the common Bond : It is in this Refped only that 
all the human Race ftand upon a Levels having all 
the fame Wants and Defires> and are all ia the 
fame Need of each others Affiflancc, as by this 
common Cement every one is bound to look upon 
himfelf as a Member of this univerfal Community } 
and cfpecially the Rich and Great ; for the truly 
noble Difpofition never fhines fo bright as when 
engaged in the nobfe Purpofes of fv;cial Love, 
Charity and Benevolence. Influenced by thefe 
great and good Principles, Charles^ Duke of Rich" 
mndy Lenox, and Aubigny^ being Grand*Mafter, 
Martin Folke5,lL((\y Deputy- Grand-Mafter, George 
Payne and Francis Sorell, Efqrs. Grand-Wardens, 
the Officers of forty-five Lodges being prcfent. 

Ft anew 
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Francis Scott, Earl of Dalkeith^ the laft Grand- 
Mafter propofed in Purfuance of Regulation the 
Xlllth. that in order to promote and extend the 
old charitable Difpofition of Mafons, that a com- 
mon Stock be fornjed, and the Money thence a- 
rifing be put into the Hands of a Treafurer, a 
Brother of known Worth and Integrity, at every 
Communication, for the Help and Relief of dif- 
treffed Brethren throughout the World. This 
Motion was readily agreed to, and his Grace com- 
manded all that were prcfcnt to come prepared the 
next Communication, to put the finifbing Hand 
to this defirable and excellent Work j which being 
accordingly done and great Progreis made therein, 
Grand-Mafter Richmond named a Committee for 
confidering of the moil efFeftual Means to bring 
about this grand Defign. The Committee foon 
after met and chofe JVilliam Coivpery Efq; Clerk of 
the Parliament, for their Chairman, who, after 
maturely weighing as well the Defign as the End 
of their Charge, attended the Comnnuinication 
with their Report, which the Grand-Mafter or- 
dered to be read and recorded, and Copies of the 
Report were fent to all tiiC Lodges, as follows : 



THE Committee, to whom it was referred to 
confider of proper MethoJs to regulate the 
general Charity, after feveral Meetings for tiiat 
Furpofe, came to the following Rcfolutions, which 
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they fubmit to the Judgment of the Grand Lodge, 
as conducive to the End propofed by the Re- 
ference, 

I. That it is the Opinion of the Committee, 
that the Contributions from the feveral Lodges be 
paid quarterly and voluntarily. 

II. That no Brother be recommended by any 
Lodge, as an Objed of this Charity, but who was ar 
Member of fome regukr Lodge^ which (hall con- 
tribute to the fame Charity on or before the 2ift 
Day of November^ ^JMy when the general Cha- 
rity was iirft propofed in the Grand Lodge. 

III. That no Brother, who has been admitted 
a Member of any fuch Lodge fince that Time, or 
fhall hereafter be fo admitted, be recommended 
till three Years after fuch Admiflion : And as to 
the Methods or Rules to be obferved by the Grand 
Lodge in relieving fuch Brethren who (hall be 
qualified as aforefaid, whom they (hall think fit, 
upon Application to themfelves, to relieve, v^ 
Thofc concerning the Circumftances of the Per* 
fons to be relieved, the Sums to be paid, the Times 
or Terms of Payment, the Continuance, fufpend- 
ing or taking off fuch Allowance, with the Rea- 
fons thereof, whether arifing from the Circum- 
ftances of the afiifted Brother being bettered, or 
from his Behaviour in any Refpeft rendering him. 
unfit to have it continued, and in general all other. 
Circumihnces attending the regular and ordinary 
DiAiibution of the Charity, where the Grand* 
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I^dg^ think fit to put any one upon it, the Com- 
mittee are of Opinion they are moft decently and 
fecurely left to the Wifdom, Care and Difcretion 
of the Grand Lodge, to do therein from Time to 
Time as Cafes fluU happen, in a Manner moft 
agreeable to the Exigencies of them ; which as the 
Committee cannot forcfec with any Certainty, fa 
they are unable to lay down any fixed Propofals 
concerning them ; but as it may fall out that a 
Brother, who is in all Refpe£ts qualified for Re* 
lief, and in Need of it, may by the Preffure of 
his Circumftances be forced to apply, perhaps, a 
good While before a quarterly Communication 
may be had, or the Grand Lodge aflembled, for a 
prefent Rtlief or Subi&ftance, till he can make his 
Cafe known to the grand Lodge for their further 
Pavour: The Committee took that Cafe into their 
particular Confideration; and as to that, are hum- 
bly of Opinion, 

IV. That three Pounds, and no more, may 
be given to any particular diftrefied Brother, who 
{hall be recommended by any Lodge as an Object 
of this Charity, without the Confent of the Grand 
Lodge. 

V. That the abovefaid cafual Charity, of 
three Pounds or under, be difpofed of as there {hall 
be Occafion, by a (landing Committee of Five, 
to confift of the Grand Matter, Deputy, and 
fenior Grand- Warden for the Time being, and 
two other Members of the Grand Lodge, to be 

named 
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named by the Grand-Mafter, of which Committee 
three always to be a Quorum, And it being abfo- 
Jutely ncceflary that, for coUedting and difburfing 
the Sums which fliall be given for fo charitable a 
Purpofe, there (hould be a Receiver or Treafurer 
publickly entruflfed and known, the Committee 
were further of Opinion, 

VI. That there be a Treafurer to be nomi- 
nated by the Grand-Mafter, and approved by the 
Grand Lodge : And, 

VII. That after the firft Nomination, all fu- 
ture Trcafurcrs be nominated upon every Election 
of a Grand-Mafter, by the new elefted Grand- 
Mafter, and approved as before. 

VIIL That all Recommendations of any 
Brother, as an Obje£l of the cafual Charity of 
three Pounds or under, be made to the faid Trea- 
furer, who is to give Notice of the Application 
forthwith to the Committee of Five for their Di- 
reflions in the Matter. 

The Committee then proceeded to con&der of 
a Propofal made to them, v/'z. That the Treafurer 
ihould from Time to Tinje give fame collateral 
Security for the due Performance of his Truft, 
which they found or judged to be a Matter of 
feme Nicety in many Refpefls, as well in Regard 
that it is probable none will ever be named to that 
Employmentof Trouble and no Profit, but fomeBro* 
ther of Diftinction and Sufficiency, and who therc^ 
. fore rather does than receives a Favour in its as that 

for 
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for the fame Reafon fuch Brother would not care 
to aft any others, efpecially not of the Craft, to 
be collateral Security for him ; nor would any 
other, in all Likelihood, in a voluntary Undertak- 
ing of this Nature, which induced the Committee 
to think that the requiring any fuch Kind of Se- 
curity would render it at leaft very difficult, if not 
impradticable, to get any Treafurer at all, more 
efpecially fuch a one ia Refpeil of Rank and Efti- 
mation, as the Committee believes every Brother 
would be glad always to fee in that Truft ; and 
whofe aSing in it would really prove highly for 
the Credit and Service of the Defign itfelf; for 
which, and many other Reafons of the fame Ten- 
dency, the Committee concluded againft requiring 
of the Treafurer any fuch coIlatv:ral Security, or 
that he (hould find any other Perfons to be bound 
with, or for him 5 yet however unneceflary they 
think it may, and hope it always will be, to re- 
quire even any Security whatfoever from one whofs 
Rank, Fortune, Probity, and Honour, might be alone 
fufficient in the Cafe, and acling efpecially in a Mat* 
ter of publick Charity to Mafons, himfelf a Mafon, 
and under the high and folemn Tye and Obligation 
of that great Charadler : The Committee notwith- 
ftanding conceived, that no Brother, who may be 
nominated for that Purpofe, would probably de- 
cline giving the grand Lodge the Satisfaction, if 
they require it, of his own fmgle perfonal Se- 
curity ) and therefore fubmit it as their humble 
Opinion, 

IX. That 
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IX. That thcTrcafuFcr do give his per(bn»r 
Security, by his own Bond, to the Grand-Mafter, 
Dcputy-Grand-Maftcr, and fenior Grand- Warden, 
and the two Brothers of the aforefaid Committee 
of Five, not Officers, in the Penalty and with Con- 
dition to be approved by the Grand Lodge here- 
after, if they think fit to require it. 

And as concerning the Treafurer's Accounts, 
the Committee were further of Opinion, 

X. That the Trcafurer do produce his Ac* 
counts of his Receipts and Difburfements (either 
by Order of the Grand Lodge, or Committee of 
Five) fair, and lay them before the Grand Lodge 
at every quarterly Communication, with the 
Vouchers for the Difburfements ; the Items of the 
Accounts to be then publickly read over, and if . 
any Difpute or Difficulty {hall a rife upon any of 
them, the Matter to be referred to fuch five Bre- 
thren prefent, as the Perfon then prefiding ihalL 
nominate, and the Grand Lodge approve, to exa- 
mine into the Grounds of the fame againft the 
next quarterly Communication, when they are to . 
report their Proceedings in the Cafe, with the State 
of it for the final Judgment and Direction of tho 
Grand Lodge : And, 

XL That the Treafurer's Accounts be al- 
lowed from Time to Time by the Grand-Mafter^ 
figning them, as allowed in the Grand Lodge, and 
any feven Matters of Lodges prefent attefting fuch 
figning in their PrefenCe^ and two Copies of fuch 

AccouiiCs^ 
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Accounts, figncd by the Treafurcr, to be forth- 
with delivered by him to the two Brethren of the 
Committee of Five, not Officers, each one to be 
kept by them refpeflively ; and the Secretary to 
enter the Account fo figned and allowed in the 
Grand-Mafter's Book. And, 

The Committee forefeeing, that fuch a Perfon 
as it may be thought proper to nominate from 
Time to Time to the Office of Treafurcr upon 
this O^caffon, might from many Caufes not al- 
ways be able to attend the pcrfonal Difcharge of 
it : And judging it reafonable that if he requires 
or wants the Affiftance of another, fuch Afliftant 
fllould have a fuitable Reward, which, as the Trca- 
furer himfelf makes no Profit, cannot be exped^ed 
he fliould be at the Charge of : Therefore they do 
further fubmit it as their Opinion, 

XII. That if the Treafurcr, when appointed, 
fliall find it neceflary to employ under liim an 
Affiftant or Clerk, he may be at Liberty fo to do 5 
fuch Clerk or Affiftant to be a Brother, and to have 
fuch Allowance from Time to TFme, by Way cf 
Poundage, as the aforefaid Committee of Five fliall 
think fit, out of the Monies paffing through the 
. Treafurer*s Hands, not exceeding twelve Pence in 
the Pound, without the particular Allowance. 
and Diredion of the Grand Lodge ; and thjs 
to be charged and allowed in the Treafurer's. 
Accounts. 

Xin. Thi^ 
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XIII. The Committee think it neceflary that 
every Treafurer, upon his Appointment, be defired 
to give the earl left general Notice he can, whe» 
he may be applied to from Time to Time, for the 
Purpofes of this Charity, as Need fliall require 5 aU 
which they fubmit to your Judgment and Direc- 
tion. 

Alexander Hardine. 

Dalkeith. Dak. Houghtok.- 

Paisley. G. Taylor. 

ThO. EowARPS. W. RiCHAllDSON. 

Wm. Petty. J. T. Desagu.lieri, 

From this Report the fucceeding ftiort Abftraft 
of the Laws relating to the Diftribution of the 
Mafons Charity have been formed from Time t^ 
Time^ as the Exigence of their Affairs required. 



Tbe Laws relating fo the Gun 2 jlal 
Charity, and the Difpofal there* 

Richmond, G. M, 

17249 Nov, %X* 

TH A T for promoting the charitable Difpofi- 
tion of Free- Mafons, and rendering it more 
extenfively beneficial to the Society, a Colleflioa 
be made in each Lodge, and paid into the Hands 
of a Treaflirer, towards railing a Fund for the 

Relief 
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' of fuch diftrefled Brethren as (hall be re- 
tended by fome Lodge contributing to the 



Paisley, G. M, 

1725, Feb, 2S. 

[AT the Contributions of the feveral Lodges 

ds raifmg the above Fund be voluntary, ami 

juarterly. 

I AT no Brother (hall partake of the (aid 

ty until he fhall have been five Years a 

ber of fome regular Lodge contributing to 

me. 

Kingston, G. M. 

1729, Dee, 27. 

iered^ That, for the future, every Lodge 
afons that fhall be conftituted by the Grand- 
!r, or by his Authority, fliallpay two Guineas 
xls the Charity. 

Norfolk, G. M, 

1730, Dtc, 15* 
aAT all Complaints, Informations, and Pe- 
s, to the Grand Lodge, fhall for the future 
ferred to the Committee of Charity ; who 
» examine the fame, and report their Opinion 
3n to the next quarterly Communication. 
lAT no Petition fhall be read, if the Petiti- 
don't attend the Committee in Perfon, ex- 
in Cafe of Sickncfs, Lamenefe, or Imprifon- 

LOVEL, 
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LovEL, G. M. 

1731, ilCg 

That the Committee fhall ftvc Power to 
pofe of any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, 
wards the Relief of any diftrefled Brother, as t 
ihall think proper. 

That no Brother that has been once affi 
fliall petition a fecond Time for Charity, witt 
fome new Allegation well attefted. 

Strathmore, G. M. 

'733*^ 
That the prefent, and all former and fui 
Grand-Officen, together with the Mailers of I 
regular Lodges, as fhall have contributed to 
general Charity within twelve Months next | 
ceding the Meeting of any Committee of Chai 
(hall be Members of every fuch Committee : i 
that all Queftions, and other Tranfaflions ibci' 
fhall be determined by the Majority prefent. 

That if the Cafe of a diflrreffed Brother, 
his Petition, appears to require more than 
Pounds, the Committee fhall refer the fame to 
next quarterly Communication. 

Craufurd, G. M. 

1734, Fr*, 

That no Reh'ef fhall be granted on any F 
tion for Charity, unlefs fome Brother who 
5 % 
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iigned the fame fliall be prerent to atteft the Truth 
thereof, or at leaft, that the Subfcriptions thereto 
are genuine. < 

1735, ^'^^^^"^ 3»» 
That no Perfon made a Mafon in a private 
«nd clandeftine Manner, upon fmall and unworthy 
Confiderations, (hall a£l as a Grand-Officer, or 
even as an Officer of a private Lodge, or fhall 
partake of the general Cliarity« 

That no Relief fliall be granted, on any Peti- 
tion for Charity, unlefs the Name of the Petiti- 
oner is expreisly mentioned therein, and the Offi- 
cers, and the Majority of the other Members of 
fome regular Lodge contributing to the genera! 
Charity do fubfcribe the fame, and certify, that 
they have known the Petitioner to have been in re- 
putable, or at leaft tolerable Circumftances. 

Weymouth, G. M. 

IT %6, Aprils* 

That no Petition for Charity fliall be pre- 
iented to any Committee that hath not been left 
with (Jie Grand-Secretary ten Days at leaft before 
the Meeting thereof. 

Caernarvon, G. M. 

Ordered^ That every Lodge fliall pay two 
Shillings and fix Pence for a Removal ; and one 
Shilling for changing the Time of meeting. 

Raymond, 



\ 
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Raymond, G. M. 

1 739^ Monk so* . 
That a Brother's being intitlcd to, and receiv- 
ing Relief out of the Charity of a particular 
Lodge, in purfuance of the Laws thereof, (hall be 
•no Objeflion to his being relieved out of the 
general Charity, in cafe fuch I^iodge iball contri- 
bute to the faid general Charity, according to the 
Laws of the Society. 

Morton, G. M. 

1741, Z)*f. 3. 

That before the Brethren proceed toBufincfs 
in any Committee of Charity, all the Laws relat- 
ing to the Difpofal of the general Charity of this 
Society be firft read ; and that, for the future, no 
Petition {hall be received, unlcfs every Brother 
(hall, at the Time of his figning the fame, be a 
Member of fonie regular Lodge, and the Name of 
fuch his Lodge be always fpecified, 

Carysfort, G. M. 

175», Junt iS. 

Ordered^ That the Sum of three Guineas be 
paid to the Grand-Secretary at every Communica*- 
tion and annual Affembly for his own incidental 
Charges, and that of an Afliftant Secretary, out of 
the publick Fund- 

Ordercdy That any foreign Brother, after due 
Examination, (hall be relieved by this Committee, 
with any Si-m not exceeding five Pounds, any Lavir 
to the contrary notwithftanding. 

THE. 




THE 

CHARGES 



O P A 
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TO BE READ 



Lt the making of New Brethren, 
or when the M A S T E R (hall 
order it. 



The General Heads, 'viz. 

OF God and Religion. 
Of the Civil MaglJIrate, fupreme and fub- 
ordinate. 
[1. Of Lodges. 

V, Of Maftersy Wardens^ Fellows^ and Apprentices, 
^ Of the Management of the Craft in workirg. 
^I. Of Behaviour^ viz. 

H I. Iw 
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J. In the Lodge while cwiftitvted, 

2. After the Lodge is over and the Brcibrm 
not gone. 

3. When Brethren meet without Strangtri^ 
but not in a Lodge, 

4. In Prefence of Strangers not Mafons. 

5. At Home, and in the Neighbourhood. 

6. Towards zjlrange Brother, 

L Concerning God and Religion. 

A Mason isoWiged, by his Tenure, to obey 
the Moral Law ; and if he rightly underilands 
the Art, he will never be a ftupid jfthei/fj nor 
an irreligious Libertine, But though in ancient 
Times Mafons were charged in every Country to 
be of the Religion of that Country or Nation, 
whatever it was, yet it is now thought more ex- 
pedient only to oblige thtm to that Religion in 
which all Men agree, leaving their particular Opi- v 
nions to themfelves ; that is, to be good Mm 
and true, or Men of Honour and Honefty, by 
whatever Denominations or Perfuafxons they may 
be diftinguifiied ; whereby Masonry becomes 
the Centre of Union, and the Means of conci- 
liating true Friendlhip among Perfons that muft 
have rcmaiaed at a perpetual Diftance. 

J]. Oi the C'iv\lMzg\Ar2ite^ fiUPreme and /uiordinate. 

A Mason is a* peaceable Subject to the Civil 
Power:, wlwrcvcr he rcfides or works, and is nc- 
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Tcr to be concerned in Plots and Confpiracics a- 
gainft the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, nor 
to behave himfelf undutifully to inferior Magi- 
fifates ; for as Mafonry hath been always injured 
by War, Bloodfhed, and Confuiion, fo ancient 
Kings and Princes have been much difpofed to 
encourage the Craftfmen, becaufe of their Peace- 
ablenefs and Loyalty^ whereby they pra(Sticall/ 
anfwered the Cavils of their Adverfaries, and pro- 
moted the Honour of the Fraternity, who ever 
ilourifh'd in Times of Peace. So that if a Bro- 
ther {hould be a Rebel againfl: the State, he is 
not to be countenanced in his Rebellion, how- 
ever he may be pitied as an unhappy Man ; and, 
if conviAed of no other Crime, though the loyal 
Brotherhood mud and ought to difown his Re- 
bellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of po- 
IJtical Jeaioufy to the Government for the Time 
-'being ; they cannot expel him from the Lodge^ 
^ and his Relation to it remains indefeafible. . 

III. Of Lodges. 

A LoD 6 E is a Place where Mafons affemble and 
work : Hence that Aflembly, or duly organized 
Society of Mafons, is called a Lodge^ and every 
Brother ought to belong to one, and to be fub- 
jedl to its By-Laws and the General Regulations, 
It is either particular or general, and will be bcft 
tinderftood by attending it, and by the Regula- 
tions of the General or Grand Lodge hereunto an- 
nexed. In ancient Times, no Mafler or Fellow 
H 2 couid 
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could be abfcnt from it, cfpecially when warned 
to appear at it, without incurring a fevcre Ccn- 
fure, until it appeared to the Mafter and IVardeni^ 
that pure Neceffity hindered him. 

The Perfons admitted Members of a Lodge 
muft be good and true Men, free-born, of ma- 
ture and difcreet Age, no Bondmen, no Women, 
no immoral or fcandalous Men, but of good Re- 
port. 

IV. CyMafters, Wardens, Fellows, tfwrf Apprentices. 

All Preferment among Mafom is grounded up- 
on real Worth and perfonal Merit only j that fo 
the Lords may be well ferved, the Brethren not 
put to Shame, nor the Bj^qI Craft defpifed : 
Therefore no Matter or Warden is chofen by Se- 
niority, but for his Merit. It is impoffible to 
dsfcribe thefe Things in Writing, and every Bro- 
ther muft attend in his Place, and learn them in 
a Way peculiar to thii Fraternity : Only Candi- 
dates may know, that no Mafter fliould take an 
Apprentice, unlefs he has fufficient Employment 
for him, and unlefs he be a perfeA Youth, ha- 
ving no Maim or Defedl in his Body, that may 
render him uncapable of learning the y/r/, of fcr- 
ving his Mafter's Lord, and of being made a Bro- 
ther and then a Fellow-Craft in due Time, even 
after he has ferved fuch a Term of Years as the 
Cuftom of the Country direiSls ; and that .be 
ihpuld be defcended of honed Parents i that (b, 

when 
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when otherwife qualified, he may arrive to the 
Honour of being the Warden^ then Majlcr of 
the Lodge^ the Grand-Warden^ and, at length the 
Grand'MaJler of all the Lodges^ according to his 
Merit. 

No Brother can be a Warden until he has paflcj 
the Part of Fellow- Craft ; nor a Mafter until he 
has afted as a Warden, nor Grand-Warden un- 
til he has been Mafter of a Lodge ^ nor Grand- 
Mafter unlcfs he has been a Fellow-Craft before 
his EIcQion, who is alfo to be nobly born, or a 
Gentleman of the beft Fafhion, or fome eminent 
Scholar, or fome curious Architefl, or other Ar- 
tift, defcended of honeft Parents, and who is of 
fingular great Merit in the Opinion of the Lodges. 
And for the better, and eafier, and more ho- 
nourable Difcharge of his Office, the Grand- 
Mafter has a Power to chufe his own Deputy- 
Grand-Mafler, who muft be then, or muft have 
been formerly, the Mafter of a particular Z^^j^^, 
and has the Privilege of afting whatever the 
Grand-Mafter, his Principal, fhould a6^, unlets 
the faid Principal be prefent, or interpofe his 
Authority by a particular Command, 

These Rulers and Governors, fupreme and 
fubordinate, of the ancient Lcdge^ are to be o- 
beyed in their refpeftive Stations by all the Bre- 
thren, according to the dd Charges and Regula- 
tiont^ with all Humility, Reverence, Love, and 
Alacrity. 

H3 Y.Of 
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V. 0/ the Managenunt of the Craft in working. 

All Alafons fliall work honeftly on working 
Days, that they may live creditably on Hcly Days-, 
and the Time appointed by the Law of the Land, 
or confirmed by Cuftom, fhall be obferved. 

The moft expert of the Fellow- Craftfmen fhall 
be chofen or appointed the Matter, or Over- 
feer of the Lord's Work ; who is to be called 
Mafter by thofe that work under him. The 
Craftfmca are to avoid all ill Language, and to 
call each other by no difobliging Name, but Bro- 
ther or Fellow ; and to behave themfelves cour- 
teou/ly within and without the Lodge. 

Th e Mafter, knowing himfclf to be able of 
Cunning, (hall undertake the Lord's Work as 
reafonabJy as pofBble, and Uuly difpend hit 
Goods as if they were his own ; nor to give more 
Wages to any Brother or Apprentice than he 
xealJy may deferve. 

Both the Mafter and the Mafons receiving their 
Wages juftly, fhall be faithful to the Lord, and 
J< nefUy finilh their Work, whether Taft or 
journey j nor put the Work to Talk that hath 
^"^"^"^"^^^ to Journey. 
iBro'lh-f difcover Envy at the Profperity of 

lis Work ^,''' ^"PP^^»t him, or put him out of ^ 
or no lu' ^^ capable to finifti the fame j 

D ih^ T "1>''^'* ^"'^ another's Work fo much 
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qurfnted with the Defigns and Draughts of him 
that began it. 

When a Fcllow-Craftfman is chofcn Warden 
of the Work under the Mafter, he fhall be true 
both to Mafter and Fellows, (hall carefully over- 
fee the Woik in the Matter's Abfence to the Lord's 
Profit ; and his Brethren (hall obey him. 

All Mafons employed, (hall meekly receive 
their Wages without Murmuring or Mutiny, 
and not to defert the Mafter till the Work is 
finlihed. 

A YOUNGER Brother (hall be inftrtifled in 
working, to prevent fpoilihg the Materials for 
want of Judgment, and for ehcreafing and con- 
tinuing of brotherly Love. 

All the Tools ufed in working (hall bfe ap- 
proved by the Grand- Lodge. 

No Labourer (hall be employed in the proper 
Work of Mafonry \ nor (hall FkEE-MAisoNs 
work with thofe that are not free^ without an 
urgent Neceffity ; nor (hall they teach Labourers 
and unaccipud Mafons, as they (hould teach a 
brother or Fellow. 

VL (y Behaviour, viz. 
1, In the Lodge while conjiituted, 

' You are not to hold private Committees, or 
feparate Converfation, without Leave from the 
Ma(br, nor to talk of any Thin^ \m^t\\tMtti\. ^\ 

H 4. >9^X&A'CB^.>] 
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unfeemly, nor interrupt the Maftcr or Wardens, 
or any Brother fpeaking to the Matter : Nor 
behave yourftlf ludicroufly or jeftingly while the 
Lodg€ IS engaged in what is ferious and foleinn > 
nor ufe any unbecoming Language upon any Pre- 
tence whatfocver ; but to pay due Reverence to 
your Matter, Wardens, and Fellows, and put 
them to Worfliip. 

If any Complaint be brought, the Brother 
found guilty fhall ftand to the Award and Deter- 
mination of the Lodgey who are the proper and 
competent Judges of all fuch Controverfies, (un- 
kfs you carry it by Jppeal to the Grand- LoJgt) 
and to whom they ought to be referred, unlefs a 
Lord's Work be hindered the mean While, in 
which Cafe a particular Reference may be made ; 
but you muft never go to Law about what con- 
ccrneth Mafonry^ without an abfolute NeccfBty 
apparent to the JUdge. 

2, Behaviour after the Lodge Is over and the Bre- 
thren not gone, ' 

You may enjoy yourfclves with innocent Mirth, 
treating one another according to Ability, but a^ 
voiding all Excefs, or forcing any Brother to eat 
or drink beyond his Inclination, or hindering 
him from going when his Occafions call him, or 
doing or faying and Thing ofienfive, or that may 
forbid an eafy and free Converfarion ; for thftt 
would blaft our Harmony, and defeat our lauda- 
ble 
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ble Purpofes. Therefore no private Piques or 
Quarrels muft be brought within the Door of the 
Lodge^ far lefs any Quarrels about Religion^ cr 
Nations^ or Stati- Policy, ve being only, as Ma- 
fonsj of the Catholick Reltghn above-mentioned ; 
we are alfo of all Nations^ Tonguesy Kindreds, 
knd Languages, and are refolved again ft all Poli' 
tieis, as what never yet conduced to the Welfare 
6f tliC Lodge, nor ever will. This Charge has 
been always ftridly enjoy ned and obferved ; but 
efpecially ever fince the ReformattGn in Britain, 
or the Diflent and Seceffion of thcfe Nations from 
the Communion of Rome^ 



3. Behaviour when Brethren meet without Stran- 
gers, but not in a Lodge formed. 

You are to falute one another in a courteous 
Manner, as you will be inftru^ed, calling each 
other Brother, freely giving mutual Inftrudlions^ 
as ihall be thought expedient, without being o- 
verfeen or overheard, and without encroaching 
upon each other, or derogating from that Re- 
fpcS which is due to any Brother, • were he not 
a Mafon ; for though all Mafons are as Brethren 
«pon the fame Level, yet Mafonry takes no Honour 
from a Man that be had before ; nay, rather it 
adds to his Honour, efpecially if he has deferved. 
wdl of the Brotherhood, who muft give Honour 
to whom it is due, and avoid ill Manners. 

H 5 4^ BehaviouF 
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4. Beha^our in Prtfmet vf Strangers n»t Ma(biM. 

You (hall be cautious in your Words and Car- 
riage, that the moft penetrating Stranger (hall 
not be able to difcover or fipd out what is net 
proper to be intimated ; and fometimes j^ou fliatt 
divert a Difcourfe, and manage it prudend/ £k 
the Honour of the Winflnfful Fretirmty. 



5. Behaviour at Home and in ymr Neighbeurbooim 

You are to a£t as becomes a moral and wife 
Man; particularly, not to let your Family, Friend% 
and Neighbou s know the Concerns of the Ltd^i^ 
bfc, but wifely to confult your own Honour, and 
that of the ancient Brotherhood^ for Reafbns hot 
to be mentioned here. You muft alfo confult your 
Health, by not continuing together too late, or 
too long from home, after Lodge Hours are paft \ 
and by avoiding of Gluttony or Drunkennefs, that 
your Families be not negle&ed or injured, ndr 
you difabled from working. 

(. Behaviour towards ajhrangt Brother* 

You are cautioufly to examine him, in fuch % 
Method as Prudence fliall direa you, that ya^ 
rnay not be impofed upon by an ignorant fal(e 
Pretendefy whom you arc to rcjeft with Con- 
tempt 
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tempt and Derifion, and beware of giving him 
any Hints of Knowledge. 

But if you difcover him to be a true and ge* 
nuine Brothery you are to refpecl him according* 
ly 5 and if he is in Want, you muft relieve him if 
yovt can, or elfe direA him how he may be relieved : 
You muft employ him (bme Days, or elfe recom^ 
mend him to be employed. But you are not 
charged to do beyond your Ability, only to pre- 
fer a poor Brother J that is a good Man and true^ " 
before any other poor People in the fame Circum- 
fiances. 

Finally^ All thcfe Charges you are to obferve^ 
and alfo thofe that Ihall be communicated to 
you in another Way ; cultivating brotherly Love^ 
the Foundation and Cape-Stoney the Cement and 
Ghry of this ancient Fraternity^ avoiding all 
Wrangling and Quarrelling, all Slander and 
Backbiting, nor permitting others to flander any 
honeft Brother, but defending his Charad^er, and 
doing him all good Offices, as far as is confiftent 
with your Honour and Safety^ and no farther.. 
And if any of them do you Injury, you muft 
apply to your own or his Lodge ; and from thence 
you may appeal to the Grand- Lndge at the ^ar* 
terly Communkatton^ and from thence to the an^ 
nttal Grand- Lodge, as has been the ancient ]?.uda- 
ble Conduct of our Fore-Fathers in twery Nation ;. 
never taking a legai Courfe^ but when the Cafe 
camiot be otherwise decided, and patiently liflening 

10 
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to the honeft and friendly Advice of Maftef and 

Fellows, when they would prevent your going to 
Law with Strangers^ or would excite you to put a 
fpeedy Period to all Law-Suits^ that fo you m»y 
mind the Jjff^air of Mafonry with the more Ala* 
crity and Succefs ; but with RefpeA to Brothers or 
Fellows at Law, the Mafter and Brethren fliould 
kindly offer their Mediation, which ought to be 
thankfully fubmitted to by the contending Bre- 
thren ; and if that Submiflion is impra&icable, 
they mud however carry on their Proee/s^ or Lauh- 
Sutt^ without Wrath and Rancor (not in the com- 
mon Way) faying or doing nothing which may 
hinder brotherly Love^ and good Offices to be re« 
newed and continued ; that all may fee the benign 
hfiuence of Mafonry^ as all true Mafons have done 
from the Beginning of the ff^orU^ and will do to 
the End of Time. 

Jmerif fo mote it he. 




THE 



THE 

MANNER* 

Of Constituting a 

LODGE, 

According to the ancient Usages 
of MASONS. 



A New Lodge, for avoiding many Irregalari- 
ties, fliould be folemnly confticuted by the 
Grand- Mafter, with his Deputy and Wardens; 
or in the Grand- Mafter's Abfence, the Deputy 
ihall aft for his Worlhip, the fcnior Grand- War- 
den as Deputy, the junior Grand- Warden as the 
fenior, and a prefent Mafter of a Lodge as the 
junior ; or if the Deputy is alio abfent, the Grand- 
Mafter may depute either of bis Grand-Wardens, 
who can appoint others to be Grand-Officers pro 

The Lodge being opened, and the Candidates, 
or the new Alafter and Wardens, being yet among 

.1 • the 
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the Fenow-Craft, the Grand-Mafter (ball aft his 
Deputy^ if he has examined them, and finds the 
Candidate Mailer well (kilfed in the noble Science zni 
the royal Art^ and duly inflruded in our Myfte* 
ries, i:fc. and the Deputy anfwering in the Affir- 
mative, he (hall, by the Grand- Matter's Ordcr^ 
take the Candidate from among his Fellows, and 
prefent him to the Grand-Mafter ; faying, Jlight 
Worjhipful Grand Master, /*/ Brethren here 
deftre to he formed into a new Lodg ' ; and I prefent 
ibis my worthy Brother to be their Matter, whom I 
know to be of good Morals and great Skilly true ani 
irufty^ and a Lover of the whole Fraternity, where* 
fuever aifperfrd over the Face of the Earth. 

Then the Grand Matter, placing the CWvdE- 
date on his Left-Hand, having aiked and obtained 
the unanimous Conftnt of the Brethren, (hall fay, 
Iconjlitute and form thefe good Brethren into a new 
Lodge, and appoint you the Maiier of itj mi douht'; 
ing of your Capacity and Care to preferve the Cement 
<f theLoiyGfi^ ^e. with fome other Expreffiooa 
that are proper and uiiial on that Occaiion) but 
not proper to be written. 

Upon this the D.puty fliall rehearfe the Cbarge» 
of a Matter ; and the Grand- Matt. r ttiall afk iImI 
Candidate, faying, Do ysufubmit to thefe Ch^rgcs^ 
as Matters have done in all Ages ? And iht new 
Matter fignifying his cordial Su b mi ffion thereunto. 

The Grand- Matter fliall by certain fignificant . 
Ceremonies and ancient Ufages, inttal him, and 
pfcfcnt him with thclteok oVOwAoX^jAnti^^ tbt; 
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Lodge- Book, and the Inftruments of his Office ; 
not all together, but one after another > and after 
each of them the Grand-Mafter or his Deputy 
fiiall rehearfe the fhort and pithy Charge that is 
fiiitable to the Thing prefented. 

Aft£R this, the Members of this new Lodge^ 
bowing all together to the Grand-Mafter, (hall 
return his Worfhip Thanks ; and (hall immedi- 
ately do Homage to their new Mafter, and fignify 
their Promife of Subje£lion and Obedience to him 
by the ufual Congratulation. 

The Deputy and Grand- Wardens, and any 
other Brethren prefent, that are not Members of 
this new Lodge, (hall next congratulate the new 
Mafter, and he (ball return bis becoming Ac- 
knowledgments to the Grand-Mafter iiift, and to 
the reft in their Order. 

Then the Grand-Mafter orders the n^w 
Mafter to enter immediately upon the Exercife 
of his Office, in chufing his Wardens : And the 
new Mafter calling forth two Fellow-Crafts, be- 
ing Mafter-Mafons, prefcnts them to the Grand- 
Mafter for his Approbation, and to the new Lodge 
fpr their Confent : And that being granted, the 
lenior or junior Grand- Warden, or fome Brother 
for him, (hall rehearfe the Charges of Wardens ; 
and the Candidates being folemnly afked by the 
new Mafter, (hall (ignify their cordial Submi/fion 
thereunto. 

Upon which the new Mafter prefenting them 
ipgfy,wUb the fevcral Inftiumtut& toll >Jw£\\^SSnkr.^ 
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fball ip due Form inftal them in their proper 
Places : And the Brethren of that new Lodge 
ihall figoify their Obedience to the new Wardens 
by the ufual Congratulation. 

Then the G^and-Maftcr gives all the Brethren 
Joy of their new Mailer and Wardens, and re- 
commends Harmony ; hoping their only Conten* 
tion will be a laudable Emulation in cultivating 
the royal Art, and the focial Virtues. Upon 
which all the new Lodge bow together in return- 
ing Thanks for the Honour of their Conftitution. 
And the Grand- Mafter alfo orders the Secretary to 
regifter this new Lodge in the Grand-Lodge Books 
and CO notify the lame to the other particular 
Lodges : All Bufinefs being over, he orders the 
Grand- Wardens to clok the Lodge* 




THl 




THE 

General Regulations 

O F T H E 

Free and Accepted MASONS. 

For the Ufe of the Lodges under the 
Grand-Mafter of England. 

I. rip HE Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, hath 
X Authority and Right, not only to be pre- 
fcnt, but to prefidc in every Lodge, with the Matter 
of the Lodge on his Left-Hand, and to order his 
Grand-Wardens to attend him, who are not to 
aft in particular Lodges as Wardens, but in his 
Prefence, and at his Command : For the Grand- 
Mafter, while in a particular Lodge, may com- 
mand the Wardens of that Lodge, or any other 
Mafter-Mafons, to aft there as his Wardens pro 
timporiy if the Grand- Wardens are abfent. 

^ IL The 
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IL The Mailer of a particular Lodge basChtf 
Right and Authority of congregating the Men- 
beis of a Lodge into a Chapter upon any Emei'' 
gency or Occurrence ; as well as to appoint the 
Time and Place of ibeir ufual fornjing : And in 
Cafe of Death, Sicknefs, or the necefl'ary Abfcnce 
of the Maftcr, the fcnior Warden (hall forthwith 
fill the Mafier's Chair, during fuch Abfence, or till 
the next Time of chufing, even though a fojrmer 
Mafler may be prefcnt. 

III. The Mailer of each particular Lodge, or 
one of the Wardens, or fomc other Brother by 
Appointment of the Mafter, (hall keep a Kook. 
containing their Bye-Laws,^ the Names of their 
Members, and a Lift of all the Lodges in Town i 
with the ufua) Times and Places of their forming i 
And alfo all the TranfaStons of their own Lodg^ 
that arc proper to be written. 

If a particular Lodge remove to a new Place for 
their ftated Meeting, the Officers {hall immedi- 
ately fignify the fame to the Secretary. Th<j Pre- 
cedency of Lodges is grounded on the Seniority of 
their Conftitution : And every new Lodge fliaU 
pay to the Fund of general .Charity two Guinea* 
for their Conftitution. 

IV. No Lodge Ihall make more than five new 
Brothers at one and the fame Time, without a» 
urgent NeceiSty ; nor any Man under the Age ot^ 
twenty- one Years, who muft be alfo his owa 
Mafter, unlefs by a Difpenfation from the Grand- 
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'V. No Man can be accepted a Member of a 
particular Lodge without previous Notice one 
Month .before given to the Lodge i in order to 
make due Enquiry into the Reputation and Ca- 
pacity of the Candidate, unlefs by a Dif|;>enration. 

VI. But no Man can be entered a Brother in 
any particular Lodge, or admitted a Member 
thereof, without the unanimous Confent of all the 
Members of that Lodge then prefent when the 
Candidate is propofed, and when their Confent is - 
formally afked by the Matter, They are to give 
their Confent in their own prudent Way, cither 
virtually, or in Form, but with Unanimity. Nor 
fs this inherent Privilege fubjeft to a Difpcnfation, 
bccaufe the Members of a particular Lodge are the 
beft Judges of it ; and becaufe if a turbulent 
Member fhould be impofed on them, it might 
fpoil their Harmony, or hinder the Freedom of 
their Communication, or even break and difperfe 
the Lodge, which ought to be avoided by all True 
and Faithful. 

No Vifitor, however (killed in Mafonry, fliall 
be admitted into a Lodge, unlefs he is perfbnally 
known to, or well vouched and recommended by 
one of that Lodge prefent. 

But it was found inconvenient to infift upon 
Unanimity in feveral Cafes: And therefore the 
Grand-Mailers have allowed the Lodges to admit 
a Member, if not above three Ballots are again ft 
him ; though fome Lodges defire no fuch Al- 
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VII. Every new Brother, at his Entry, ii 
decently to clothe the Lodge, that is, all the 
Brethren prefent ; and to depofite fomething for 
the Relief of indigent and decayed Brethren, as the 
Candidate (hall think fit to beflow, over and above 
the fmall Allowance that may be Hated in the 
Bye-Laws of that particular Lodge : And alfo that 
the Candidate (hall folemnly promife to fubmit to 
the Conflitutions and other good Ufages, that 
fhall be intimated to him in Time and Place 
convenient. 

VIIL No Set or Number of Brethren (hall 
withdraw or feparate themfelves from the Lodge 
in which they were made^ 6r were afterwards ad- 
mitted Members, unlefs the Lodge become too 
numerous ; nor even then without a Difpenfation 
from the Grand-Mafter or Deputy : And when 
they are thus feparated, they muft either immedi- 
ately join themfelves to fuch other Lodges as they 
fhall like beft, or elfe obtain the Grand-Mafier't 
Warrant to join in forming a new Lodge* 

If any Set or Number of Mafons ihall take 
upon themfelves to form a Lodge, without the 
Grand-Mafter*8 Warrant, the regular Lodges ara 
not to countenance them, nor own them as fair 
Brethren duly formed, nor approve of their Afis 
and Deeds \ but muft treat them as Rebels until 
they humble themfelves, as the Grand-Mafier 
(ball in his Prudence dired, and until he approve 
of them by his Warrent fignified to the other 

Lodges; 
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Lodges 5 as the Cuftom is when a new Lodge is to 
be rcgiftered. 

Every Brother concerned in making Mafons 
clandeftinely, fball not be allowed to vifit any 
Lodge till he has made due SubmiiHon, even 
though the Brothers fo made may be allowed. 
None who form a ftated Lodge without the 
Grand-Mafter's Leave, (hall be admitted into 
regular Lodges, till they make Submiffion and 
obtain Grace. 

If any Brother form a Lodge without Leave, 
and (hall irregularly make new Brothers, they (hall 
not be admitted into any regular Lodge, no not as 
Vifitors, till they render a good Reafon, or make 
due Submiiiion. If any Lodge within the Bills of 
Mortality (hall ceafe to meet regularly during 
twelve Months, its Name and Place (hall be 
erazed or blotted out of the Grand-Lodge- Book : 
And if they petition to be again inferted and 
owned as a regular Lodge, they muft fubmlt to a 
new Conftitution. 

Seeing that fome extraneous Brothers have 
been made lately in a clandeftine Manner, that is, 
in no regular Lodge, nor by any Authority x>r 
Difpenfation from the Grand-Mailer, and upon 
fmall and unworthy Confiderations, to the Dif- 
honour of the Craft ; the Grand-Lodge de- 
creed, that no Perfon fo made, nor any concerned 
|p making him, (hall be a Grand-Officer, nor an 
Officer of a particular Lodge, nor (hall any fuch 

partake 
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partake of the general Charity, if they (boul^ 
come to want it. 

IX. But if any Brother fo far mifbehave him- 
felf as to render his Lodge uneafy, he fhall be 
thrice duly admoniflied by the Mafter and War- 
dens in a Lodge formed : And if he will not refrain 
his Imprudence, nor obediently fubmit to the Ad* 
vice of his Brethren, he Ihall be dealt with aC' 
cording to the Bye-Laws of that particular Lodge^ 
orelfe in fuch a Manner as the quarterly Commu- 
nication (hall in their great Prudence think fit. 

Whereas Difputes have arifen about the Re* 
moval of Lodges from one Houfe to another, and 
it has been quefiioned in whom that Power is 
vcfted ; it is hereby declared. That no Lodge 
fhall be removed without the Matter's Knowledge ; 
that no Motion be made for removing in the 
Mailer's Abfence ; and that if the Motion be 
feconded or thirded, the Mafter ihall order Sum- 
monfes to every individual Member, fpecifying the 
Bufmefs, and appointing a Day for hearing and 
determining the Affair, at leaft ten Days before : 
And that the Determination (hall be made by the 
Majority, provided the Mafter be one of that Ma- 
jority : But if he be of the Minority againft re- 
moving, the Lodge (hall not be removed unlefs 
the Majority confifts of full two Thirds of the 
Members prefent. But if the Mafter (hall refufe 
to diredl fuch Summons, either of the WardeiJ(. 
may do it : And if the Mafter negkfts to attend 
on the Day fixed, the Warden may prefide in de- 
termining 
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^rmining the Affair in the Manner prefcribed ; 
but they (hall not in the Matter's Abfence, enter 
upon any other Caufe, but what is particularly 
mentioned in the Summons : And if the Lodge is 
thus regularly ordered to be removed, the Mailer 
or Warden fliaU fend Notice thereof to the Grand- 
Secretary for publiihing the fame at the next quar- 
terly Communication. 

X. The Majority of every particular Lodge, 
when congregated Ihall have the Privilege of giv- 
tng Inftrudions to their Matter and Wardens, be« 
fore the Meeting of the Grand-Chapter or Quar- 
terly-Communication ; becaufe the faid Officers 
are their Reprefentatives, and arc fuppofed to fpcak 
the Sentiments of their Brethren at the faid Grand- 
Lodge. 

XI. All particular Lodges are to obfcrve the 
fame Ufages as much as poffible ; in order to 
which, and alfo for cultivating a good Under- 
fianding among Free-Mafons, fome Members of 
every Lodge ihall be deputed to vifit the other 
]Lrod^es as often as ihall be thought convenient. 

XIL The Grand-Lodge confifb of, and is 
ii)rmed by, the Matters and Wardens of all the 
pifirticular Lodges upon Record, with the Grand- 
Matter at their Head, the Deputy on hisLeft-Hand, 
and the Grand- Wardens in their proper Places : 
And mutt have three Quarterly Communications, 
before the Grand-Feaft, in fome convenient Place, 
A the Grand-Matter ihall appoint ; where no 
Brother ihall be prefent, who is not at that Time 
5 a 
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a Member thereof, be prefent, without a Difpenfa- 
tion : And while he flays he fliall not be allowed 
to vote, nor even give his Opinion, without Leave 
of the Grand- Lodge, aflced or given ; or unlcfs it be 
duly aflced by the faid Lodge. 

All Matters in the Grand-Lodge are to be 
determined by a Majority of Votes, each Member 
having one Vote, and the Grand-Mafler two 
Votes i unlefs the Lodge leave any particular 
Thing to the Determination of the Grand-Mafler 
for the Sake of Expedition. 

No new Lodge is owned, nor their Officers 
admitted into the Grand-Lodge, unlefi it be re- 
gularly conflituted and regiflered. 

All who have been or fliall be Grand- Maflers, 
Deputy-Grand-Mafters and Grand- Wardcns,ihall 
be Members of, and vote in all Grand- Lodges. 

If any Officer cannot attend, he may fend a 
Brother of that Lodge with his Jewel, to fupply 
his Room and fupport the Honour of his Lodge. 

Upon a Motion made by the • former Grand- 
Officers, it was rcfolved, that the Grand-Officers, 
prefent and former, each of them who fliall at- 
tend the Grand-Lodge in Communication, except 
on the Feaft-Day, fliall pay Half a Crown towards 
the Charge of fuch Communication when he at- 
tends. 

XIII. At the Quarterly Communication, all 
Matters that concern the Fraternity in general, or 
particular Lodges, or Angle Brothers, are quietly, 
ibkinnly and maturely to be difcourfed of and 

tranfadled : 



MASONRY. 169 

trAnfafted: And that Bufmefs which cannot be tranf- 
z&ed at one Communication, may be referred to 
the Committee of Charity, and by them reported 
to the next 

A p PRE NTiCEsmuft be admitted Fellow- Crafts 
9nd Mafters only here, unlcfs by a Difpenfation. 

Herb, alfo, alt Differences that cannot he made 
up, or accommodated privately, nor by a particular 
Lodge, are to be ferioufly conlidered and decided : 
And if any Brother thinks himfelf aggrieved by the 
Decifion of this Board, he may appeal to the Grand 
Lodge nextcnfuing, and leave his Appeal in Wri- 
ting with the Grand Mafter, the Deputy, or War- 
dens : But that no Appeal fhall be heard at the an- 
nual Communication, nor any Bufinefs tranf- 
a£ied, that tends to interrupt the Harmony of the 
Aflembly. 

The Officers of particular Lodges (hall bring 
a Lift of fuch Members as have been made, or even 
admitted by them fmce the laft Communication of 
the Grand Lodge : And there (hall be a Book kept 
hf the Secretary, wherein (hall be recorded all the 
Lodges, with their ufual Times and Places of form- 
iag I and the Names of all the Members of each 
Lodge, with all the Affairs of the Grand Lodge, 
that are proper to be written. 

They (hall, alfo, confider of the mofleffliStual 
and prudent Method of coUeiSling and difpofing of 
what Money (hall be lodged with them in Charity* 
towards the Relief only of any trui Brother fallen 
int«: P<^verty and Pecay, but of nonp elfe. But 
I every 
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every particular Lodge {hall difpofe.of their own 
Charity, for poor Brethren, according to their own 
Bye- Laws ; until it be agreed by all the Lodges to 
carry in the Charity collcftcd by them to the Quar- 
terly Communication, in order to make a common 
Stock. 

They (hall, alfo, appoint a Treasurer, a 
Brother of g(X)d worldly Subflance, who (ball be a 
Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of his 
Office, and fhall be always prefent, and have a 
Power to move to the Communication any Thing 
that concerns his Office. To him fliall be com- 
mitted all Money raifed for the General Charity, " 
or for any other Ufe of the Grand Lodge ; which 
he fhall write down in a Book, with the refpeSive 
'\r Knds and Ufcs for which the feveral Sums are in- 
tended, and (hall dilburfe the fame by fuch Order 
aii the Grand Lodge fliall agree upon : But by Vir- 
tue of his Office, without any other QualificatkHi> 
he (hall not vote in chufing Grand Officers. 

Int like Manner, the Secretary (hall tea 
Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of hi 
Office, and (hall vote on all Occafions, except in 
the Choice of Grand Officers. The Treafurer and 
S'jcrctary may each have a Clerk, who muft be a 
MaUer-Maf^n i but no Member of the Grand 
Lodge, nor allowed to fpeak without being com- 
manJcd. The Grand-Mafter, or Deputy, have 
Authority always to command the Treafi/rer and 
Secretary to attend him, with their Clerks and ■ 
Ijcjoks, In order to fee how Matters go on, and to 
5 know 
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know what is expedient to be done upon any emer- 
gent Occafion. A Mafler-Mafon (hall be appoint- 
ed to look after the Door ; but {hall be no Mem- 
ber of the Grand Lodge. 

XIV. If at any Grand Lodge, quarterly or an- 
nual the Grand-Mafter, Deputy- Grand-Mafter and 
Grand- Wardens (hould all be abfent, then the pre- 
fent Matter of a Lodge, that has been longeft aFrce- 
Mafon, fhall take the Chair, and prefide as Grand- 
Mafter pro tempore^ and fhall be vefted with all hit 
Power and Honour for the Time, provided there 
is no Brother prefent that has been a Grand-Mafter, 
Deputy, or Warden formerly ; for the laft formct 
Grand-Mafter, Deputy or Warden prefent takes 
Place of Right, in the Abfcnce of the prefent 
Grand Officers. 

XV. I NT. the Grand Lodge none can act as 
Wardens but the Grand- Wardens themfelves, if 
prefent ; and if abfent, the laft former Grand- 
Wardens fliall take Place immediately, and a£t as 
Grand-Wardens pro tempore^ except they (hall 
wave their Privilege to honour fome Brother for the 
Advantage of the prefent Service. But if no former 
Grand- Wardens are prefent, the Grand-Mafter, 
or be that prefidcs, calls forth whom he pleafcs to 
aft for the Time being. 

XVI. All Perfons, for theEafe of the Grand- 
Mafter, are firft to advife with the Deputy about 
the Affairs of the Lodges, or of the Brethren i and 
arc not to apply to the Grand-Mafter without the 
Knowledge of the Deputy, unlefs he refufc his 

I 2 Con. 
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Concurrence in any certain neceflary Affair : In 
which Cafe, or in Cafe of any Difference between 
the Deputy and Wardens, or other Brethren, both 
Parties are to go by Confent to the Grand-Mafter, 
who can eafily decide the Controverfy, and make 
up the DifFcrcnce, by Virtue of his great Authority. 
The Grand-Mafter will not receive any private 
Intimations of Bufinefs concerning Mafons and 
Mafonry but from his Deputy, except in fuch Cafes 
as his Worfliip can well judge of ; for if the Ap- 
plication to the Grand-Mafter be irregular, his 
Worlhip can order the Grand-Wardens, or any 
other Brethren thus applying, to wait upon his 
I)eputy, who is fpeedily to prepare the BufinefSf 
and to lay it orderly before his Worfliip. 

XVII. No Grand-Mafter, Deputy, <irand. War- 
den, Treafurcr, Secretary, or whoever afls for 
them, or in their Stead pro temptrcy can at tho 
fame Time be the Mafter or Warden of a parti- 
cular Lodge ; but as foon as any of them has ho- 
nourably difcharged his Grand Office, he returns 
to that Poft or Station in his particular Lodge, 
from which he was called to officiate. Former 
Grand Officers, b.^ing the Mafter or Wardens of 
pr.rticular Lodges, arc not thereby deprived of 
their Privileges in the Communication to fit and 
vote as Grand Officers, deputing one to aft as the 
Officer of that Lodge for tts Time being. 

XVUI. If the Deputy be ftckor necelFarily ab- 
fent, the fcnior Grand-Warden a6ls as Deputy, the 
junior as fenic^r, and the lail former Graud-VVar- 

den 
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den as junior, or the oldeft Mafon ; as by Regula- 
tion XIV. 

But the Deputy and Wardens, that arc chofen 
at the annual Feaft, cannot be difcharged, unlefs 
the Caufe fairly appear to the Majority of th« - 
Grand Lodge : For if the Grand-Mafter is uneafy, 
he may call a Grand-Lodge on Purpofe to lay the 
' Caufe before them for their Advice and Concur- 
rence : In which Cafe, if the Majority cannot re- 
concile the Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy or 
Wardens, they are to allow his Worfhip to dlf- 
charge them, arid to chufe another Deputy imme- 
diately ; and the fame Grand-Lodge, in that Cafe, 
ihall chufe other Wardens, that Harmony and 
Peace may be preferved. 

XIX. If the Grand-Mafter (hall abwfe his great 
Power, and render himfelf unworthy of the Obe- 
dience and Subjeftion of the Lodges, he fliall be 
treated in a Way and Manner to be agreed upon by 
a new Regulation : " Becaufe hitherto, the an- 
** tient Fraternity have had no Occafion for it, 
*' and, in all Probability, will not to ih.e End of the 
« World." 

XX. The Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy, 
Wardens, and Secretary, fliall upon neceflary Oc- 
cafions go round and vifit all the Lodges during his 
Mafterftiip ; or cUc fhall fend his Grand Officers 
to vifit : And when the Deputy vifits them, the 
fenior Warden acts as Deputy, and the junior as 
the fenior. But if both or any of them be abfent, 

I 3 the 
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the Deputy, or he that prcfidcs for him, may ap- 
point whom he pleafcs in their Stead. 

XXI. If the Grand-Mafler die during his 
Mafterfhip, or by Sicknefs, or by being beyond 
Sea, or any other Way fhould be rendered in- 
capable of difcharging his Office, the Deputy, or, 
in his Abfence, the fenior or junior Grand-War- 
. den, or in Cafe of all their Abfence, any three 
prefcnt Matters of Lodges (hall aflemble the 
Grand Lodge immediately, in order to advifc to- 
gether upon that Emergency, and to fend two of 
their Number to invite the laft Grand-Mafter to 
re fume his Office, which now of Courfe reverts to 
him : And if he refufc to aft, then the next laft^ 
and fo backward. But if no former Grand-Mafter 
be found, the prefent Deputy fhall aft as Principal, 
or if there be no Deputy, then the prefcnt fenior 
or junior Grand-Warden fliall aft as Principal till 
a new Grand-Mafter is chofen : And if no prefent 
nor former Grand Officer be found, then theoldeft 
Mafter-Mafon, who is at that Time the Mafter of 
a Lodge. 

XXIL All Brethren, who are true and faith- 
ful, ftiall meet annually in feme convenient Place, 
or publick Hall, provided the Majority of the 
Grand Lodge, about three Months before, fhaH 
agree that there fliall be a Fcaft and a General 
Communication of all the Brethren. And it was 
alfo ordained, that no particular Lodge fhall have 
a feparate Feaft on the Day of the General Feaft : 
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Though thefe are now ufually heJd on St. "John the 
Bapujl\ Day. 

Of old the Annual Feaft was held on the a^th of 
Junc^ or the 27th of December ; but of hte Years 
moft of" tiie Eminent and Noble Brethren being out 
of Town on thofe Days, the Grand- Mafter docs 
appoint the Feaft on a Day the moft convenient to 
the Fraternity. 

XXIII. If itbethoughtcxpedienttohold the an- 
nual General Afiembly and Feaft, according to the 
ancient and laudable Cuftom of Mafons, then the 
(irand-Wardcns fhail have the Care of preparing 
Tickets, fealed with the Grand-Maftcr's Seal of Of* 
fice, of difpofing of the Tickets^ of buy i ng the Neccf- 
faries for the Feaft, of finding out a proper and con- 
venient Place to feaft in, and of every other Thing 
that Concerns the Entertainment. But that the 
Work may not be too burthen fome to the Wardens, 
and that all Matters may be expcditioufly and faiely ' 
managed, the Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, (hall 
have Power to nominate and appoint a certain 
Number of Stewards, as his Worlhip (hall think 
fit, to afl in Concert with the two Grand- War- 
dens : And ail Things relating to the Feaft ftial be 
decided amongft them, by a Majority of -Voices, 
except the Grand-Mafter or his Deputy interpt^fe 
by a particular Direction or Appointment. 

It was ordained, that nt the Feaft, the Stevvauls 
fhall open no Wine till Dinner be laid on the Ta- 
bles : That after eight o'Clock at Nii:hr, the 
Stewards fhall not be obliged to furi\v(h ^uv u\-\^;i 

1 4 \n\w 
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Wine ; and that cither the Money or Tickets 
(hall be returned to the Stewards. 

The Office of Stewards, that had been for 
fome Time difufed, was revived the 26th of No- 
vember^ ^7^8, and their Number to be always 
twehi ; who, together with the Grand- Wardens, 
(hall prepare the Feaft : And that each of the 
afling Stewards, for the future, fhall have the Pri- 
vilege of naming hisSucceflbr in that Office for the 
Year enfuing. And that in Confideration of their 
paft Service, and future Uftfulnefs, it was ordained 
ti'iat they (hculd be conftituted a Lodge of Mafters, 
to be called the Stewards Ledge ^ or Board of 
Stewards. That they Ihall have the Privilege of 
finding a Deputation of Twelve to cvtry Com- 
munication, confifling of the Mafter, two War- 
dens and nine more y and each of them fhall vote . 
there, and fliall pay Half a Crown towards the 
Expence of the faid Communication. That tlic 
twelve Stev/ards of the current Year fhall always 
attend in their proper Clothing and Jewels, paying 
at the Rate of four Lodges towards the Expence of 
the Communication ; But they are not to vote, nor 
even to fpeak, except when dcfired. 

XXIV. The Stewards (hall in due Time wait 
upon the Grand-Mafler, or Deputy, for Direc- 
tions and Orders about the Premifes : But \^ both 
their Worfhips are fick, or necefTarily abfcnt, they 
may call together the Mafters and Wardens of 
Lrod^^es, on Purpofe for their Advice and Orders. 
And the Stewards arc to account for ail the iMo* 
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rcy they receive or expend, when the Grand 
Lodge {hall think fit to audit their Accounts. 

XXV. The Mafters of Lodges fliall each ap- 
point one experienced and dlfcrcet Brother of his 
Lodge, to compofe a Committee confifting of one 
from every Lodge, who fhall meet in a convenient 
Apartment to receive every Perfon that brings a 
Ticket ; and Ihall have Power todifcourfe him, if 
they think fit, in order to admit or debar him as they 
{hall fee Caufe, provided they fend no Man away 
before they have acquainted all the Brethren within 
Doors with the Reafons thereof, that fo no true 
Brother may be rejeded, nor a falfe Brother, or 
mere Pretender admitted. This Committee of 
Enquiry and Stewards muft meet very early on the 
Dayof theFeaft, at the Place of holding the fame. 

XXVI. The Grand-Mafter ihall appoint tv»ro 
or more true and trufty Brethren to be Tylers and 
Door- Keepers, who are alio to be early at the 
Place for fome good Reafons ; and who are to be 
at the Command of the Committee of Enquiry. 

XXVII. The Stewards fhall bcfo^e-hand ap- 
point fuch a Number of Brethren to ferve at Ta- 
bic as they think fit and proper for that Woik: 
And they may advife with the Ofliccrs of LocJj^cs 
about the mod proper Perfons, if tliey pleafc, cr 
may take in fuch by their Recommendation ; fo 
that none fcrve there but Mafons, that the Com- 
munication may be free and harmonious. 

XXVIII. All the Members of the Grand 
Lodge mutl be at the Place of l\\e¥^^v^\<:>v\'^\i^- 

I 5 \vi\% 
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fore Dinner, with the Grand-Mafter, or his De- 
putVj dt their Head, viho fball retire and form 
thLmfcUes that Day, that \o no Interruption may 
be given to the iJamony and Pica fu re of tlio 
General Afl^ mbl^ and Grand Feall : And this in 
order to confuh about whatever concerns the De- 
cency and Decorum of the Grand Airembly, and 
to prevent ill Manners, the Aflbmbly being pro- 
mi fcuous. 

XXIX. The new Grand-Mafter fhall be pro- 
pofcd by the Grand-Mafter prcfcnt, to the Grand 
Lodge at their Communication, fome Time bcFore 
the Day of the annual Aflbmbly ; and that if he 
be approved then, or no Objection made, he is to 
bcforthwiiii falutcd Grand-Mafter Elefl, if there; 
or if ah^'-'t, to be remembered as fuch ; and that 
he fhnli p' occwd to the Fcaft on the prefcnt Grand- 
Maflcr^ J.r't-Hand, and there to be recognized 
uccordii-.c; to the ancient Manner of Mafons. I' 

?<XX. Then the Mafters and Wardens, and 
all the Jjtthrcn may converfe promifcuoufly, or at 
th(y plc.ife to fort tcgelher, until the Dinner is j- 
comii g in, when every Brother takes his Seat at ; 

i'isbli; ; the iJccorum of which is at his Worlhip's 
Dirt (ft ion. 

XXXI. The Grand Lodge is to be formed | 

r-Si by Regulation XXVIII. and if any Brethren 
not Members thereof be admitted therein, they 
muft not fpcak until they are defircd and al- \ 

icw'.d. 
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{ 
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XXXII. If the Grand-Mafter fhall confent to 
ferve for another Year, then one of the Grand 
Lodge, deputed for that Purpofe, fhall rcprcfent to 
all the Brethren his Worfliip's good Govern- 
ment, ijc, fiiall proclaim hun 

Grand-Master of Masons ! 

All the Members of the Grand Lodge {half 
falute him in due Form ; and (hall have a few 
Minutes Leave to declare their Satisfa£lion, Plea- 
fure and Congratulation. 

XXXIIL The prefent Grand-Mafter fhall no- 
minate his SuccefTor for the Year enfuing, v^^ho, if 
unanimoufly approved by the Grand Lodge, and 
there prefent, fhall be proclaimed, faluted and con- 
gratulated, as in Regulation XXXII. and irrimc- 
diately inftalled by the Grand-Mafter according to 
Ufage. 

XXXV. The laft Grand-Mafter thus con- 
tinued, or the new Grand-Mafter thus inftaileJ^ 
fliall next nominate and appoint his D.putv- 
Grand-Mafter, cither the laft or a new one, who 
fhall be alfo declared, faluted, and congratulated 
in due Form. The Grand-Mafcer Tnall alfo no- 
minate his new Grand- Wardens ; and if unani- 
moufly approved by the Grand Lodge, they fhall 
be declared, faluted, and congratulated in due 
Form : But if not, they fhall be choien by Bal- 
. lot : As the Wardens of private Lodges are alfo 
to be chofen by Ballot in each Lodg?--, if the Mem* 
bers thereof do net agree to their Mailer's Komi- 
nation. 
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A De PUTY was always needful wh 
Grand-Maftcr was nobly born : And in oui 
the Grand-Mafter Ele<S has not publickly i 
beforehand the Names of his intended Dep 
Wardens, until he is firft inflalled in I 
Chair. 

XXXVI. If the Brother whom the 

Grand-Mader (hall nominate for his Succ 

by Sickncfs, or other neceflary Occafion, 

from the Grand Feaft, he cannot be pre 

Grand-Maftcr; unlefs the old GrandMs 

fome of the Matters and Wardens of Lo<i 

vouch, upon the Honour of a Brother, • 

faid Perfon, fo nominated or chofen, wil 

accept of the Office. In which Cafe 

Grand- Matter fliall aft as Proxy, and in h 

(hall nominate the Deputy and Wardens 

his Name, alfo, fliall receive the ufual I 

Homage and Congratulations : But the i 

puty and Grand-Wardens are not allowed 

when appointed, except in Cafe of Sickm 

XXXVU.Then theGrand-Mafterfti 

any Brother to fpeak, direding his Difc 

his Worftiip in the Chair ; or to make i 

v.vT) for the Good of the Fraternity, wh 

le eitiicr immediately confidercd, or clfe re 

the Confideration of the Grand Lodge 

next Communication. When that is ove 

XXXVIII. The Grand-Matter, or D< 

fome other appointed by him, fliall addre; 

in a proper Manner to all the Brethren, i 
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them good Advice. And after fome other Tranf- 
adions, the Brethren may flay longer, or go away, 
as they pleafe. What particularly relates to the 
Charges of the Grand -Mafter are beft known to 
the Fraternity. 

XXXIX. All Proceffions at the annual Com- 
munication Ihall be in the following Order, i. The 
Tyler to clear the Way. 2. The Mufick. 3. The 
Stewards, two and two. 4. Thi^ firji Lights by the 
Mafter of the fourth Lodge. 5. The Wardens of 
the Stewards Lodge. 6. The Mafter of the Stewards 
Lodge. 7. The Grand-Secretary with the Bag. 
8. The Grand-Trcafurer with his Staff". .9. The 
Provincial Grand-Mafters by Juniority.. 10. Paft 
junior Grand- Wardens by Juniority. 11. Paft fe- 
nior Grand-Wardens by Juniority. 12. The Jicond 
Light, by the Mafter of the third Lodge. 13. De- 
puty-Grand- Matters by Juniority. 14. All paft 
Grand-Makers by Juniority. 15. The third Ught^ 
by the Mafter of the fecond Lodge. 16. The junior 
Grand-Warden. 17. The fenior Grand-Warden. 
18. The Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 19. The Mafter 
of the fenior Lodge, with the Conftitutions on a 
a Cufhion. 20. The Sword-bearer carrying the 
Sword of State. The Grand-Master. 

The follow i'-ig Regulation is infer ted at Length 
by particular Command. 

XL. I. That no Brothers be admitted into the 
Grand Lodge but thofe that are the known Mem- 
bers thereof, v/z. The four prefent, and all former 
Grand OxHccrs, the Trcafurer, ?>\icxcu\>j, -^c^v^ 
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Sword-bearer, the Matters and Wardens of all r 
gular Lodges, the Matter, Wardens, and nine mo 
of the Stewards Lodge ; except a Brother, who 
a Petitioner, or a Wjtnefs in fomc Cafe, or o 
called in by a Motion. 

2. That at the third Stroke of the Gran 
Matter's Hammer (always to be repeated by t 
fenior Grand- Warden) there Ihall be a genei 
Silence ; and that he who breaks Silence, witho 
Leave from the Chair, fhall be publickly repi 
manded. 

3. That under the fame Penalty, every Bi 
ther (hall take his Seat, and keep &n& Sikn 
whenever the Grand-Matter or Deputy fliall thi 
fit to rife from the Chair, and call to Order. 

4. That in the Grand Lodge every Memt 
Ihall keep in his Seat, and not move about fro 
Place to Place during the Communication, exce 
the Grand- Wardens, as having more immediate 
the Care of the Lodge. 

5. That, according to the Order of t 
Grand Lodge, no Brother is to fpeak but once 
the fame Afiair, unlefs to explain himfelf, or \vh 
called by the Chair to fpeak. 

■ 6. Every one that fpeaks fliall rife and ke 
ftanding, addreffing himfelf to the Chair: N 
fhall any prefume to interrupt him under the afor 
faid Penalty, unlefs the Grand-Matter findin 
him wandering from the Point in Hand, (hs 
think fit to reduce hvm to Order; for then the fa 
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Speaker (hall fit down : But after he has been fet 
right, he may again proceed, if he pleafes. 

7. If in the Grand Lodge any Member is twice 
called to Order at one Affembly, for tranfgreffing 
thefe Rules, and-is guilty of a third Offence of the 
fame Nature, the Chair fhall peremptorily com- 
mand him to quit the Lodge-Room for that 
Night. 

8. That whoever (hall be To rude as to hifs at 
a Brother, or at what another fays or has faid, he 
(hall be forthwith folemnly excluded the Com- 
munication, and declared incapable of ever being 
a Member of any Grand Lodge for the future, 
till another Time he publickly owns his Fault, and 
his Grace be granted. 

9. No Motion for a new Regulation, or for the 
Alteration of an old one, (hall be made til! it is 
firft handed up in Writing to the Chair ; And 
after it has been perufed by the Grand-Mafter at 
leaft about ten Minutes, the Affair may be moved 
publickly ; and then it (hail be audibly read by the 
Secretary ; and if he be feconded and thirded, it 
muft be immediately committed to the Confidcra- 
tion of the whole Affembly, that their Senfe may 
be fully heard about it ; after which the Grand- 
Maftec (hall put the Queflion pro and c6n. 

10. The Opinions or Votes of the Members 
are always to be fignified by each holding up one 
of his Hands: Which up-lifted Hands the Grand- 
Wardens are to count, unlefs the Number of 

Hands 
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Hands arc fo unequal as to render the countiog 
ufelefs. Nor fliodd any other Kind of Divifion 
be ever admitted among Mafons. 



Montagu, G. M. 

EVERY Communication has an inherent 
Power and Authority to make new, and 
alter, repeal, explain and amend former Laws and 
Regulations, for the real Benefit of the Frater- 
nity, provided always that the old Ufages and Me- 
morials be carefully and faithfully obfcrved. 

Morton, G. M. 
That no Brother do prefume to print the Pro- 
ceedings of the Communications quarterly or an^ 
nual, or to print, or caufe to be printed, any Part 
thereof, or the Names of aay Perfon prefent at 
fuch Communication, without the Con fen t. Corns* 
mand, and Direfiion of the Grand-Mafter, his 
Deputy and Wardens, or of the whole Commu^ 
nication : He or they fo offending {hall not be 
owned for a Brother, nor admitted into any Com- 
mittee of Charity or Grand Lodge, or.anyJLodgc 
/ whatfoever, to bear any Office in the Craft. . . 



Regv- 
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Regulations j^r Clothing. 

Norfolk, G. M. 

TH E Grand Lo^ge ordered, that none but 
the Grand-Mafter, his Deputy and War- 
dens, who arc the only Grand -Officers, (hall 
wear their Jcweb in Gold, pendent to Blue 
Ribbons, about their Necks, and white Leather 
Aprons lined with blue Silk j which £ort of Aprons 
are to be worn by all former Grand Officers. 

Masters and Wardens of particular Lodges 
may line their white Leather Aprons with white 
Silk, and muft have their Jewels pendent to 
WHITE Ribbons about their Necks, and no 
other. 

The Stewards for the Year (hall have their 
Jewels of Silver, ungilt, pendent to red Ribbons, 
with white Rods, and to line their white Leather 
Aprons with red Silk ; and former Stewards (hall 
be allowed to wear the fame Sort of Aprons, and 
that no other Brethren do prefume to wear the 
fame : And that the Deputation from the Stewards 
Lodge (hall wear a peculiar Jewel (ufpended in the 
red Ribbon. 



^1^ 
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The Gentlemen, who have 
ferved the Office of Stewards 
to the Society of Free and 
Accepted MASONS, from 

1728 to 1753. 



COLERANE, G. M. 

MESSUlURS John Revls, Edwin TVard, 
Samuel Sicad, V/dliam JVilfon^ William 
Hc/kinsy Thomas Reafon^ Gerrard Hatley^ lUlliam 
Tew, Tbeod. Cheriholm^ William Benn^ Thomas 
Alford^ and Henry Smart, 

Kingston^ 
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. - Kingston, G. M. 

'me firft fix in the former Lift again j to 
Ji were added, James Chambers^ Efq; Meflrs. 
'</, Bard$y feuior and junior, Charles Hoare 
WiUiam Sarjeant, 

Norfolk, G. M. 

£0. Douglas^ M. D. James Chambers^ Thomas 
^ John Atwood^ Tbemas Durante Efqrs. Meflrs. 
\e Pagc^ John Haines y . WilUam Milward^ 
r Lacy^ Charles Trinquand^ John Calcoty and 

LovEL, G. M. 

BORGE Rooke^ James 'Moore Smytheyjoljn 
^esj ff^yrriot Ormonde Arthur Moore^ Final 
mer, Claud Crefpigny^ fVilliam Blount^ Efqrs. 
nel John Pitt^ Meffrs. Henry Tatam^ Thomas 
\th and Solomon Mendez. 

MONTACUTE, G. M. 

OHN Ward, John Pollexfen, Henry Butler 
> John Read^ William Bujbey^ Philip Barnes^ 
:. John Mizaubin^ M. D. MeflVs. John 
rbty Richard Baugh^ Thomas Shank^ James 
f, and Charles R^binfon. 

Strath- 
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StrathmorEj G. M. 

S I R Edward Manfili^ Bhronct, Charles 
zendorf^ Ifacc Muere^ Prefcot Pepper^ Chrij 
Neville^ Richard Mattheivs^ Efqrs. Richard 
linfon^ L. L. I), and F. R. S. Fotherliy i 
Samuel Berington^ John Pitty JfWiam Venlji 
Htnry HuUhinfon, ¥Si\xs, 

Craufurd, G. M. 

S I R Robert LawUy^ Bart. Jf^IIiam Graeme^ 
and F.R. S. Martin Clare^ A.M. and F 
John Theobald, M. D. C/;^r.Vi Fleetwood, \ 
Beech y Efqrs. Captain Ralph Farwint^r, 
Scbomberg, M. D. Robert fFright, Efq; J 
Thomas Slaughter, James Nnjh, and I 
Hogarth. 

Weymouth, G. M. 

EDWARD Hody, M. D, and F. R. S. 
Ruck, junior, John Jejje, James Styles, 
Ifaac Schomberg, M. D. Meffrs. John Gi 
Benjamin Gafcoyne, Walter Weldon, Richard 
James Pringle and Francis Blythe. 

Loudoun, G. M. 

Sir Bouchier Wray, Baronet, George Bo 
Charles Murray, Efqrs. Captains John LI 
Charles Seott, Lewis Theobald, M. D. MefTr 
M'Culloch, Thomas Jeffreys, Peter Leige, 
Boehm, Benjamin Da Go/la, and Nathaniel j 

Dab 
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, Darnxey, G. M. 

Captain Jndnw Robinfin^ Robert Foy^ Jamtt 
)olquboun^ TFilliam Chapman^ Henry Htgden^ and 
^arry Leigb, Efqrt. Stephen Beaumont^ M. D. 
ileflrs. M^fes MendeZy George Monkman^ Stephen 
le Bas, Chrijiopher Tayhr^ and Simon de Charmes. 

Caernarvon, G. M. 

Th e Hon. 7«&» Chnchejltr and Nathaniel Old- 
hanif Efqrs. Meflrs. Samuel Lawman^ Jofeph Harris^ 
Richard Robinfin^ Paul- Henry Robin/en^ Ifaac Bar^ 
rettj Alexander Pollock^ Thomas Adamfiny Thomas 
Parry'y and George Anriflrong. 

Raymond, G. M. 

WILUAMVaughan, Efq; Meflrs. Efquire Cary^ 
ianfell Bran/by^ John Faber^ John Sainty John 
ixidony James Bernard^ David Dumonchel^ Bryan 

(nufony JVilliam Rucky Michad Comlruney and 

orge Mafon. 

KiNTORE, G. M. 

^OUNT Edward-FreJerickTaule^ MtRh. Daniel 

«/, James Tf^allacey John Gordmy Peter Heniciy 

f/ C atony JVilliam Salty IViUiam Armldy Lniis 

aux^ Edward iludgCy Richard Shergoldy and 

Spraii^a\ 
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Morton, G. M. 

HENRT Lyill, Efq; John TraiU, A.M. 
Meflrs. Edward Trewr^ Talbot WaUrhoufe^ Rohtrt- 
Bateman Wray^ Anthony B^nn, Stephen Rogers^ 
Peter Le Mat/ire^ Edmund Brydges^ fFilltam Foli 
Thomas Pownall and Jofeph Lycett. 

Ward, G. M. 

The Hon. and Rev. Godfrey Dawnay^ Thomas 
LkUardy and Thomas Smithy Efqrs. Meffrs. John 
Coggs^ Thomas Clipperton^ Charles Dubuy^ Luke 
jtldery Robert Micbellj William Mountaine^ Thomas 
Gri^thsy John Torr, and Peter Gordon. 

Strathmore, G. M. 

GEORGE Powlett, John Stone and James 
Bennett, Efqrs. George PUe^ Do£tor of Phyfick, 
M efTn. John Villeneauj James JVhitworthy fPilliam 
Rogersy James IVHsford, Thomas Chaddocke^ Rohert 
Cheeke and Fleming Pinckfton, 

Cranstoun, G. M, 

THO MAS Manningbam, DoSor of Phyfick, 
the Hon. Robert Shirley^ Efq; Colonel Samuel 
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Profcffor of Clicmiftry in the Univer- 
fity of Oxford. 



THEY have a Cuftom in Staffordjhin of 
admitting Men into the Society of Frit- 
Mafins^ that in the Mcorelands of this Country 
fcems to be of greater Requeft than any where 
clfe, though I find the Cuff cm fprcaJ more or left 
all over the Nation » for here I found Perfont of 

the' 
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file moft eminent Quality, that did not difdain to 
be of this Felbwjbip \ nor indeed need they, were 
itof that Antiquity 2i3\A Honour ^ that is pretended in 
ft bffge Parchment Volume they have amongft them : 
Conuining, the Hijiory and Rules of the Craft of 
Mafinry^ which is there deduced not only from 
facred ff^rity but profane Story ; particularly that it 
was brought into England by St, Amphibalj and firft 
communicated to St. Jlban^ who fet down the 
Charges of Mafonry^ and was made Pay-Mafter and 
Governor of the King^s Works, and gave them 
Charges and Alanners as 5/. Amphibal had taught 
him : Which were after confirmed by King Atbel^ 
fioHy whofe youngeft Son Edxvyn loved well Ma^ 
finry^ took upon him the Charges^ and learned the 
Manners, and obtained for them of his Father ^free 
Charter. Whereupon he caufed them to affemble 
at Toriy and to bring all the old Books of their Crafty 
and out of them ordained fuch Charges and Man- 
ners^ as they then thought fit : Which Charges in 
the faid Scrole or Parchment Volume, are in part de- 
clared : And thus was the Craft of Mafonry grounded 
and confirmed in England, It is alfo there declared » 
that thefe Charges and Manners were after peru fed 
and approved by King Henry VI. and his Council^ 
boib as to Mafters and Fellows of this right wor* 
fliipful Craft. 

Into which Society ^ when any are admitted, they 

call a Meeting (or Lodgiy as they term it in fome 

Places) which muft confift at leaft of five or fix of the 

Aniifnts of the Order^ whom the Candidates prefent 

^ with 
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with Glcves^ and fo likewife to their fViviSj zxA 
entertain with a Collation^ accordiilg to the Cuftoffl 
of the Place : This ended, they proceed to the Ai- 
rwffion of them, which chiefly confifts in the Com*' 
munjcation of certain fecret Stgnsy whereby they 
are known to one another all over the Nation^ by 
which Means they have Maintenance whitherever 
they travel ; for if any Man appear, though alto- 
gether unknown, that can Ihew any of thefc Signs 
to a Fgl/ctv of the Society^ whom they otherwife call . 
an acce]*ted MafoHy he is obliged prefently to come 
to him, from what Company or Place foever he be 
in ; nay, though from the Top of a Steeple^ what 
Hazard or Inconvenience foever he run, to know 
his Pleafure, and aflift him ; viz. if he want fVorkt^ 
he is bound to find him fome ; or if he cannot do^ 
that, to give him Money,^ or otherwife fupport him* 
till Work can be bad, which is one of their ArticUi \ 
and it is another, that they advife the Mafters they 
work for, according to the beft of their Skilly ac- 
quainting them with the Goodnefs or Badne(s of 
their Materiah ; and if they be any Way out in the 
Contrivance of the Buildings^ modeftly to reSify 
them in it; \h2ii Mafonry ht not dlflionoured ; and 
many fuch like that are commonly known : But 
fome others they have (to which they are fwoiih 
after iheir Falhion) that none know.but themfclvesi 
which I have Reafon to fufped^, «re much worfe 
than thefc, perhaps as bad as this Hi/lory of the 
Craft itfelf ; than which there is nothing 1 ever met 
wltli, more falfc or incoherent. 
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Tor not to mention that St. Jmphibalus^ by ju- 
dicious Perfons, is thought rather to be the Cloak ^ 
than Mafter of ^/. Alban ; or how unUkely it is 
that St. Alban himfelf in fuch a barbarous Age, and 
in Times of Perfecution, £hould be Supervifor of any 
JPorkfy it is plain that King Athel/lan was never 
married, or ever had fo much as any natural I/Tue ; 
(unlefs we give Way to the fabulous Hiftory of Guy 
Earl of Warwickj whofe eldeft Son, Reynhurn^ is 
iaid indeed to have been married to Leoneat^ the 
fuppofed Daughter of Athtljlan^ which will not ferve 
tlie Turn neither) much lefs ever had he a lawful 
Son Edwyn^ of whom I find not the leaft Umbrage 
in Hiftory. He had indeed a Brother of that Name, 
of whom he was (ojeabus^ though very young v^hch 
he came to the Crown, that he fent him to Sea in 
a Pinnace^ without Tacile or Oar^ only in Com- 
pany with a Page^ that his Death might be im- 
puted to the Waves, and not him ; whence the young 
Princiy not able to mafter his PafHons, caft himfelf 
headlong into the Sea, and there died. Who how 
unlikely to learn their Mannen ; to get them a 
Charter \ or call them together at Torky let the 
Reader judge. 

Ye t more improbable it is ftill, that Henry VI. 
and his Council, (hould ever pcrufe or approve their 
Charges and Manners, and fo confirm thefe right 
worlhipful Mafters and Fellows, as they are called 
in the Scrde : For in the third Year of his Reign, 
when he could not be four Years old, I find an Adl 
of Parliament quite abolifhing diis Society: It beinyr 

K 2 \}C^^\€\\N. 
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therein ordained, that no Cor^regations and Confh 
deracUifhouM be made by Mafonsy in their general 
Chapters and AJfembliiSi whereby the good Courfc 
and EiFeft of the Statutes of Labourers were vio- 
lated and broken in Subverfion of Law : And tiat 
thofe who caufed fuch Chapters or Congregations to 
be holden, ihould be adjudged Felons ; and thofe 
Mafms that came to them ihould he punifhcd by 
Imprifonmenty and make Fine and Ransfom at the 
King's WilL So very much out was the Compiler 
of this Htfiory of the Craft of Mafonry^ and fo iitde 
Skill had he in our Chronicles and Lawf. Which 
Statute^ though repealed by a fubfequent AH in the 
fifth of Elizabeth^ whereby Servants and Labourits 
are compelled to ferve, and their ff^ages limited } 
and all Mejiers made punifhed for giving more 
Wages than what is taxed by the Jufiicesy and the 
Servants if they take it, Vc. Yet this J^ too being 
but little obferved, it is ftill to be feared thefe 
Chapters of Free^Mafons do as much Mifcbief as 
before, wjiich if one may eftimate by tho Penalty, 
was anciently fo great, that perhaps ic might be 
ufeful to examine them mw. 

[Natural Hijlory of Stafibrdfhire, Chap,. yi^L 
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icdion of Dr. Plofi Account of the 

Fr £ E-M A80 N S. 

THAT could induce the fagacious Doflor 
to ftcp fo far out of his Way^ or to med- 
;h a Matter fo foreign to the Purpofc of a 
I Hiftorian, may, at this Diflance of Time, 
[tic difficult to determine ; but mod certain 
is rude and rnfipid Conjcftures and Mifrepre- 
ons of the Frcc-Mafons, to whofe Founda- 
id Hiftory he was an abfolute Stranger, arc 
jre falfcand grqundlefs, than his Conduft iji 
iFair was bafe, infidious and unworthy of any 
r who had the leaft Regard for Truth ; and, 
i it was ungrateful, becaufe the Bread he cat 
rnifhed him by Mr. Afhmale^ the greateftMa- 

his Day, and who could, had the good Doc- 
;n in the leaft inclined to receive it, have given 
xiple Satisfadion, which will fet this unbiaiTed 
y in a Point of View, very little to the Cre- 

the fupple, and as it will be found, time- 
g Do6ior Plot, A fmall Portion of Grati- 
or all the good Things he had received at the 
) of his Mailer, (hould have prompted him to 
:leared up as far as he was able, the Hiflory of 
, Amphibalus^ and Vviwct Ed why all envelloped 
great Obfcurities in the Hiftories of Britaitt^ 
h clear and evident enough in the Annals and 
lions of Mafonry : It may be prcfumed, he 
K 3 would 
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would have gained much more Reputation and Ho- 
nour, than he could ever hope to reap by thefeun- 
jufHfiable Cenfures : Either of which would have 
found him fufficicnt Employment, and prevented, 
his Attempts to degrade a Society, of whofc Story 
h'is own Account marks him confcfledly ignorant, 
/.s this Society has been fo Very ancient as to rife 
beyond the Reach of Records, there need not be. 
much wonder made, that a Mixture of Fable is 
lound in its early Hiflory, about the Time of their 
firll EftablKhment in this Ifland ; as the fame De- 
\^fk is avowc;dly confefled by all Hiftorians con- 
cerning tlie ancient Foundations in our own and. 
other Nations. 

St. yflban^ the firft Pcrfon honoured with the 
Do<5lor*8 candid Suggeftions, is famous for being 
the firft Chriftian who fufFcred Martyrdom in this 
ifland I and alfo for being the firft Matter- General, 
Surveyor or Grand-Mafter of Mafons, as is fct 
forth in. an ancient Writing called, Tbi Ghefi rf 
Mafmry : He was tibrn at Verulamy of Pi^an Pa- 
rents : In his Youth he took a Journey to jRranr, in 
Company with Ampbibalus^ of the City of Catr^Lnn^ 
fuppofed by many to be by Birth a Roman ; and 
ti.ere ferved for feven Years in the Army of the 
Emperor Diocletian. Ltland tells us, that at the 
Time St. Mban flouriQied, Learning, and the 
polite Arts, had been lately introduced by the Ro- 
mans into Britain^ which was now become a Pro- 
vincc of the Empire j and that the Youth of Qua* 
lity and Diftinaion ufed to travel to Rome for Im.- 

provemeat 
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provcment in Knowledge and the Sciences, * Be- 
ing returned home, he lived highly honoured in 
the Town of Verulam^ where, through the Exam- 
ple and rnftruflionsof his-Fellow-Tiaveller, Aff^ 
phibahsy he became a thorough Convert to the 
chriftian Religion : In the tenth and lad general 
Pcrfecution of the Chriftians, in the Year 3c <, 
he was beheaded for the fame, a Favour intended 
him on the Account of his noble Birth f, at //?///!- 
hur/}^ fince called Dirjwa lily where now the Tovvr* 
of St. jtlban (lands ; to the iafiing Honour of 
whofe Name and Merits King Qffia in after Times 
■ founded a moft magnificent MonaAery. 

Th b Emperor Caraufius (under whomAWan b-^.re 
great Sway ;^ and- was ihe Steward of his H iuOr.;: i, 
and Ovcricer or Surveyor of his Works) govenuj 
the Empire oi Britain^ with an upright and un- 
ftained Reputation ; and above all, was a \'QX^ 
great Encourager of Learning and learned Men, 
and improved the Country in civil Arts ; was a 
Man of real Merit, and intended to have ella- 
biiibed an Empire in Britain ;. for which End h« 
had made a great Collecliun of Workmen, and 
other Artificers, from all Parts : The People en^ 
joyed perfect Priace and Tranquillity under him for 
feveral Years, is manifeft from all our Hiftorians X* 
His Builders,, and other Artificers, were employed 
by him in very large Bodies, is evident fiom diffe- 
K 4 rent 

• Leland^ Convment. de Script Brit. c. t8 f Speed's 
Chron. Stowe, Echard, &c. J Gaihrie'i Hill. Eng, 
V. I. p. 58» 



200 ^he History of 

rent Writers ; but in particular from the Oration 
of Eumenius^ the Panegyrift, fetting forth what 
great Numbers of Mafons had then left the Ifland j 
*' Even your City of Jutun^ fays he, moft devoted 
to your Service, and in whofe Name I am efpecially 
to congratulate you ; has been well flored wiui 
Artificers (Archite<^s and Mafons) fince your Vic- 
tory over the Britons^ whofe Provinces abounded 
with them : And now, by their Workmanfliip, 
the fame City of Jutun rifes in Splendor, by the 
itbuilding of their ancient Houfes, erefling publick 
Works, and the Iniflauration of Temples: So that 
t!.'j ancient Name of a Roman Brotherhood, which 
licy Icrg finceenjoyeJ, is again rcflorcd, by hav- 
ing your imperial Majefty for their fecond Foun- 
ref *." From hence it is beyond all Doubt, that 
tr.i-' Reduclion o^ BritaiK^ occafioncd many excel- 
iciit A:t ficcrs 10 go over to the Continent, who 
irid been entertained by Caraujiu^y and had fo 
greatly contributed to the Beauty, Convenience, 
and Magnificence of the Ifland, that Cmftafiiius 
Cklorus chofe to make it the Seat of his Empire. 

The Story of AlharCs Martyrdom is briefly re- 
Jater! by Gildas 3 but more circumftantially and at 
large by Venerable Bede^ who fays, that he being 
yet a Pagan (or not publickly known for a Chrif- 
tian) entertained the before- mentioned Amphibalui 
in hisHoufe; the iR<?w^ Governor being informed 
that he harboured a Chriftian, fent a Party of Sol- 
<iiers to apprehend him \ but Alian putting on the 

Habit 
* Paaeg. £mp. Maximian. Auj. T>\Qi. 
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Habit of his Gueft, prefentcd himfelr to the Officers 
in his Stead, and w^ carried before the Magiftrate, 
where he conduced himfelf with a noble and gal- 
lant Freedom, which immediately brought on him 
the Punifhment already related. The Garment of 
Amphihalus^ which Alhan upon this Occafion put 
on, is called by Uede^ ar^d in ancient Writers, 
Caracalla ; which is rendered by the Saxon inter- 
preter of Bede^ a Monk'ifl) Habit. This Caracalla^ 
was a Kind of Cloak with a Cowl, mod refcnibling 
the Epl^od or facerdotal Veftmcnt of the "Jewijh 
Priefts. Thomas Wdfingham relates, that this 
Garment was preferved in a large Cheft in the 
Church of Ely^ which was opened in tl>e Reign of 
Edward II. Anno Dcrn. 1314. This Hiftoiian fays 
farther, that it was the fame that Alhan received 
from his Matter Amphrl/alus, and the fame in which 
he fufF^red Death. Thomas Rudburn^ who after 
rtlitlng what Walffngham had done before him, 
iind buh of at lead equal Authority with Dr, Ploty 
v(>es farther, and fays, there was found with the 
Garinent, an ancient Writing in thefe Wordb : 
This is the Caracalla of St. Amphibaltrs the Monk 
^nd Preceptor of St, Alban ; in which that Proto^ 
Martyr of England fuffered Deaths under the auel 
Perfecution of Diocletian againji the Chrijiians. 

It is confcfled that the Martyrdom of Amphi- 
talu4j is not mentioned by Gildas, B^de, or in any of 
the ancient Martyrologies ; but Matthew Paris^Sind 
nijiny other Hiftorians, vouch the Matter of Fa^f, 
anJ .rdcr to a Book of great Antiquity in the Mo- 
K 5 naflcr/ 
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jiaftery of St. Man, As to the Name Jmphibalut 
upon which Dr. Plot endeavours to play, it muft 
be owned that the learned Primate UJberj b of 
Opinion, that it was not the real Name of St. Albait.$ " 
Inflruflor, but more ^properly belonged to the 
Caracalla before mfg|H9ned, as ^f^ifittXXHf fig- 
nifies in the Greek language the fame as indum 
or aceingerey fc. Vejlem^ a Garment *. Had 
Dr. Plot^ been as modeft in his Judgment as the 
learned Archbjfliop, he had not flepped fo far over: 
Truth; to aflert that many learned and judicious 
Writers were of Opinion, that JmphiialSs was 
rather the Clx>ak than Mafter of St. Many when 
no Author of any Name or Credit, had mentioned 
thisSurmife, fave Archbifhop l^/r, and he only 
as a probable Suggeftion, and not what he bad any 
true Grounds to believe. It is remarkable that not 
«)nly the Cathedral Chuf ch of ffinchejler f,Jn the 
Days of Conjiantiney but many other Churches 
were dedicated to St. Amphibalusy the Mafter- of 
St. Jlban : Many Authors, of the greateft Credit 
iind Authority, fpeak of him with Reverence and 
ilonour, and efpeeially Johannes Caius %, who in-. 
forms us that he was born, at Caer-Leony in which 
].^ is fupported by feveral Authors, and alfo that he 
\viiS Re£lor of the Univcrfity of Cambridge. It 
VV2S never alledged among the MafOns, dr in any 
vl their Hiftorics of the Craft, that Jmphibalus^ 

thoi^gh 

* UfTciii Drit. EccTcf. Antiq. p. 77. t Tanncr'ii 

Nuriiia Monall. lolio, p. 1 52. % H'^- Cantab. L. *. 
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though owned a worthy Brother, was the Inftruc- 
tor of St. Alhan in any other RefpeS than in tho^c 
moral and divine SubjeSs, which brought about the 
Converfion of the latter to the chriftian Faith ; fo 
that the difcerning Do<£tor, in all Probability, 
thought that AWan could not want an InftruAor, ex« 
cept in the Art of Building, and how likely that wa% 
in tbofe ignorant and barbarous Times, thofe Times 
of grols Darlcners, as his Love for Truth calls the Day ; 
(very fitting Expreffions to falve his own Ignorance 
and Vanity,) when People were fo much deluded 
as to be converted to the Faith of Chriji^ by, 
Thoufands and ten Thoufands \ muft be Tub* 
mitted to the Judgment of the unprejudiced Rea- 
der, with this farther Remark, that Dr. Plot hap- 
pens, in his charitable Opinions, to ftand alone, 
not having one Hiftorian, great or fmall, credible 
or fabulous, to prop his flimfey Conjectures with. 

Having done with the Hiflory of St. Man 
and Ampbibialus^ the Dodlor proceeds to the Story 
of Prince Edwin^ the Brother of King Aiheljlan : 
Ih this he deals as ingenuoufly as in the former : 
The only Blemifli tliat the Hiftorians find in the 
whole Reign of Ailel/Ian, is the fuppofed Murder, 
or putting wrongfully to Death his Brother, Prince 
Edwifiy which is in itfelf fp improbable, and all. 
Things confidered, fo fliinderjy attefted, that it does 
not defer ve a Place among good Hiftorians. 

The excellent Writer, of the Life of King 
Atheljhn*^ has given fo clear and fo pcrfewi a View 

of 
* Blog. Biit. vol I. p. 63. 
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of this Event, that the Reader cannot rcceirc 
greater Satisfaftion than in . that Author's own* 
Words. 

The Bufinefe of Edwln^ Death, is a Poidt the 
mofl obfcure in the Story of this King, and, to fajr 
theTruth, not one even of our bcft Hiftorians, hath ■ 
Mrritten clearly, or with due Attention concerning 
it. The Faft, as commonly received, is this. The 
King fufpefting his younger Brother Edwin^ of de- 
iigning to deprive him of his Crown, caufed hitn, 
notwithftanding his Prote flat ions of Innocency, to 
be put on board a leaky Ship, with his Armour-^ 
bearer and Page. The young Prince, unable to 
f»ear the Severity of the Weather, and Want of. 
Fo>d, defperately drowned himielf; fomc Tijaw 
after, the King's Cup-bearer, who had bccu the 
chief Oiufer of this Aft of Cruelty, happened-^ as 
lie was fcrvingthe King at Table, to trip with one, 
Foot, but recovering himfelf with the other, Sa 
iaid he pleafantly, how Brothers afford each otbif 
Help y which ftriking the King with ihe Remem* 
brance of what himfelf had done, in taking off 
Edwin, who might have helped him in his Wars, 
lie caufed that Bufmefs to be more thoroughly ex- 
amined, and finding his Brother had been falfl/ 
accufed, caufed his Cup-bearer to be put to a cruel 
Death, endured himfelf feven Years (harp Penance, 
and built the two Monafteries o( Middleton and 
^/VW«(/}, to atone for this bafe and bloody Faik*, 
Dr. Howell^ fpeaking of this Story, treats it as if 

very 
* Speed's Chronicle, Book vii. ch. 38. 
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Teiy indifierently founded, and, on that Account, 

SiBWorthy of Credit •• Abbot Brompton tells the 
feory at large f, and after him moft of the later Wri* 
ttn as ufuaU that is, with an Addition of various 
Orcumftances, <b that it c&nnot be faid, this Story 
is without Foundation. Buchanan hath improved 
it very happily. Thus it runs in his Writings. 
♦•They, that is tht EngHj/b Writers, make this 
Atbiljlan guilty of Parricide, in kilhng his Father 
and fais two Brothers, Edred and Edzvin^ whofe 
Kight it was to fucceed their Father in his King- 
dom. Fame increafes the Sufpicion, that Edward 
was violently pat to Death, becaufc it attributes to 
him the Title of Martyr J/' Buchanan cites no 
Authority whatfoever for this, becaufe indeed there 
could be no Authority cited. Whatever he did by 
Edwin, moft certainly Athelftan ^\d. not njurdsr 
Ednd^ fince he not only furvived, but fucceedeJ 
him in the Kingdom. As for the Murder of his 
Father, that is the pure Efied of Buchanan^s Igno- 
rance, he miftook Edward the Elder^ who was 
reatiy tAe. Father of Athelftan^ for Edward the 
Martyr^ who began his Reign in 975, that is, five 
and thirty Years after Athelftan was in his Grave. 
Such is the Accuracy, fuch the Integrity, of this 
Writer* . In like Manner Rapin gives us this Story, 
without the leaft Mark of Doubt or Hcfttation \^ 

and 

• Gen. Hift. P. iv. c. 2. S lo. t Chion. p. 838. 
X Hift. Scot. lib. vL R. 75. i Hiltoire D'An^ic- 
«err€« Tom. I. p. 356. 
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and yet we prefumc, there are fomc firong Re**- 
fons againft the Credit of this whole Story, and' 
ftill ftronger againft that Part of it, which alledget 
Edwin to have been unjuflly put to Death. Simm 
of Durham^ and die Saxon Chronicle, fay no more, 
than that £^^^was drowned by his Brother's Com- 
inand, in the Year 933 *. Brempfon places it in 
the Arft, or at fartheft in the fecond. Year of his 
Reign ; and he tells us the Story of the rotten 
Ship, and of his punifhing the Cup-bearer +. *?/• 
Iwm oi Malmjbury^ who is very circumftantial, fays* 
he only tells us what he heard % > hut Matibivr^ 
the Flower- gatherer §, {lamps the whole down as 
an indubitable.Truth. Yet thefe difcordant Dates 
are not to be accounted for. If he was drowned 
in the fecond, be could not be alive in the tenth 
Year of the King. The firft is the more probable 
Date, becaufe about that Time there certainly was 
a Confpiracy againft King Atheljian^ in order to 
dethrone him, and put out his Eyes, yet he did not 
put the Author of it to Death ; is it likely then- 
that he fhould order his Brother to be thrown into 
the Sea upon bare Sufpicion? But the Reader mutt: 
remember, that we cite the fame Hiftorians, who- 
have told us this Story, to prove that Atheljlan was 
unanimoufly acknowledged King, his Brethren be- 
ing too young to govern \ one would think then, 

they 

♦ Simeon. Dunelm. p. 15; 4. Chron. Saxon, p. iik, 
f Chronicon, p. 82S. X Dt Cj^^. %.. K, \5^. vc 
f MztiK Florileg. 
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tfaejr could not be old enough to confpire. If we 
tike the fecond Date, the whole Story is deflroyed; 
the King could not do feven Years Penance, for he 
did not live fo long; and as for the Tale of the Cup* 
bearer, and his ftumbling at the King's Table, the 
fame Story is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered 
Ae Brother of Edward the Conffffor. Laftly, no- 
thing is clearer from Hiftory, than that Atheljian 
was remarkably kind to his Brethren and Sifters, for 
whofe Sakes he lived fingle, and therefore one would 
think his Brother had lefs Temptation to confpire 
againft him. 

How likely is Dr. Plot's whole Story of the Piq- 
nace and the Page, compared with the forego- 
ing ? For the Probability of Edwin's calling the 
Mafons together at Tori^ or getting them a Char- 
ter, it need but be remembered that Jtheljian kept 
his Court for fome Time in that City *, received 
there, feveral Embaffies from foreign Princes, and 
Prefents, of various Kinds, both rich and coftly, 
from different Parts of the World, and in ihort, was 
loved, honoured, and admired, by all the Princes 
in Europe, who fought his Friendfhip, and courted 
his Alliance. To all his Brothers and Sifters h^ 
was remarkably kind, indeed a Father to them ; 
and from that his fatherly Care, Prince Edwin has 
been by many ancient Mafons, called the Son of 
jlihelftan ; a Thing not uncommon in many In- 
ftances for Ages fince that. Moreover the Activity 
aad princely Conduft of Edwin^ rendered him the 

fitteit 
♦ Edwrd's Hift. V* up.Sv 
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i"::c:l 7 <.-'.. z,, ^o be G:aiKS-Mafler of the MaTons, 
who a: that Time were empIo)'ed in very great 
Numbers !n repiirir.g; and buiicing Churches and 
o:her Eiiif.ce.s rxt cnly ia the City of Tork^ but 
at Brjcr.'ijy cr.i other Plice?, which had but lately 
heen ovcr-thro*.vn, and levelled wiih the Grounds 
by the Dunes^ and other Invaders ; till jttbelftmi 
became Miifler of ail, who fupported and propa- 
gated the Royal Art in perfect Peace and Sc* 
curity. 

To follow the Doctor in his good Will for the 
ancient Fraternitv, the Reader muft know that 
in the Infancy of King H^tiry VI. an Ad of Par- 
liament was palled, to prevent the Aflemblies of 
M. tons 3s mentioned in Page 78 and 79 of this 
Hiltory ; the Reafons for this fcverc Treatment is 
very obvious : la the Abfeucc of the Duke ox 
Bi(if:,riL Regent of France^ all the rcijal Power 
v/as veftcd in Humphry^ Duke of Glouie/Ur^ his 
Brother, Protcdor of the Kingdom, and in Hinry 
Btauforty Bifliop of Winchejicr^ his Uncle, Guar- 
<i:an to the King ; who being invefted with Power, 
hci^an to (liew his Pride and Haughtinefs betimes ; 
and to fupport him therein, he wanted not for 
Followers and Agents enough. In the Parliament 
Jield at Wejlminftery the 17th of Novemhir^ 1423, 
to anfwer a particular End, it was ordained and 
cna£led, that if any Perfon, committed for Grand 
or Pctty-Treafon, fliould wilfully break Priion 
iiiul cfcape from the fame, it fliould be deemed 

Petxy- 
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Pctty-Trcafon, and his Goods forfeited *. About 
this Time one William Kingj of TFomoltm^ in 
Torijbire^ Servant to Sir Robert Scatty Lieutenant of 
the Tower, pretended that he was ofFered, by Sir 
Jobn Mortimer^ then a Prifoner in ^he Tower^ and 
Coufln tothelately deceafed Edward Mortemir^ Earl 
ofMarchy the neareft in Blood to the Englijh Crown, 
tenPounds to buy him Cloaths, forty Pounds aYear, 
and to be made an Earl, that Mortimer would ratfe 
40,000 Men, and would ftrike off the Heads of the 
rich Bifliop of iVincbefter^ Gloucejier^ and others, 
all which^the Fellow undertook to prove by his 
own bodily Oath. Soon after this, they let Mor- 
tinur walk to the Tcrwer-Wbarfy and then ran after 
and feized him for breaking Prifon; whereupon 
he was deemed Convidl, was drawn to Tyhurn, 
there hanged, and afterwards beheaded. From 
Whofe Death, there arofe no fmall Slander, Mur- 
murings and Difcontent amongft the People : Which 
threatned thofe in Power with fatal Confequences, 
as they were obfcrved to fpread, not only in pub- 
lick, but in private Meetings and fecret Affem- 
blies. 

The Animofity between the Uncle and Nephew 
became every Day more formidable than other. 
On the laft of AprtU 1425, the Parliament met at 
Weftminjler^ the Servants and Followers of the 
Peers and Members of Parliament coming thither 
armed with Clubs and Staves, which occafioned xx. 
CO be Nick-named, Tbe Bait Parliament : Among 

other 
• VVolfe'j Chron. puhlijhed by Stowe. 
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other Liv;?, an Act pafTed to abolift the SocJety of 
Mafcn?, cr at I-jaJl to prevent the hoivling their 
yearly Ccr2:rega::3ns cr indeed anv of their Af- 
femblit) : Aa it mult be owned tr.-jx their Meeting} 
were very fee ret, n:^>ne can wonder that thofe fecrct 
A fie ml; lies gave ir.toi;:rabIe Difp'-eafarc to the arro- 
cant l;J a mil it:: us Priclf, who, no Doubt, thought 
Mmfsif iJ-ufL-J by any Perfcn dariig to do what 
he was net to know : However, none of them 
were feizcd in ti.cir Ledges, or any Attempt made 
to do it, I?;-: curnirg Prelate's Atfention being di- 
vert, c ;ino:her Way : For on the Morrow of Simbrk 
aivl 'Ju.-f/-. D.;, wren the Ma^jr of A^n^rn had. 
been to lyep.rAnJhr to take his Charge ; when at 
Dinner he was fcnt for in all Hafte by the Duke of 
Glouccjier \ and when come into his Prefcnce, he 
gave hii I Commandment to fee the City (ccurely 
watched the Night following ; at nine of the 
Clock, the next Morning, the Biflicpof WtncbifttTf, 
then called the EngUJh Pope, with his Servants ani 
Followers, would have entered the City, by the. 
Bridge, but were kept back by Force \ whereupon 
the haughty and imperious Bifhop being enraged,. 
gathered a great Number of Archers, and other 
Men at Arms, and aflaulted the Gate with Shot^ 
and other Means of War 5 {o that the Citizens, 
diredlly fhut their Shops, and went to the Bridge in 
great Numbers, fo that greJt Blood fhed would have 
followed, had not the Wifdom of the Mayor and 
Aldermen flayed them in Time. The Archbifhop 
oi Canterbury* with Peter, Duke of Ccnimha, eldcft 
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Son of the King of Portugal^ and others, took 
great Pains to bring the Uncle and Nephew to 
Agreement ; they rode eight, fome fay ten Times, 
between them, before they could in any wife fuc- 
ceed or bring them to any Conformity ; and at 
la'ft they agreed to ftand to the Award of the Duke 
of Bedford^ whereupon the City was in more Quiet 
at prcfent*. The Bifhop loft no Time in making 
a bad Caufe look as glofly as pofiihie, and wrote ths 
Duke of Bedford the following Letter. 

'OlG HT high and mighty Prince^ and my right 
noble^ and after one^ Leiueji [earthly"] Lord. I 
recommend me unto your Grace with all my Hearts 
jtnd as you defire the Welfare of the King our Sove^ 
reign Lord^ and of his Realms ^England and France^ 
yeur ewn Weal [Health^ with all yours hajle you hi" 
ihiT : For by my Troth ^ if you tarry long^ wejhallput 
this Land in Jeopardy^ [Adventure"] with a Field \fuch 
a Brother you have here^ God make him a good Man, 
For your Wifdom well knoweth that the Profit of 
France Jiandeth in the Welfare of England, &c. 
The bleffed Trinity keep you. Written in great Hafte 
ir/ London, m AUhaliowen-Even, the 317? of 
Oaober, 1425. 

By your Servant to my Lives End,, 
HEriRy, Wtnchejler. 

• Wolfe's Chron. 
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This tremendous Letter made the Duke of i 
Bidftrd haften the Afiidrs of Frana ; and he re- 
turned to London the l-oth of "January^ 1425-6 ; on 
the 21 ft oi February^ he held a great Council at 
St. Albans^ adjourned it to Nortbamptm the 15th 
of March, and on the 25th of Jum to Leieefter. 
Batts and Staves were again in Ufe, but thofe being 
prohibited, the Followers of the Members of Par- 
iiament came with Stones flung and Plummets of 
I-ead : Here the long wifhed for Peace, between 
the Duke of Qloucefter and the Biftiop of TVinchef- 
ter^ to Appearance, was accompliflied. Gloucefter 
exhibited fix Articles againft the Bifhop ; one of 
which was this : « VI. That the Bifliop of IFin^ 
chejier, had in his Letter to the Duke of Bedford^ 
plainly declared his malicious Purpofe of aflembling;; 
the Peopte, and ftirring up a Rebellion in the Na^- 
tion, contrary to the King's Peace." The Bifhop^s 
Anfwer to this Accufation was, " That he never 
had any Intention to difturb the Peace of the Na- 
tion, or raife any Rebellion ; but fent to the Duke 
of Bedford to come over in Hafte, to fettle all 
Things that were prejudicial to the Peace ; and" 
though he had indeed written in the Letter, thai 
if be tarried, we Jhould put the Land in Adventuri 
by a Field, fuch a Brother ye have here \ he did not 
mean it oi any Efefign of his own, but concerning 
the feditious Affemblies of Mafons, Carpenters^ 
Tylers^ and Plaiflerers, who, being diltafted by the 
late Act of PaiUamcnt againft exceffive Wages of 

thofe 
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tbofc Trades, h^d given out many feditious Speeches 
and Menaces againft the great Men, which tended 
inuch to Rebellion ; and yet the Duke of Ghw 
Xfftir did not ufe his Endeavour, as he ought to 
have done in his Place, to fupprefs fuch unlawful 
Aflemblies, fo that he feared the King and his 
good Subje^ muft have made a Field to withftand 
them ; to prevent which, he chiefly defired the 
Duke of Bedford to come over.** The Falfhood 
of this Charge of the Bifhop's againfl: the Mafons 
is fo ielf-evident, that it would be injuring the 
candid Reader to fuggeft it in the leaft doubtful, 
except any can imagine that the Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commons of London^ were the Ma* 
fons that he had decreed for Deflru£tion. As he 
he had begun, fo he never abated of his Malice a- 
£ainft the Duke of Glouctfitr till he had accom- 
pliflied his Ruin ; but being too fenfible his A£tions 
4vere not to be juftified by the Laws of the Land, 
ht prevailed witii the King, through the Intercef- 
fion of the Parliament, whom his Riches had made 
fais Tools, to grant him Letters of Pardon for all 
Ofiences by bim committed, contrary to the Su- 
-tute of Provifors^ and other Afls of Pramunire^ 
£ive Years after this, he procured another Pardon 
under the Great-Seal/^ allSorts rfCritms whatever^ 
from the Creation of the World to the 26th of 
Jmfyy 1+37. 

Notwithstanding all the Cardin^rs Pre- 
tcautiont, (he Duke of Glouajiir^ in 144a, drew 
:up Articles of Impeachment againft him, and pre- 
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fented them with his own Hands to the King,^de- 
iiring that Judgment might pais upon him accord- 
ing to his Crimes : The King referred the Matter 
to his G)uncil, but they being mo^ eccleiiaftical 
Perfons, favoured the Cardinal : So that grown 
weary with their Delays and underhand Deal- 
ings, he dropt the Profecution, and the Cardinal . 
•efcaped. 

The Wickednefs of his Life, and his mean, bafe 
and unmanly Behaviour, in the Article of Death, 
will ever be a Bar againft any Vindication of him 
for the Good he did, or the Money be left behind 
him. When dyiag, he uttered thefe mean £x- 
prefBons ; Why ibould I dye that have fb much 
Wealth ? If the whole Kingdom would fave my 
Life, I am able by my Policy to get it, or by 
my Money to buy it. Will not Death be bribed, 
nor Money do any Thing ? The inimitable 
Shakefpearj after giving a moft horrible Pi<fture of 
Defpair, and a tortured Confcience, in the Perfon 
of the Cardinal, introduces King Henry to him 
with thefc fharp and killing Words : 

Lord Cardinal^ if thou think* Jl on Heaven* s BKfs^ 
Lift up thy Hand^ make Signal of that Hope, 
■I ■ He dies and makes no Sign. 

Hen. VI. Aft. 3. 

Sovereign Authority being vcfled in the Duke 
of Gloucejier, as Proteftor of the Realm, the Exe- 
cution of tlie Laws, and all that related to the 
civil Magifirate» cenUed in him ; bad it not been 
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f^ the Mafons had certainly been moft feverely 
unilhed, as a Lokd of Infamy, and holding un- 
iwful AflTemblies had been charged upon them, 
nd a 'Law made againft them by the BiHiop of 
^ncbefliTt and hb Creatures: Which however they 
ever could get jexecuted, as the Protodlor well 
inew them not to be blameable, nor in any Re- 
pe£t AggrefTors, except in holding their Affemblies 
n the fame fecret Manner they had done in all 
\ges, without meddling with any Affairs of civil 
'olicy. As the Mafons were under the La(h of aa 
\R of Parliament, then recent in the Mind of 
;very one, the JBifliop very kindly transferred the 
3hargp of Rebellion, Sedition and Treafon upon 
Ihem, though it moft apparently appears, that him- 
felf and his Followers were the firft to difturb as 
well as to break the poblick Peace, and kindle the 
Flames of civil Difcord, and whom no reafonable 
Conceffions could fatisfy ; his Ambition being to 
furmount all others, both in Honour and Dignity, 
howibever unworthily accomplifhed. 

The renowned Prote£ior, Humphry^ Duke of 
Ghucefter^ our moft worthy and princely Brother, 
made King Henry a Mafon in the Year 144 1, or 
as fome think, 1442, and many Lords of the 
G)urt followed his Example, for at that Time he 
was greatly beloved of the King ; which cncreafed 
the Cardinal of JVincheJitr^^ Inveteracy fo much, 
that it was refolved to take away his Life. He ac- 
'Cordingly felt the firft fatal Blow of the Jeftroying 

Angel, 
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Angcl, Tent to puniih England^ and extirpate ho 
Nobility. 

The Duke had ever been a brave Oppofer of aii 
Things detrimental to the publick Good, and in« 
deed the only Man,' who by his Prudence, as well 
as the Authority of his Birth and Place, that hin- 
dered an abfolute fovereign Povv^er from being veiled 
in the King's Perfon, which Inftancc alone ena- 
bled Wincheftir to gain over many, who on that 
Account only were wrought upon to concur in his 
Ruin ; though thereby they threw open the Flood- 
Gates, that over- whelmed them all in a Deluge of 
Blood. His Dutchefs had been convidted for Sor- 
cery and Witchcraft, and afterwards charged with 
Trcafon : She was put to publick Penance in Lm- 
dm for three Days, with extraordinary Shame to 
her Perfon, and then imprifoned for Life. The 
Prote£tor, being provoked with fuch repeated In- 
fults offered to his Wife, made a noble and ftout 
Refiftance, to their moft abominable and fliameleft 
Proceedings, which diredly brought on his own De- 
ftru£iion. For on the fecond Day of the Seffions 
of Parliament, held at St. Edmundsbury^ 14479 he 
was arretted for High-Treafon, and the next Day 
bafely and (hamefully murdered. Five of his Ser- 
vants, being condemned to be hanged, drawn and 
quartered, the Marquis of iS^^/^, through a mean 
and pitiful Affectation of Popularity, brought them 
Pardons and faved their Lives, after they had been 
hanged, let down alive, flripped naked, and marked 
M^ith a Knife to be quartered. By a Pardon granted 

to 
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e of his Servants, may be feen the Pretence 
Ufe of for committmg the Murder ; that he 
>ne of the many Traitors who came with the 
J of Ghuceftgr to deftroy the King and Parlia- 
, and fct his Wife Eleanor at Liberty. 
fell this great Prince, doubly murdered in his 
»n and Reputation ; his Death wa<j univerfally 
nted by the whole Kingdom, from whom he 
long obtained, and well deferved the Sirname 
W; for he was a Lover of his Country, a 
id CO good Men, the Saviour of the Miifons, a 
iGtox of the Learned, himfelf one, and fo great 
ncourager of them, that he built the Divinity- 
ols at Oxford^ and a publick Library there ; 
rks worthy of everlafting Memorial. His 
lions in Policy do him no Id's Honour ; 
■udgment and Views concerning the French 
linions, were always thwarted and rendered 
five by the Bifliop of IVinchcJhr^ and his Fac- 
, who would hear of nothing but Pence, 
gh on the moft unworthy and ahjc6l Terms, 
:h ended in the Lofs of the whole Kingdom 
ranee: To which the heroickand gallant Duke, 
ly infifting on the Honour, Majerty and Glory 
the Englijh Name, was a profcfled Enemy, 
infernal Perfecutor, the hypocritical Bilhop, 
I but two Months after him, and then went 
n to his Place with all the Daggers of Divine 
.gcance flicking in his Heart, as has already 
I related. The Memory of the Wicked Ihill 
but the unjuftly Perfecuted fliall be had in fvvcct 
everlafting Remembrauce. 
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It has been already faid, that King IJknry wu 
made a Mafon, and by what follows, it will be 
found that he was very intent upon a thorough 
Knowledge of the Royal Art : And how doubtftJ 
foever this Event might appear to Dr. Plotf h ii 
fupportcd with fuch undeniable Teftimonies, as will 
efFecStually overthrow all his Impoffibilities. No 
doubt but every Reader will feel fome Satisfadion 
in the Perufal of this antique Relation, though 
none more fo than the true and faithful Brother, 
on reading the glimmering Qjnjedures of an un- 
enlightened Perfon, though a Philofopher of as great 
Merit and Penetration, as this Nation ever pro- 
duced, upon the fundamental Principles, Hiftory 
and Traditions of the Royal Art. 

j1 Letter from the learned Mr. John 
Locke to theRf. Hon. Thomas Earl 
6?/'Pembroke, with an old Manufcript 
en the Subject of FREE'MASoi^Kr. 

My Lord, May 6, 1696. 

I Have at length, by the Help of Mr. CeUms^ 
procured a Copy of that M. S. in the Bnlliian 
Library, which you were fo curious to fee : And 
in Obedience to yourLordfhip's Commands, I here- 
with fend it to you. Moft of the Notes annexed 
to it, are what I made Yefterday for the Reading 
of my Lady Mash am, who is become fo fond of 
^lafonry, as to (ay, that ihe now more than ever 

wiflies 
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wi&es herrelf a Man, that (he might be capable 
of Admiflion into the Fraternity. 

Th£ M. S. of which this is a Copy, appears to be 
about 160 Years old ; yet (as your Lordlhip will 
obferve by the Title) it is itfelf a Copy of one yet 
more ancient by about 100 Years: For the Original 
is raid to have been the Hand -writing of K. H, VI. 
Where that Prince had it is at prefent an Uncer- 
tainty : But it feems to me to be an Examination 
(taken perhaps before the King) of fome one of the 
Brotherhood of Masons ; among whom he en- 
tred bimfelf, as 'tis faid, when he came out of his 
Minority, and thenceforth put a Stop to a Perfecu- 
tion that had been raifed againft them : But I muft 
not detain your Lordfhip longer by my Preface 
from the Thing itfelf. 

Certayne §iueftyons^ wyth Aivnfweres to the 
fame^ concerning the Myjiery of Ma^ 

conrye 3 writtene by the Hande of Kynge 

Henrye the Sixtbe of the Name, and 
faythfullye copyed iyme{i) Johan Ley^ 

lande Antiquarius^ by the Commaunde of 

His (2) Highncjfe. 

Th^ he asfoUoweth : 

^J. WJ HAT mote ytt be ? (3) 
-Jwfiv. VV Ytt bceththe%tf' of Nature, the 
•underflondynge of the mygbte that ys bcreynncj and 
L 2 it<| 
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its fondrye Werekpigis ; finderljche^ the Skylle oi 
Re£lenyngs^ of Waightcs, and Mttyngesj and the 
treu manerc of Faeonfijngi al thyngcs for Mannn 
Ufc, headljf^ Dwellynges, and Bujidynges of alh 
Kindes, and al odher thynges that make Gudit t( 
Minne. 

^ift. Where dyd y tt b^ne ? 

jlnfiu. Ytt dyd bcgynnc with the (4) fyrft 
menne y n the Efte, whych were before the (5 ) fiyrft 
Manne of the Wcfte, and comynge Wcftlye, yfl 
hathe broughte herwyth alle Comfortes to tbewjnU 
and Comfortlcffe. 

^eft. Who dyd brynge ytt Wcftlye ? 

Anfw. The (6) Venetians whoo beynge Graft 
Mcrchaundes, corned ftyrfte fFromme the Efiejw 
Venecia, fFor the commodytye of Marchaundyfyi^ 
beithe Efte and Wefte, bey the redde and MyddU 
loiide Sees. 

^left. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ? 

Anfw, Peter Gowcr (7J a Grecian, journey 
edde ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, an( 
yn everyche Londe whereas the Venetians haddi 
plauntcdde Ma^onrye, and IVynnynge Entraunce yi 
al Lodges of Maconnes, he lerned muche, and ce 
tournedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna (8) wach 
Jynge^ and becommynge a myghtye (9) ff^yftacre 
and gratelyche renowned, and her he framed a grati 
Lodge at Groton (lo) and maked many Maoonnes 
fome whereofle dyd joumeye yn Fraunce, aot 
maked manye Maconnes, wherefromme, yn PfO 
efTc of Tyme, the Arte pafled yn Engelonde. 

4 ^««/l 
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^Ji. Dot HE Maconnes defcouer here Artcs 
unto Od hers? 

Anfw, Peter Gower whenne he journeyedde 
to lernne, was ffyrfte (ii) made, and anonnc 
Icchedde 5 evenne foe fliulde all odhers beyn. 
recbt, Nathelefs (12) Maconnes hauethe alweys 
yn cvcryche Tyme from Tyme to Tyme com- 
munycatedde to Mannkynde foe he of her Secrettes 
as generallyche myghte be ufefulle ; they haueth 
keped backe foche allein as Qiulde be harmefulle yfF 
they commed yn euylle Haundes, cder foche as ne 
myghte be holpynge wythouten the Techynges co be 
joynedde herwythe in the Lodge, oder foche as do 
bynde the Frens more ftrongclyche togeder, bey 
the Proffytte, and commodytye comynge to the 
Canfnrii herfromme. 

^eft. Whattb Artes haueth the Maconnes 
techedde Mankynde ? 

jinfw. The Arts (13) Agricultura, 
Architectura, Astronomia, 
Geometria, Numeres, Musica, 
PoBsii, Kymistrye, Govern- 
ment £, and Relygyonne. 

^ift» Howe commethe Maconnes more 
teachers than odher Menne ? 

Anfw. The himfelfe haueth allein in (14) Arte 
of fyndynge neue Artes, whyche Art the ftyrftc 
Maconnes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche 
they fyndcthc whatte. Artes hem plefethe^ and the 
trcu Way of techy nge the fame. Whatt odher 
L 3 Mcnne 
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Mcnne doethc ffyncle out, ys enelyche bey chauncc^ 
and herfore but lytel I tro. 

^tiejf. Whatt dothc the Maconnes coiiccic, 
and hyde ? 

Jnfw. They concelethe the Art of ffyndynge 
Jieue Artcs, and tbattys for here own Profiytte, 
and (15) Preifi : They concelethe the Art of 
kepynge (16) Secrettcs, thatt foe the Worldc 
maycth nothinge concele from thera. Tbay con- 
celethe the Art of Wunderwirckynge^ and of yeri 
fayinge ihynges to comme^ thatt fo thay fame Artcj 
may not be ufedde of the wyckedde to an euyllc 
Ende ; thay alfo concelethe the (17) Arte oi 
chaunges, the/i^ of Wynnygnge theFacultye (18) 
of Ahrac-i the Skylle of becommynge gude and 
parfyghte v^ythouten the Holpynges of Fere, and 
Hope ; and the Univerfalle (19) Longage of Ma- 
connes. 

^eji. Wylle he teche me thay fame Artcs? 

Anjw. Ye (halle be techcdde yflP yc be werthyt, 
and able to lerne. 

^eji. Dot HE alle Maconnes i«»»r more then 
odher Menne ? 

Anjw. Not {o, Thay onlyche haueth nAu 
and Occafyonne more then odher Menne to kunne, 
butt many dceth fale yn Capacity, and manye 
more doth want induftrye, thatt ys Perneafaiji 
for the gaynynge all Kunnynge. . 

^eft. Are Maconnes guddcr Menne then 
odhers ? 

Anfv). 
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Anfw, Some Macconnes are not fo Vertuous as 
fome other Menhe ; but yn the mofte Parte, thay 
be more gude then thay woiilJe be yf thay war 
not Maconnes. 

^eft. Doth Maconnes love eidiher odher 
myghtylye as becth fayde ? 

Anfw. Yea vcrylyche, and yt may not odher- 
wife be : For gude Mennc, and true, kcnnynge 
eidher odher to be foche, docth always love the 
more as thay be more Gude. 

Htrt indithi tbi ^ejlyonrui^ and Awnfweres. 

(1) JOHN Lelande was appointed by King 
Hinry VIII. at the Diffolution of Mon ast e r i e s, 
to fearch for, and fave fuch Books and Records as 
were valuable among them. He was a Man of 
great Labour and Induftry. 

(2) His Highnefs^ meaning the faiJ King 
Henry VIII, Our Kings had not then the 
Title of Majefty. 

(3) What mote ytt be? That is, what may 
thisMyftery of Masonry be ? — The Anfwer'im- 
ports, that it confifts in natural, mathematical, and 
mechanical Knowledge. Some Part of which (as 
appears by what follows) the Mafons pretend to 
have taught the reft of Mankind, and fome Pare 
they ftili conceal. 

(4) (5) Fyrjie mennt yn the EJle^ &c. It ftioulJ 
fccm by this that Masons believe there were 
Men in the Eajl before Adam, who is called the 

L 4 ff)rjii 
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ffyrjte Menne of the JVeftt j and that Arts, and 
Sciences began in the Eaft. Some Authors of 
great Note lor Learning have been of the feme 
Oprnion ; and it is certain, that Europt and Afnu 
{which in refpeft to Jfia^ may be called wcftcrn 
Countries) were wild and favage, long after Arts 
and Politenefe of Manners were in great PerfcSion 
in China ^ and the Indies, -ff. R. w. M. ^. w. s. w. 

(6) The Fenetians^ &c. In the Times of 
Monkifh Ignorance 'tis no Wonder that the Phi* 
nicians ihould be miftaken for the Venetians. Or, 
perhaps,, if the People were not taken one for the 
other. Similitude of Sound might deceive the Clerk 
who firft took down the Examination. I'he Phe- 
tiicians were the greateft Voyagers among th« An- 
cients, and were in Europe thought to be the In- 
ventors of Letters, which perhaps they brought 
from the Eaji with other Arts. 

(y)PETE R Gower. This muft be another 
Miftake of the Writer. I was puzzled at firft to 
gucls who Peter Gower fhould be, the Name 
being pcrfeflly Engli/h ; or how a Greek fhaaU 
come by fuch a Name : But as foon as I thought 
of Pythagoras, I could fcarce forbear fmiling, 
to find that Philosopher had undergone a 
MetempsycosIs he never dreamt of. We 
need only confider the French Pronunciation of 
his Name Pythagore, that is, Petagore, 
to conceive how eafily fuch a Miftake might be 
made bv an unlearned Clerk. That Pvthago- 
RAS travelled for Knowledge into Egypt, tf^ 
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is known to all the learned, and that he was initi- 
ated into feveral different Orders of Priests, 
who in thofe D^yi kept all their Learning fecret 
from tbe Vulgar, is as well known. Pytha* 
GORAsalfo, made every Geometrical Ther 
orem a Secret, and admitted only fuch to the 
Knowledge of therri, as had firft undergone a five 
Years Silence. H^ is fuppofed to be the Inventor 
of the XLVIL of the firft Book of Euclid, for 
which in the Joy of his Heart ; 'tis faid he fa- 
crificed a Hecatomb. He alfo knew the true 
Syfiem of the World, lately revived by Coper- 
nicus ; and was certainly a mott wonderful Man* 
See his Life by Dion. Hal. 

(8) Gre c I A Magna. A Part of Italy formerly 
fo called, in which the G ret is had fettled a large 
Colony. 

(9) WysEACRE. This Word at prefent fig- 
nifies Simpieton, but formerly had a quite con* 
trary Meaning. fPVifager in the old Saxon> is 
Philosopher, Wileman, or Wizard ; and hav- 
ing been: frequently ufed ironically, at length came 
to have a direft Meaning in the ironical Senfc, 
Thus Duns Scotus, a Man famed for the Sub- 
tihy and Acutencfsof his Under (landing, has by the 
fame Method of Irony, given a general Name to 
modern Dunces. 

(10) Groton. Groton is the Name of a 
Place in England. The Place here meant it 
Crotona aCity of Grecia Magna, which 
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in the Time of Pythagoras was very popu- 
lous. 

{i\) Fyrste made. The Word made I 
fuppofc has a particular Meaning among, tbc Ma- 
sons, perhaps it fignifies, initiated. 

(12) Maconnes hautib communycauddi^ lie. 
This Paragraph hath fomething remarkable 
in it. It contains a Juftification of the Secrecy fo 
much boafted of by Masons, and fo much blamed 
by others ; aflerting that they have in all Ages 
difcovered fuch Things as might be ufeful, and tha{ 
they conceal fuch only as would be hurtful either 
to the World or themfelves. What thcfc Secrets 
are, we fee afterwards. 

(13) The Jris. Agricultura, ice It 
fecms a bold Pretence, this, of the M A s o N s, 
that they have taught Mankind all thefe Arts» 
They have their own Authority for it ; and I 
know not how we (hall difprove them. But what 
appears moft odd is, that they reckon Religion Sr- 
mong the Arts. 

(14) Jrti of ffynding neue Artes. The Art of 
inventing Arts, mud certainly be a moft ufeful 
Art. My Lord Bacon's Novum Orcanum, 
is an Attempt towards fomewhat of the fame 
Kind. But I much doubt, that if ever the Ma- 
sons had it, they have now loft it ; fince fo few 
new Arts iiave been lately invented, and fo many 
are wanted. The Idea I have of fuch an Art is, 
that it muft be fomething proper to be applyed vol 
all the Sciences generally, as Algebra is in 

Numbers^ 
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Number?, by the Help of which new Rules of 
Arithmctick arc and may be found. 

(15) Preise. It feems the Masons have gredt 
Regard to the Reputation as well as the Profit of 
their Order j fince they make it one Reafon for not 
divulging an Art in common, that it may do 
Honour to the Poffeflbrs of it. I think in this 
Particular they fliew too much Regard for their 
own Society, and too little for the reft of Man- 
kind. 

(r6) Arte of kepynge Secrettes. What Kind 
of an Art this is I can by no Means imagine. But 
certainly fuch an Art the Masons muft have: 
For though, as fome People fuppofe, they fhould 
have no Secret at all ; even that muft be a Secret 
which being difcovered would ex pofe them to the 
higheft Ridicule : And therefore it requires the 
utmoft Caution to conceal it. 

(17) Arte of Chatinges, I know not what 
this means, unlefs it be the Tranfm.utation of 
Mct.ils. 

(18) Fa CULT YE of Ahrac. Here I am ut- 
terly in the Dark. 

* (19) Universelle Lcngage of Maconnes, An 
univerfai Language has been much defired by the 
learned of many Ages. ' Fi.saThing rather to be 
wiftied than hoped for. But it feems the Masons 
pretend tp have fuch a Thing among then}. If it 
be true, I guefs it muft be fomething like the Lan- 
guage of the Pantomimes among the ancient 
Rom anS| who are iaid to be able, by Signs only. 



228 Tie H I s r o RY of 

to cxprtfs and deliver any Oration intelligibly to 
Men of all Nations, and Languages. A Man 
Dvho has all thefe Arts and Advantages, is certainly 
in a Condition to be envied : But we are told, that 
this is not the Cafe with all Masons ; for though 
thefe Arts are among them, and all have a Right 
and an Opportunity to know them, yet fome want 
Capacity, and others Induflry to acquire them. 
However, of all their Arts, and Secrets, that 
which I mod defire to know is, The SkylU tf b^ 
\ommyrtge gude and parfygbu ; and I wiih it were 
communicated to all Mankind, fmce there is no- 
thing more true than the beautiful Sentence con- 
tained in the laft Anfwer, ^^ That the better Men 
arc, the more they love one another." Virtue 
having in itfclf fomething fo amiable as. to charm 
the Hearts of all that behold it. 

I KNOW not what £{Fe£l the Sight of this old 
' Paper may have upon your Lordship ; but for 
my own Part I cannot deny, that it has ib much 
raifed my Curiofity, as to induce me to enter my* 
felf into the Fraternity, which I am determined 
to do (if I may be admitted) the next Time I g9 
to London, and that will be ibortly. 

/flm, my Lord, 

Yqut Lordjhlfs moft obedient^ 

Andrmft humble Servant ^ 

John Locks. 
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GLOSSARY to explain the 
VoRDs in Italick Characters 
r the foregoing. ^ 

: L E INy only Myghtij Power 
Jlweysy always Occafyome^ Opportunity 
/, both Oder^ or 

iM^/X^,Conveniency Onilychi^ only 
'iritj Fraternity Pemeceffhrye^ abfolutely 
myngij forming neceflary 

faytnge^ prophccying Pnife^ Honour 
s^ Brethren Richt^ Right 

}lyey chiefly Recienyngs, Numbers 

plifethe^ they pleafe Sonderiycbij particularly 
fglfe^ themfelves Skylle^ Knowledge 
there, their TVackfyngey growing 

fHne^ therein IVerck^ Operation 

vythy with it JVey^ Way 

mge^ beneficial lyhereas^ where 

/, know Wonedy dwelt 

jt^iy Knowledge ff^wuierwiriynge^ work- 
e Guddcy are benefi- ing Miracles 
U TVyldiy favage 

mgesy Meafures Tf^ynr^ngey gaining 

r, may Ynn^ into 

dhlondci Meditcrra- 
an 

From 
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From all that has been faid, it will appear be* 
yond Doubt, that Dr. Plofs Charge againft the Ma- 
fons was principally of hb own Inirention, as every 
Thing that he has advanced, touching theFalibood, 
or Incoherency of their Hiftory, either has not the 
leaft Probability of Truth, and which he muft, 
with Defign, have mif-reprefcnted ; or what he 
could not by any Means perfcSly know to be true : 
And if every Part of his Hiftory is no better found- 
ed than this, a greater Impofition was never ofiered 
to Mankind, under fo fan£tified and fleek a Garb : 
He either wanted the Ability, or was too indolent 
to make a nice Scrutiny into the Hiftory of his own 
Country ; for what he offers at, feems rather to be 
what he wifhed, than what could be proved from 
Fads. The barbarous A ge, that his Ignorance calls 
the Time of St. Jlban^ was, in every Refpeft, the 
Reverfe. The great Probability, nay, Certainty, 
of his beirig a Surveyor over Works, when Thou- 
fands of Workmen were employed, and he the 
moft capable of the Service, is moft obvious. The 
Story of the Cloak and Tutor, though the Doftor, 
and his judicious Perfons, might think St. Cloak and 
St. Amphibalus to be the very fame ; yet here the 
Current runs ftrongly againft them, what Affinity 
foever they might fuggeft to be between the one and 
the other: Indeed none other thanfome ofDv.Pkfy 
Barbarians could pofEbly have dedicated a Cathedral 
Church to a Cloak, within a few Years of the Death 

of 
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of St. Albaf^% Tutor, when there muft have been 
great Numbers of Chriftians alive, who perfonally 
knew bim. 

. The Hiftory of Prince Edwin is fufficiently 
cleared up, to fliew the Do£tor a mean Follower of 
the legendary Writers, and to have carefully gleaned 
up every little Circumftance that his Malice could 
furniih him with againft the Mafons, who it feems 
sierited bis bigheft Difpleafure. Whether the Ma- 
fons were concerned in any feditious Pradlces, or 
Hmry VI. and his Council ihould fee and procure, 
or a{^rove the Charges and Manners, or himfelf 
and many Nobles of his Court ihould have been 
made Mafons, muft be refted upon what has al- 
ready been offered : And as the Dodor thinks the 
laft Event the moft improbable Circumftance of all, 
the Mafons will readily give up all theDodor's Con- 
jeAures for indubitable Truths upon the Proof of 
tbts being falfe. 

The DoSor did not intend to leave the Mafong 
to enjoy their Falfehoods quietly, or to leave them 
in the Midft of their Errors, but to bring them to 
open Shame and Punifcment ; not for their fabu- 
lous Hiftory, but for their wicked and fccret Prac- 
tices ; for, fays be, it hjlill to he feared thefe Chap^ 
ten rf Fr^e-Mafons do as much Mifchief as before^ 
which if one may efiimaie by the Penalty^ was and* 
entlyfo great y that perhaps it might be ufeful to exa* 
•mini them now : Such was this chriftian Doctor's 
Candour and Charity, fuch his Dctcftation of Pcr- 

fecution ; 
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fecution : But it muft be remembered that he wrote 
at a Time, when it was iaOiionable to decry any 
Thing that looked like a fecrct Aflembly, left 
Matters, difagreeable to fome, might there be 
canvafed ; when their Liberty and Religion were 
both openly attacked by the Government, and the 
Do£^or more a Man of Mode than to cut his Coat 
contrary to the Court- Faihioo. All the Dofior's 
laboured OHjeSions to the Maforis being ob- 
viated and fliewn to be falfe and groundlefs | it 
may be inferred, that no Perfons, howibever emi- 
nent in Q^iality, needed to difdain the Fcllowihip 
of Mafons, on Account of its high Antiquity and 
Honour. As Staffordjhire did then, fo does it now 
furnifh us with fome of as great Name as ever 
p-accd the Annals of Mafonry. 

It will, perhaps, be deemed uncharitable to fur- 
mife, that any of thofe eminent and great Perfons, 
that Do6lor Plot fays were Mafons, encouraged him 
in his Work j yet it too clearly appears, that either 
they did not, or that he rewarded them in the fame 
grateful Manner he had done his Mafter AfiimnU. 
Thofe whom he has mentioned as the Promoters of 
his Undertaking, without any Difrefpc£l to their 
Names be it faid, he has fo ihamcfully flattered^ 
and laid his Daubing on fo thick, that nothing but 
his own Words can influence the Reader to think 
that a Man of fuch Efteem among the Learned, 
and who paffed for a IVIan of real Learning hirafelf, 
could be capable of it. He calls them, inginicus 

and 
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and every Way accompUJhed ; the feverely inqutfitive 
and W9rjhipful 5 n^ truely noble Patron, the right 
worfiipful ; the virtuous and moji accompUJhed Lady ; 
the mift hepeful and inqutfitive young Gentleman^ and 
his virtuous Sijier^ Mrs. Anne 5 the fair Lady of 
Lyfwis : And to crown the whole, fays of a Lady, 
that (he had a moJi exquijite Sagacity and perfpicaci^ 
eus Infight into the me/l bidden Recejfes of Nature. 
Yet it were well, had this adulating Faculty been 
the only Fault of the Do£lor, for he appears to be 
, the greateft Believer, where the Matter he handles 
is beyond all Credibility : He relates with firm Affi- 
ance the mod aftonifhing Stories ; and none with 
greater Bitternefs than thoTe of Witches and 
Wizards, againft whom he ibews as much, if not 
more Gall than againft the Mafons : The good 
Wives and Colliers in Staffordjh'tre were his prin- 
cipal Informers. He tells with great Faith of the 
Mufick of a Pack of Hounds in the Air, a heavenly 
Concert, the raining not only of Rats, Mice and 
i\rog«, but of Wool, Iron, Tiles, Bricks, and great 
Stones*; with innumerable other unaccountable, 
unnatural and incredible Relations, picked outof va* 
rious Authors, and of various Countries, to buttress 
up what he met with of the fame Kind in Stafford* 
Jhire. The Hiftory of the Whiftiers, and in parti*^ 
cular of fPllliam Crefrvcll^ the Whiftler of Rugeley^ 
Apprentice to Anthony Bannifier j the Story of 

Mary 

♦ Nat, Hift. Staff, p. 14, 22, 23, 24. 
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Alary Woodwariy of Hardwick \ of the black Mccr 
of Morridge^ told him with Admiration by every 
Body at Leek ; John Duncalf^ and his Bible ; and 
Captain Baftl Waad^ arc verily moft marvelous Rc- 
lationSy and favour fo ftrongly of Truth, that it 
will be quite ncedlefi to entertain the Reader with 
them, and efpecially as they have been tranfplanted 
by the ingenious Mr. Robert Burton, in thofc ex- 
traordinary Books, called Wonderful Events, the 
Hiftory of Witches, and the Kingdom of Dark- 
nefs. However, Dajhfield, the aftonifhing Col- 
lier of WidntAury, muft not fo be paflcd over ; the 
Doctor fays he was told, '< That this fame Collier 
being fearching for Coal in fomeold Hollows, and 
wanting Air, repaired to an old Shaft that had 
been filled up fome Years before, where Idofning 
fome Earth at the Bottom, in Hopes it would crack 
to the Top, and give him Air, it fo fuddenly coped 
down upon him, that being environed on all 
Sides with it, he could not return, infomuch that 
the People concluded him fmothered : But while 
they were debating how to geChim out, he, by the 
Help of his Maimdrill, by Degrees fo wrought a- 
way the Earth over Head, and getting it under his 
Feet, fo raifed hinifeJf higher and higher, that at 
length he came out above Ground, fafe and (bund, 
having worked thus upwards, at leaft tvventy-fevcn 
Feet in an Hour's Time : Which even the People 
there abouts, who underftand thefe Works, look up- 
on 
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on to this Day as fo ftrange a Performance, that the 
Man (now living) is ftill called Witch Dajhfield^:* 
A Pofition of the Doctor's, concerning Watcr- 
Spouts, is thus advanced: Inthefe Spouts^ together with 
the Water J the Fi/h^ many Times in the Sea thereabouts 
an lifted up^ whichfometimes being carried by the Winds 
9ver Land before their Fallj has often occafioned the 
wonderful raining' of Fijh ; as it did Whitings at 
Stanfted, in the Parijh of Wrotham, in Kent, in 
1666 J and Herrings in the South of Scotland, in 
1684, as bis mojl facred AdojeJIy King J dmcs II. mo/i 
Jtutiaouffy determined the Problem t there. How this 
Problem was determined is not difcernable, with- 
out the Water-Spout does it ; but as a refpefh* 
ble Perfon is here drawn in to vouch for the 
Doflor, it can give no OiFence to fay, that there 
never has been any Whiting or Herring Rains 
fincc. For the Perfon laft mentioned it was that 
the Dodor wrote, and feeros to have no Opinions 
but what were reflefied from the Crown : He 
turns Tail of all his Staffird/hire Supporters^ by 
telling the Publick, that he appeals mly to the Royal 
Judgment J and therefore Jhall little value what other 
Men think \ but chiarfully acquiefce in his Majejifs 
Dccift'.n J. 

Finally, be it far from a Mafon to dctrafl 
from any Man's real Worth, or endeavour to 

blemifh 

» Nat. Hift. Staff, p. 284, 288, 291, 304, 305, 306, 
329. t Ibid. p. 249, 250. X Dedication /# 

King James. 
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h what is praife^worthy and merkoriout ii 

kian'i Condud or Writings, though fom* 

may be dappled with Falihood or Error 

therefore with allowing all due Praife to hi 

iry Acquifitions, in which it muft be con 

4 he took great Pains ; yet is it nK>ft cer 

, a Man of lefs Judgment^ and more Cre 

ity never lived' than Dr. Pbt. 
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T O 
HIS EXCELENCY 

TheMoft Reverend and Right Honourable 

Henry, Count de Bruhl, 

Count of the Holy Roman Empire, Lord of Forjl 
and Pforthen^ of Grocwiz^ Rahmfdorff^ Birchen^ 
Pejlerwizy &c. Firft Minifter of State and the 
Cabinet, Privy -Councellor, General of Foot, 
Lord-Chamberlain, Prefident of the Chamber 
of Finances and the Mines, and Diredor gene- 
ral of the Excife and Cuftoms of his Majedy 
the King of Poland^ EleAor of Saxony^ Cap- 
tain of the Saxon Body*Guard in Poland^ Co- 
lonel of a Regiment of Foot, Provoft of the 
Chapter of BoudiJ/tn^ Canon of the Cathedral 
Church of MeiJJin^ Knight of the Order of 
the White Eagle, St. Andnw^ the Black Eagle, 
and St. Alexander Newjky^ &c, &c« 

My lord, 

IF the Liberty which I take 
in dedicating this little Work 
to a Ndjleman of fuch exalted 
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Underftanding as your Excel- 
lency, was not ballanced by the 
Confidence 1 have of ydur re^' 
cciving it with your accuftomed 
Goodnefs and Candour, I ihould 
never have been fo bold to un- 
dertake it. 

Of all Societies, ancient or 
modern, the moft worthy and 
refpedablc, is the Order of Free- 
Mafons, which Society has been 
rendered very famous, and fpread 
themfelves with inconceivable 
Celerity into every Corner of 
the World, where Arts and 
Learning have found a Name. 
But their Worth has, alfo, raifed 
them up many Enemies, who ate 
the lefs to be pardoned, as the 
only Motive of their intemperate 
Rancour, is their Ignorance. 

Having 
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Having the Happinefs to be in- 
itiated into the Secrets of a Society 
fo illuftrious, I think it my Duty, 
publickly to make known my Zeal 
and Ardour, for every Thing that 
can be either for their Defence or 
Glory ; and feeking for a Protec- 
tor, under whofe aulpicious Pa- 
tronage I might fheker thefe Re- 
fle<flions, I knew none better ac- 
quainted with the Juftice of the 
Caufe I had to defend, or more 
able and willing to fupport the 
fame, th&nyour Excellency, whofe 
good Principles, Love of Juftice, 
and Knowledge of Things Hu- 
man and Divine, attra£l the Ad- 
miration and publick Praife of all 
Europe. 

I HAVE thence prefumedto em- 

bellifh thefe Reflexions with your 

M Excel- 
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Excellency's illuftrions Name ; 
and (hall eflcem it my greateft 
Happinefs, if it is thought worthy 
of your Perufal ; nor leis will be 
my Satisfadion, for the Regard 
that your Excellency hasfhewn for 
the Merits of the Caufe, and the 
approving my Zeal for the Frater- 
nity. The honouring this little 
Work with any Degree of Favour 
will be granting the utmoA of my 
Wifhes : *Tis that I moft humbly 
intreat of your Excellency, and 
beg your kind Permi/Hon, to giye 
me Leave to fay, that I am, with 
the greateft Refpe<St, 

Tour Excellency s mofi himble^ 
Mojl obedient and devoted Seroaat^ 

The Author 

AN 
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;HE Free and Accepted Mafons, fo 
famous in our Times, arc a Society of 
Men of air Ages, Conditions, Reli* 
gions and Countries, ^yho have ever 
been fuch Lovers of Virtue, as al- 
^wrays to feek, and never betray it ; and yet happier 
in feeing thofe amiable Ends, conftantly pra^jtifed 
by all that are true and faithfuL From hence it 
is, that they are united by the mod indiflfolubltf 
Tycs of brotherly AfFeftion, and inftrudled with 
Unanimity to afpirc after that which makes their 
Lives happy, by uniting the Profit and the Good 
of Mankind. However refplendent this Pi£lure 
of the Fraternity may appear at fir ft View, th« 
M 2 Colour] n 
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Colouring yet very much falls fliort of the Ori- 
ginal ; and .more fo, as tlicfe C^alificaticns Jiave cx- 
porcd them to many unjuft and cruel Perfccutione, 
nnder various Pretences, very falfc in themfdvcs, 
as the Rcnfonof fuchyexatious Troubles proceedql 
from ima<!;inary and groundlefs Stories prcgagated a- 
moivr the Vulgar. It is the Right of the unjuftly 
perfecutcd to complain, and to wi{h for Redrefs^ 
It .is a Token of rt:al Goodnefs/ind Virtue to bear 
the Scourge of ignorant and mifiaken Zealots, ^vi^h 
fuch becoming Fortitude and Patience, as will at 
length prevail. By thus magnanimoufly bearing 
unuefervcd Reproach, they are fure at leaft of the 
tKuirty good Jl'ijkes of all that are true and faithful 
throughout the World, 

The Statei-Gctural of the United Provinces 
were the firfl among the Pov/crs of Europiy who 
took Notice of the Frce-Mafons 5 for finding that 
they held their Chapters or Congregations in almoft 
every Town u-nder their Government, theybegaa 
to be exceedingly alarmed, as it was judged im- 
poffiblc that ArchiteSure could be the only Motive of 
holding fuch Aflcmblie.^ : Under this Pexfuafion 
the States publiflicd an Edift, in the Year 1735, 
in which they ordained, that, though they had not 
ilifcivered any Thing in the Behavio7ir or PraSlices ff 
the Fraternity^ contrary to the Peace of the Ripub^ 
licki or to the Duty of good SubjeSfs^ they were re* 
Jolvcd vcverthclrfs to prevent any had Confequmeet 
that wight afufiy that the Congregations^ AJfemblies^ 
or Lcdu'i of the Free- Mil fom Jhotdd be intirefy abo- 
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l^lbid. Far from blaming the Condact of thefs 
-^iCt Republicans, it will be found to accord v;itli 
the Policy of their Government, ever remarkably 
lufpiciousof all new or fecret Aflemblies ; befidt-^y 
at that Time they knew no better, for they had 
not a clear and diflinfl Knowledge of the harmlefs 
Nature, and of tht End and Dcfign of the Fra- 
ternity 5 which, at the Time this Happened, were 
holding their Lodges under the Sanation of ti.'C 
Grands- Matter of England^ and were rapidly fprcad- 
ing all over Europe^ under the fame great A-utho- 
fity 5 which procured them Peace and an honourable 
Reception, where otherwife they Ihoiild not ha\ ? 
found it. The States- Genera! having fince cxpe: i - 
enced the good Behaviour of the Fraternity, and ac- 
quainted themfelves with the Chargesr Laws an<i 
eflfential Ufages of that illuftriou« Body, da nor 
only permit ar>y of their Subjefts to become of the 
Craft, but alfo countenance, encourage and pro- 
te<a Che Lodges in the Cities and Towns of the 
Republick. 

FRyf NC E^ in the Year 1737, followed the 
Example of Holland ; though many of the greateft 
Perfonages in that Kingdom had defended the 
Lodges of Mafons, and intereftcd the Court in 
their Behalf, yet they were decreed to the famcP'ate 
a5 in the United Provinces, by Reafon, ihnt twchr 
the Pretence 0/ the inviolable Secrets of their Or<hi\ 
they might cover feme dangerous Defign^ which might 
in the End he to the Difadvantage not ont-j of RtK^\w^ 
^/ ^ //fe KingdonCi Peace. BvxX. x\v;ife X^'^^^ ^^^^'^ 
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been. At this Time there are none fo fcruptf- 
lous, in Regard to Mafonry, as they were fomc 
Years ago. It is known that the Prince of Ci«/f, 
that iliulhious Hero, glories in having been made* 
Mafon j and that he fometimes lays afide his war- 
like Habiliments, to wear the honeft and humble 
Apron, and work with furprizing Diligence and 
Aiiiduity in carrying on the grand Defign. 

The Perfecutions the Free-Mafons have un- 
df rgonc at Ficnna^ rtight have paft unnoticed^ as 
ir V/2S occafioned by the Jealoufy of fome Ladies 
!>elonging to the Court ; who having endeavoured 
by various artful and crafty Devices, to get feme 
of their Tools and Agents into many of Ibe 
Lodges, though without any Efiefl ; then they 
attempted to enflame the Mind of the Emprefr- 
Qnecn againft the Fraternity, and carried it fo far 
with thatPrinccfs, as to get an Order for furprizing 
them all in their I>odges, to revenge thenfelves \n 
as open a Manner as poiGbk, for fome Affronts 
they imagined had been given them by the Frater- 
nity. But the Succefs of their Undertaking did 
not by any Means anfwer the Intentions of their 
Diligence and Induftry, for bo lefs a Perfon than 
His Imperial Majesty, the fir ft Mafon in 
Europe^ inftantly put a Stop to all their Proceed- 
ings, and declared himfclf ready to anfwer for their 
Condua, and to redrefs any Plea that could be 
alledged againft them ; but that the Ladies or their 
Abettors muft find fome better Foundation for 
Complaint, before he fliould enter into the Merits 

of 
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of the Caufe, as what had already appeared was 
only Falfhood and Mifreprefentation. 

Thk Court of Rome, inftigated by the Impofi- 
tions of evil-minded Perfons, poured out Its Bulls 
and Decrees againft the Mafons, whereby they 
were condemned in a more fevcre and tyrannical 
Manner, the peculiar Charadehflick of thelnquifi. 
tion, than they had ever yet undergone in any Na- 
tioHy and that without the leaft Foundation for fuch 
Proceedings, his Holinefs being utterly ignoiant of 
what was fo zealoufly to be interdi£ted. 'J he 
Words of the faid Bull, with the Edia and Dc* 
cree which followed wilt beft depiduie the im- 
pure Fountain they fprang from. 

The Condemnatixm of the Society cr Con- 
venticles Dc Liberi Muratori, or of the 
Frcc-Mafons, under the Penalty ofv^io 
Fafto Excommunication^ the Abfolution 
from which is referved to the Pope alone ^ 
except at the Point of Death. 

Clement Bijhop^ Savant of the Servants of 
God, to all the Faithful of Chrifi, Health, 
and Jpojiolical BenediSlion. 

PLACED (unworthy as we are^ by the 
Difpofal of the divine Clemency, in the 
eminent Watch-Tower of the Apofllefhip, we arc 
ever folicitoufly intent, agreeable to the Truft of 
M 4 the 
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ihe Pafloral Providence repofcd in us, by obftruc- 
tir»; tlie Pafiages of Error and Vice, to prefervo 
more cfpecially the Integrity of Orthodox Reli- 
j:ion, and to repel, in thefe difficult Times, all 
DanatTfj of Troyblc froai the whole Catholick 
World. 

It bus come to our Knowledge, even from pub- 
lic k Report, that ccrtai^i Societies, Companiesi 
Meetings, Aflemblies, Clubs, or Conventicles, 
commonly called De Libiri Muraiori^ or PrU' 
Maj'om^ or by whatfoever other Name the fame 
in diil'erent Languages are di(iinguiibed, fpread far 
atfid wide, and are eytry Day incrcafing ; in 
which Perfons, of whatever Religion or Sei^, goik- 
tentcd with a Kind of an affetfted Shewof natural 
Honefly, confederate together in a clofe and in- 
^crntuble Bond, according ta Laws and Orders 
agreed upon between them \ which likewiie, with 
private Ceremonies, they enjoin and bind- them* 
itrlvcs, as weH by flri^^ Oath taken on the Bible, 
as by the Imprecation of heavy Punifihments, to 
prefervc with inviolable Secrecy. 

We therefore revolving in our Mind the great 
Mifchiefs ^ivhich generally accrue from this Kind 
of Societies or Conventicles, not only to the tern* 
poral TranquIUity of the Sute, but to the fpiritual: 
Health of Souls : And that therefore they arc nei- 
ther confiftent with civil nor canonical SanSions ; 
fince we are taught by the divine Word to watch, 
like a faithful Servant, Night and Day ; left this 
Sort of Men break as Thieves into the Houfe, and 

like 
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Itke Foxes endeavour to root up the Vineyard ; left 
they il-ould pervert the Hearts of the Simple, and 
privily ihoot at the Innocent : That we might &op 
up the broad Way, which from thence would be 
laid open fomhe Perpetration of their Wickedncfa 
with Impunity, and for other juft and reafonable 
Caufes to us known, have by tlie Advice of fomc 
of our venerable Brethren of the Roman Church, 
the Cardinal, and of our own mere Motion, and 
from our certain Knowledge and mature Dclibera- 
Hon, by the Plenitude of the Apoftolical Power, 
appointed and decreed to be condemned, and pro- 
hibited, and by this our prefent ever- valid ConfH- 
tution,- ive do condemn and prohibit the fame So- 
cieties, Companies, Meetings, Aflemblies, Ghibs, 
or Conventicles, De Liberi Aduratori^ or Free-- 
Mafias^ or by whatever other Name they are di- 
ftinguifhed. 

Wherefore all and fingular the Faithful In.. 
Chriji^ of whatever State, Degree, Condition, Or- 
der, Dignity, and Pre-eminence, whether Laity or 
Clergy, as well Seculars as Regulars, worthy all of 
exprefs Mention and Enumeration, we ftiicllvj 
9nd in Virtue of holy Obedience, command that 
no one, under any Pretext or Colour, dare or pre- 
fume the aforefaid Societies /)t'Z./^r/j Muraiori^ or 
Free^Mafons^ or by whatever other Manner dlflin- 
^uilhed, to enter into, promote, favour, admits or 
conceal in his or their Houfes,. or clfewhere, or bs 
tKlmitted Members of, or be prefent with th^famc, 
€«■ be any wife aiding and aflifling towards their 
M 5 mQcUivr 
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meeting in any Place ; or to adminifter any Thing 
to them, or in any Manner publickly or privately, 
ilire<aiy or indireftly, by tbemfelves or others^ af- 
ford them Counfel, Help, or Favour ; or adf ifc» 
induce, provoke, or perfuade others t<i4)e admitted 
into, joined, or beprefent with this Kind of Socie- 
ties, or in any Manner aid and proniote them v 
But that they ought by all Means to abftain fron> 
the faid Societies, Companies, Meetings* Aflem* 
biles. Clubs, or Conventicles^ under the Penalty 
of all that ad contrary thereto incurring Excom- 
munication ip/o Fa&a^ without any other Declara- 
tion j from which no one can obtain the Benefit of 
Abfolution from any other but us, or the Rmunt 
Pontiff for the Time being, except at the Point of 
Death. 

We will moreover and command. That as welt 
BiQiops and fuperior Prelates, and other Ordinaries 
<»f particular Places, as the Inquifitors of heretical 
Pravity univerfally deputed, of what State, Degree* 
Condition, Order,. Dignity, or Pre-eminence fo- 
ever, proceed and inquire,^^ and reftrain and coerce 
the fame as vehemently fufpe£led of Herefy, with: 
condign- Punifhment: For to them and each of 
.them,, we beieby give and impart free Power of 
proceeding, inquiring againiV, and of coercing and* 
retraining with condign Punifbments the fame 
TranfgrefTors, and of calling in,, if it fliali be ne- 
ceflary^ the Help of the Secular Arm : And we 
will that printed Copies of thefe Prefents, figned' 
by fome Notary Publick, and confirmed by the 

3 Seal 
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Seal of fome Pcrfon of EccJefiaftical Dignity, fliall 
be of the fame Authority as original Letters would 
be, Jf they were fliewn and exhibited. Let no 
one therefore infringe, or by rafh Attempt con- 
tradiA this Page of our Declaration, Damnation, 
Command, Prohibition, and Interdict : Kut if 
any one ihall prefumc to attempt this, let Jiim 
know that he will incur the Indignation of Al- 
mighty God, and of the bicfled Apoftles Piter and 
Paul. 

Dated from Rome at St, M'arfs the Gr eatery 
in the Year of the Incarnation of .our Loid 1738, 
the 4th of the Calends oi May^ (28th of yJpriL^.^. ) 
in the 8th of our Pontificate. 

A. Card. Vice-Datary. 
C. Amatus, Vice-Secretary, 
Vifa de Curia N. Antonellus. 
The Place f of the Leaden- Seal. 

I. B. Eugen! :?. 

Reglfliftd in the Secretary of the Briefs Office^ ifC" 

Bi the ahorjementkned Day^ Months and Tear^ the 
faid Condemnation was fixed up andpuhlijhed at the 
Gates of the Palace of the Sacred Office of the 
Prince of the Apoftles^ and in other ufual and ac-- 
cujlomed Places of the City^ by me Peter Rbmola- 
tius,. Curfitar of the moji Holy Inquifitlom 

EDICT, 



252 Ihe History^ 

EDICT. 

Jofepli Cardinal Firrao, of the Title of 
St, Thomas in Parione, and of the 
Sacred Roman College Cardinal Prieft. 

WH E R E A S the Holinefs of our Sovc- 
reign Lord Pope Clement XIL happily 
reigning, in his Bull of the 28th of Jpril lafi» 
bci;inning In eminently condemned, under Pain of 
Kxcommur.ication rcfervcd to himfelf, certain 
Companic?, Societies, and Meetings, under the 
Title of Free-MafoNSy moTQ proper to be called 
C 'on vcn tides, which, under the Pretext of Civil 
Society, admit Men of any SeJl and Religion,. 
with a ftridt Tie of Secrecy, confirmed by Oath. 
on the Sacred Bible, as to all that is tcanfa£lcd or 
done in the faid Meetings, and Conventicles: And 
w he icasfuch Societies, Meetings, and Conventicles. 
;irc not only fufpc6ted of occult Hcrefy, but even 
danj!;croijs to publick Peace, and the Safety of the 
Kcclefiaflical State ; fmce if they did not contain 
Mattel s contrary to orthodox Faith, to the State, 
aiul to the Peace of the Commonv\realth, fo many 
:ind iivi6\ Tics of Secrecy vi^ould not be required, 
as it is wifely taken Notice of in the aforefaid 
Bull ; and it being the Will of the Holinefs of 
our fait! Lord, that fuch Societies, Meetings, and 
Canvcnticlcs totalJy ceafc and be diliblvcd, and 
that tlicy who are fiot conflraincd by the Fear of 

Cenfurcs,. 
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Ccnfures, be curbed "at leaft by temporal Punifli- 
ments. 

Therefore it is Wie exprefs Order of his 
Holinefs, by this Edia to prohibit all Perfons, of 
any Sex, State, or Condition focvcr, whether Ec- 
defiaftick. Secular, or Regular, of whatever In- 
ilitute. Degree, or Dignity, though ordinarily or 
extraordinarily privileged, even fuch as require fpc- 
cial and exprefs Mention to be made of them, com- 
prehending the four Legations of Balcgna, Ferrara, 
Ramagna^ Urbim^ and the City and Dulcedom of 
Benevento ; and it is hereby forbidden that any do 
prefume to meet, aflcmble, or affociate in any 
Place under the faid Societies, or AfTemblies of 
Free-Mafons^ or under any other Title or Cloak 
whatfoever, or even be prefent at fuch Meetings 
and Aflemblies, under rain of Death and Confif- 
cation of their EfFedls, to be irrcmiffibly incurred 
without Hopes of Grace, 

It is likewife prohibited, as above, to any Per- 
fon foever to feek or tempt any one to aflbciate with 
any fuch Societies, Meetings, or Affemblies, or to 
advife, aid, or abet to the like Purpofe the faid 
Meetings or Aflemblies, under the Penalties above- 
faid ; and they who (hall furniih or provide a 
Houfe, or any other Place for fuch Meetings or 
Conventicles to be held,, though under Pretext of 
Loan, Hire, or any other Contract foever, are 
hereby condemned, over and above the aforcfaid 
Penalties, to have the Houfe, or Houfes, or other 
Places where fuch Meetings and Conventicles ihali 

be 
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be held» utterly crafed and demoIi{hed ; and it is 
his Holinefs's Will, that to incur the aboycfaid 
Penalty of Demolition, any l\}iman Conjeflures, 
Hints, or Prefumptions, tn^y and fliall fuffice for 
a Prefumption of Knowledge in the Landlords of 
fuch Houfes and Places, without Admiffion of any 
Excufe foever. 

And becaufe it is the exprefs Will of ou^ faid 
Lord, that fuch Meetings, Societies, and Conren- 
tides do ceafe, as pernicious, and fufped of Here« 
fy and Sedition, be utterly diflTolved ; his Holi- 
nefs does hereby ftridly order, that any Perfons, 
as above, who ihall have Notice for the Future of 
the holding of the faid Meetings, Aflemblies, and 
Conventicles, or who ihall be follicited to allbciate 
with the fame, or are in any Manner Accomplices 
or Partakers with them, be obliged, under the Fine 
of a thoufand Crowns in Gold, befides other griev- 
ous corporal Punifhments, the Gallies not to be 
excepted, to be inflided at Pleafure, to denounce 
them to his Eminence, or to the Chief Magiftrate 
of the ordinary Tribunal of the Cities, or other 
Places in which the Offence fhall be committed, 
contrary to this Edid ; with Promife and AfTurance 
to fuch Denouncers or Informers, that they fhall 
be kept inviolably iecret and fafe, and ihall farther 
obtain Grace and Immunity, notwithftandin^any 
Penalty they themfclves may or (hall have in- 
curred. 

And that no one may excufe himftif from the 
Obligation of informing under the borrowed Pre'- 

text 
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text of natural Secret, or the moft facrcd Oath, 
or other ftri&er Tye, by order of his (aid Holinelsy 
Notice is hereby given to all, that fuch Obligation 
of natural Secret, or any Sort of Oath in criminal 
Matters, and already condemned under Pain of 
Excommunication, aa above, neither holds nor 
binds in any Manner, being nul, made void, and 
of no Force, ^c. 

'Tis our Will that the prcfent Edifl, when 
aflbced in the ufual Places in Ronu^ do oblige and 
bind Rmu and its Diftri£l, and from the Term of 
twenty Days after, the whole Ecdefuftical State^ 
comprehending even the Legations and Cities of 
Bohgria^ Ferraraj and BemveniCj in the fame 
Manner as if they had been perfbnally notified ta 
each of them. Given in Rme this 14th Day of 
January^ 1739. 

Jofiph Cardinal Firrod. 

Jerome a Bardiy Secretary. 

Rsme^ In the Printing-Office of the Reverend 
Apoftolick-Chamber. 1 7 39, 

DECREE. 

The zSthDay of Feb. 1739. 

THE Sacred Congregation of the moft Emi- 
nent, and moft Reverend Cardinals of the 
Holy iZ^mtfi See, and Inquifitors-Generab in the 
Chriftian Republick ag^inft heretical Pravity, held 

ia 



256 The History of 

in the Convent of St. Mary Supra Minervam, 
thoroughly weighing that a certain Book, written 
in French^ fmall in its Size ; but moft wicked in 
Regard to its bad Subjed, intitled, The Hiftory ef^ 
and an Apology for the Society of Free^Mafons^ by 
J. G. D. M, F. M. printed at Dublin^ for Patrick 
Odoroko^ 1739) ^^'^ ^'^ publiflied to the great Scan- 
dal of all the Faithful in Chrifiyiu which Book there 
is an Apology for the Society of Free-Mafons, al- 
ready juftly condemned by the Holy See : After a 
mature Examination thereof, a Cenfure, and that 
publiihed by our moft Holy Lord, Pope Clement XIL 
together with the Suffrages of the moft Eminent 
and moft Reverend Lords, the Cardinals, by the 
Command of his Holinefs^ condemns and prohibits, 
by the prefcnt Dtcreej the faid Book, as containing 
Propofitions and ^yicked Principles. 

Wherefore, that fo hurtful and wicked a 
Work may be abolifhed, as much as poflible it can, 
o£ at-leaft that it may not continue without a per- 
petual Note of Infamy, the fame facred Congre- 
gation, by Command as above, has ordered that 
the faid Work fliall be burnt publickly by the 
Minifter of Juftice in the Street of ?tU.Mary Supra- 
Minervam^ on the 25th of the current Month, at 
the fame Time, the Congregation fhall be held in 
the Convent of the fame St. Afary. 

Moreover this fame facred Congregation, by 
the Command of his Holinefs^ pofitively forbids 
and prohibits all the Faithful in Chr-ijl^ that no 
one dare by any Means, and under any Pretenco 

wliatfoever. 
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whatfoever, copy, print, or caufe to be copied or 
printed, or retain or prefume to read the faid Book, 
iit any Language, and Verfion now publiflied, or 
(which God forbid) may be pubh'ihed' hereafter,, 
and now condemned by this Decree, under the 
Pain of Excommunication to be incurred ipfo FaSi9 
by thofi: that fhall ofFend therein \ but that they 
(hali prefcntly and effectually deliver it up to th& 
Ordinaries of fuch Places, or to the Inquifttors of 
heretical Fravity, who (hall burn it, or cauie it tx> 
be burnt, without Delay. 

Twenty-fifth of February ^ 1739. 
Paul Antinus Capelhriusy Notary Fublick of the 
Holy Roman and Univerfal Inquifition; 

The Placet of the Seal. 

Upon thil^th ^February, 1739, the above cited 
Decree was fixed and fubl'tjhed at the Gates' of the 
Church of the Prince of the Ap^files^ at the Palace 
of the Holy Office^ and at the other accujiomary. 
Places within the City, by me Peter Romolatius, 
Officer of the Holy Inquijition. 

At Rome, from the Printing-Office of the Reverend 
Apojiotick Chamber, ^739- 

Notwithstanding thefe abominabfc In- 
fractions upon human Liberty, and being thus 
opprefled in the Ecclefiaftical State, the Fraternity 
found a fafe Refuge from* Time to Time in many 
Parts of Italy, who being better enlightened than 
tboie of Romi^ did not by any Means oppofe the 

rpreading 
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fpreading and propagating an Art, founded on tlie- 
moft exalted Maxims of found Morality, and whicb 
•could not but tend to ihe greateft Advantage of eve- 
ry K ingdom. The malicious Refleflions and In- 
veitivcs, raifed and fpread agarnft the Mafons aU 
over Europe^ and with which they have been with- 
out Mercy befpattercd, and which would fill a 
Volume, muft be pafTed over in Silence, to treat 
of Matters that are of much greater Confequence^ 
and nearer Concern to the Fraternity. At a Time 
whfen they enjoyed Peace and Tranquillity in 
Swttzerlandy to the utmoft of their Wifljcs, all at 
once a Cloud arofe in a certain Quarter, that 
threatned an heavy Storm i nor lefs it was than to 
root out and extirpate the hitherto unfhaken and 
immoveable Foundations of Mafonry, and at once 
to overthrow the fuperb Strudlure that had beea 
ercAing for many Ages. This muft be farther, 
and more at large explained for the Benefit of thofe 
who are not already acquainted with the Fa£b« 
None can be ignorant, that after the Example of 
FrafUi^ and Holland^ the Swifs Cantons received 
the Mafons amongft them, and afforded them 
Treatment equal to their Merit : The Eagernefs 
with which all Ranks of People applied themfelves 
to what might aggrandize that ilbiftrious Body, has 
fcrved as a Pattern for all other Nations in Europe^ 
who value themfelves for their Brightnefs of Under- 
derftanding, or Love for the liberal Arts. What 
faul Deftiny, what fanatical Fury, could tranfport 
the Magiftrates of Btrm to become the Enemies of 

Mafonry i 
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Mafonry ; the Enemies of a Society who had never 
done tfiem wrong, or impeached of one unwortliy 
Deed ? Is it then, that Innocence, capable every 
where of curbing the fterceft and mofl: malignant 
Difpofitions, can make no ImpreiSon upon the 
callous Hearts of thefe y2ir^^ Republicans? No. 
The cruel Prejudices with which they armed them- 
felves, againft the noble Craft, has caufed them to 
publifli an Ordonnance for their Abolition, con- 
taining Aflertions as unjuft as ill founded againjf 
the Society of Free^Mafons^ wbohadjlyly and artfuily 
crept into that Country, On reading this, who could 
reftrain the Fervency and Zeal with which he muft 
be endamed, for the Honour and Glory of thb 
ancient and venerable Society. This it was that 
led the Writer of this little EiTay, to make all 
poffible Efforts for their Defence, by imparting to 
the Publick fome Reflexions by Way of Apology 
for the Mafons, upon their being fo violendy at- 
tacked by the Magiftrates of Berne. But that the 
feveral Articles of this Ordonnance may by the 
Reader be better examined one by one, and by 
which he will be the better enabled to judge the 
Force of the Reafons made ufe of againft It, made 
it neceflary to infert the faid Ordonnance here at 
Lengthy not deviating in the leaft from the Ori- 
ginal. It is fet forth in thefe Words : 

WE the Jdvoyer^ the tittle and great Coun- 
cil of the City and Republick of Berm^ 
make known to all Men by thefe Prcfenta : Having 

kaxtu. 



26o T'he HisfoiCY of 

learnt that a certain Society, called Free-M 
fpreads itfelf every Day more ind more into 
Cities and Towns under odr G6vernrrtent 
that the Perfons Virho have joined the faid Sc 
arc received under various folemii Engager 
and even by Oath : Wherefore having ici 
reflected upon the Confequciiccs thereof, am 
fidcrcd* that fuch Mcctingi and Aflbciati'on 
drrcdly contrary to the furtdamcnfal Law 
Conftitutibns of our Country, and in partici 
tile ProteSion required on our Part to difcc 
nance any Aflemblres under our Govern 
t^ithout our iCnowfedge and ej^prefs Permi 
Moreover it has appeared to U5,' that if anej^ 
Remedy was not immediately takett^ the Confeqti 
that NtgleSl might be dangeroui to the State. 
rhefc Reafons, and through our paternal Aflfc 
as much for the publick Good, as the privat 
vantage of all oar Citiitns and Sutjefls, wc 
found \t abfolutely neceflary to diflblve and t 
Rbolifli the faid" Socitty, which we do by thefi 
/cnts, and henceforth for ever we forbid, i 
and abolifh it in all our Territories and Diftri^ 
ali Perfons that now are, or (hall hereafter 
into our Dominions ; and we do in the firft 
ordain and decree, that all thofe^ our Citizcr 
Subjedls, wIjo are a£fually known to be Free-M 
Jhall be obliged immediately to abjure^ by Oat 
Engagements they have taken in the faid Society, 
the Bailiff or Officer of the Dijlri£f where the 
without Delay. And as to our Citizens and Sul 
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who actually are Frec-Mafons, and not publickly 
known to be fuch, an^ who neverthelefs at prefent 
reliJe in our Dominions, or may hereafter conie 
under our Obedience ; our Sovereign Will and 
Pleafure is, that tfaofe who fliaU be found in our 
Domuiions» ihall betoujid to -renounce their Obli- 
gation in the Space of one Month from the Date 
hereof ; and thofe who are abfent n^uft fubmit to 
the fame Terms, to be reckoned from the Day of 
their Return ; not only to accufe themfelves, but 
to abjure and renounce their Engagements ; thofe 
who prefcnt themfelves in our capital City to the 
reigning Advoyer ; and in other Cities, or in the 
Country, to the Bailiff of the Place ; and froin 
them they Ihall receive Aflurances of Safety to 
their Peifons, if they abjure and renounce their Obli^ 
gations without delay^ in the fame Porm as all 
other Mafons are obliged to do. 

Upon Failure in any Part hereof, they fliall aU 
undergo the Puntfhment hereafter declared. But 
io the End that no Perfon Jhall dare for the Time to 
come to entice^ tempt^ foHicity orbefo enticed^ tempted^ 
or fiUicited to engage him^ or tJ?emfelves^ into this fame 
Society of Free- Mafons^ we have tlyought fit to or^ 
dain and decree as follows : 

That aH thofe Mafons who fliall hold their 
Afl^mblies in our -Dominions, or wiio ihall entice, 
,t.4.*mi)t, or foUicit others info their Affociations, as 
well as all our Citizens and Subje£ls. in our Domi- 
nions, and clfewhcre, as »Ub thoie who have beea 
iv-t at I/iberty, jU*all lor ciie futnre frequent fuch 

Allembliesy 
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Aflcmblies, they (hall all and every of them be 
jefied to the Fine of 100 Crowns without Re 
fion : and likewife be deprived of whatever P 
Truftt Benefit! or Employment he fhall now I 
and if they have no prefent Employment or Q 
ihall be rendered incapable of holding any 
for the Time to come. 

And touching the Place or I^ge, where 
' Kind of Aflemblies are held for the future, 
Ferfon or Perfons, who ihall let or fnrniih t 
with a Houfe, Room or Place for the holdii 
fuch Lodge, (hall he fubjeded to the lame Fi: 
100 Crowns; one Third of which to tlx 
formrt-, one Third to the Bailifoi the Place, 
one Third to the Hofpitals, or Fund of the I 
where fuch AlTembly Ihall he jield. Let it .be 
uhderftood that all Offenders who ihall leave 
Dominions, in order to (atisfy the Payment of 
(aid Fine, fliall be banifhed from our Domin 
for ever, or till they ihall have paid the faid Fi 
and Ihall not return again till they have pai 
upon Pain of Death. We moreover refcrvi 
Pleafure, to puniih with more or lefs Rigor, 
cording to the Cafe of the Perfon fo xcnde 
liimfelf up to our fover^ign Pleafure, or thofe 1; 
notwithibmding their Abjuration, ihall have a 
entered into the Society, or frequent any of t 
AITemblies. 

We do iinally ordain and command, tha 
our Bailiffs and Minijfters ofjujliciy do caufc t 
Prefents to be publiihed in all Churches, and t 

I 
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fixed up in the accuftomcd Places^ and fee that 
thefe our Commands are &nQ\y and faithfully 
executed. 

Giy£N in our Great Council the 3d of Marcb^ 
1745. 

It is not intended to aflert that Princes have not 
the Right to forbid their Subje6b from entering 
into any Society or Community, but really to (hew 
the Contrary 'by unexceptionable Arguments. All 
-Sovereigns have the Authority to determine the 
Anions of their Subje£ts, provided they are by a 
Neceffity, as well natural as moral, or by the fun- 
damental Laws of the Place, capable of an obvi- 
.ous Determination. The Exercife of Mafonry, 
then, comes not under the Number of thofe deter^- 
.minable A£lions, which by NeceiBty or funda- 
mental Laws, are exempted from the fovereign 
Authority. Princes may a£l as they think St, with 
RefpcS to the Exercife of Mafonry i yet let it be 
well noticed, that what is here affected willoftener 
accord with the abfolute Power of a Sovereign, than 
with the common and natural Rights of Mankind 
and ftria Juftice, which are frequently of a direft 
contrary Tendency. The Ordonnance of the 
Ca^nton of Birfie, is not to be attacked on the Side 
of fovereign Power, but in the unjuft Motives, 
Suppofitions and ground!crc Imputations, that oc- 
cafioned the over-hafty Magiftrates, to accomplifh 
the Extirpation of the Fraternity. This Event 
ibas however anfwercd one falutary End, of clear- 
ing 
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ing up the Integrity of the Mafons, and Tel 
.(heir Innocence .and Siifferings, their noble 
-unexceptionable Demeanour, and other their 
mirable Deeds in a proper Point of View : W 
{hining Merits it (hould have been thought n 
haveproduced thehigheftpraife, inftead of un wo 
and unjuftiiiabie Reproach. The Ordonnana 
forth that if an effeSlual Rimedy was not immidi 
tai^rtf ihi Confequence of that Negk£i might he < 
gerous to the State. Is it poffible that the cl 
fighted Republicans of Berne could difcoicer i 
grofs Ignorance, and afford their Countenance 
Attention to the inean and bafe Surmifes e 
where induftrioi^y propagated and ferved u] 
the high^ Powers againft the Mafons ? "^ 
dangerous Confequence could enfue, if they i 
not afi:aid of the Fraternity's ftirring up Scdj 
and Rebellion againft the Government ? The { 
pofition is worthy the Suppofers. The Abolifl 
of fupreme Power, let it be exercifed by whor 
ever it will ; by Kings, or by particular Pcrf 
Lords or Magiftrates inve;fied with fovereign Poi 
could tend tp no other End than fubverting 
Order ijd Civil Society, create Confufion, and 
yolve the Country, in Deftruaion. The State 
Government, fay the Enemies of Mafonry, oi 
to exaiPiQe narrowly into, and abolifh the Fra 
nity, becaufe it fpveads.all over the World, an< 
]VUmbers are united. by Obligations, fo much 
more ftrqng and durable, as they are thelefs cxp> 
to open Day ^nd vulgar Eyes, a Word can call tl 

toge 
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together, wound one and you maim the whole 
Body, one common Intercft unites them all as 
Brethren ; their Myfteries muft then cover fome 
Scheme for a Revolution, which muft be prevent- 
ed : As they profefs an indifcriminate Obedience ta 
their Grand-Mafter, and his OfEcen, all the World 
is threatned with being reduced to Slavery and 
Bondage by them, if they sre not immediately ex- 
tirpated witliout Diftinftion. Every one will 
readily perceive the Folly and Impertinence of 
thefe frivolous and pitiful Suggcftions ; as it requires 
but a fmall P irtion of common Senfe to difcern 
both its Malice and Ignorance. 

If the Condu£t of the Fraternity be esuunined, 
in every Place where they have yet been eftablifhed, 
it is utterly impoilible to fuppofe Mafonry fo per« 
nicious or fo defiru£live in its Defigns and Ten* 
dency ; and to have nothing in View but the Sub- 
verfion of the civil Power, which they arc ready 
to own comes dircSly from Almighty God. How 
can it be thought credible that they fhould admit 
not only Magi ftrates, but Noblemen, great Princes, 
and even crowned Heads to the Myfteries of an 
Order, the End of which was only to fubvert and 
deftroy their Power ? Can fuch a Thought as this 
enter into the Mind of a Man endowed with one 
Grain of common Senfe i It is not to be found in 
the earlieft Hiftories, from the firftEftabliflimentof 
Mafonry to this Day, that they ever bore a Part in 
the Intrigues and Troubles that have been the Fore- 
runners of moft cruel Revolutions in many King- 
N doms 



266 ^he History of 

doms and States of the World, Even in Engl 
a Kingdom of all others the moft fubj^rdt to t 
Convulfions, the Fraternity always appeared * 
the greateft Luftre and Glory j yet fuch was 
Decorum they obferved there, that none can 
cern the lead Shadow or Pretence (hat might c 
them to be fufpefled of what is called in thai 
nowned Ifland party Fa£ihn j a 7'hing din 
contrary to the Prefervation and Continuant 
that facred Tye which unites them all, upon i 
becoming Brethren : From the fame Motives 
that they are enjoined in all their Affcmblies, o 
Account to fpeak of political Affairs, not only 
no Umbrage may be given to the civil Powers, 
that no DiiTenfions of that Kind may arife ir 
Lodges, which has fown the Seeds of Difcord 
Hatred among the moft intimate Friends : Ag 
this the Oath they take is fo facred, that it is 
as the moft heinous Crime to violate it. Whc 
fufpe£t the Mafons of engaging in Plots, m 
xarely have ended, but by bringing the 
fiourilhing Kingdoms to the Brink of Deftrufi 
Surely neither the Religion qor Policy of a Sta 
Kingdom had fo often been fliaken, or fuch S( 
Blood been fpilr, if thofe who governed had 
Mafons, or at leaft had put in Pradice what 
account as a Crime. Far from degrading the 
thprity of Sovereigns, the Mafons always have I 
and ever will be, faithful, (leady, and zealous 
fenders of it. 
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From what has been faid, it muft appear plain- 
ly, to all that will throw afide Partiality, and 
imaginary Prejudices, that the grave Magiftratesof 
Berne^ have been the moft miftaken of any People 
in the World," in the Prctenfions of their Ordon- 
nance, to think that any dangerous Confequences 
could acrew to them from the Aflemblies of the 
Mafons ; a Society who has no other Intentions than 
to promote Peace, Love, Union and Harmony a- 
mong all Men ; and who might have flattered them- 
fclves not only with being cordially received, but 
protcded in every State, as they propagated no- 
thing but what would make every one happy, who 
are willing to be fo. Another Article of the 
Ordonnancc runs' thus : All thofe who are aSfually 
known for Free-Mafonsj Jhall be obliged to abjure by 
Oath the Engagements they have taken in the faid 
Society. This Matter muft be clofely examined, 
to fee if the Gentlemen of Berne had a Right to 
pa{h their ill Will to this great Extremity, and to 
oblige their Subjefts to take this unheard-of Step, 
and accufe themfclves, which will appear the more 
violent from the Confiderations that follow. 

The Reception or Initiation of a new Brother, 
•is by an cxprefs Agreement, made between the 
Matter of the Lodge, and the Perfon who requefts 
to be admitted : By this Agreement or Compaa, 
not only the Lodge of which he is Matter, but 
alfo the whole Order of Free-Mafons, acquire a 
well grounded Right, which obliges this new made 
Brother to an exafik and faithful Obfervancc of the 
N 2 Law5 
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Laws of the Fraternity, and to fct his Hand there- 
to i and alfo not to commit any Adion that may 
ever (o remotely tend to the Difcredit or Difgrace 
of the Fraternity in general. This no Prince or 
Magiftrate would ever have known, ^nd in coutfe 
could not have deprived (hem of 3 but that theEx- 
crcife of Mafonry not being before inderdided, 
enjoying not only in Btntey but in other Parts of 
Switzerland, perfect Liberty and Freedom, ren- 
dered it of no moment to make publick. The 
Subjefls in becoming Mafons have not done any 
Thing contrary to the Laws of the Country under 
whom they live, and of courfe, cannot, with the 
Jcaft Appearance of Juflice, be taxed or punifhed 
at all, not having committed any Crime. But to 
force a Mafon to abjure by Oath the folemn and 
liarmlefs Engagements he has entered into by his 
own free Choice, and without Solicitation, would 
be the moft ihameful Breach of human Liberty, 
the fevereft Infli£lion, and greateft Difgrace th9t 
ever befel a Mafon. No, Death icfelf would be 
more welcome to him, than to be neceffitated to 
commit fo bafe and foul an Action : And furely it 
may be inferred, that the Magiflrates of Beme^ can 
never be fo cruel as to attempt putting this infernal 
Article into Execution, it not being more con- 
tradictory to natural Juftice, than to the facred Ob- 
ferv^ance and only Tye among Men, an Oath. 

It may be deemed fuperfluous to fay, that, a 
voluntary Renounciatim is the mod ridiculous Thing 
th^t could be rctju'irtd ol ?iMa&xv» \x.>a\iaM«- 
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thelefs fet forth, that they are not only to accufe 
themfelves, but in Confequence Of that Accufal or 
Renounciation, they muft abjure their Engagement 3 
without Delay. A voluntary Renounciation is ac- 
knowledging they have done wrong, or that they 
have offended again ft fome Laws of the Country. 
Therefore in order to induce the Mafonsto confefs 
that they are in the wrong, the Canton o^ Berne 
muft prove the Reftitude of their Proceedings from 
Laws of more ancient Date, than their faid gracious 
Ordonnance; which they never will be able to do. 

But to the End that no Perfon Jhould dare to enter 
into the Society ofFree-Mafons^ we ordain^ &c. 

That is to fay, the Magiftrates of Berne^ 
having been fo grievoufly mifinformed of the real 
End and Defigns of the Fraternity, not ,to know 
what wasmoft for their Welfare ; bccaufe by their 
Ordonnance they have deftroyed the Endeavours 
which only tended to make their Subje£ts happy : 
Jealoufy and Envy have taken abfolute PoiTeffiou 
of the Hearts of thefe RepubHcans, and carry with 
them a moft cruel Charaderiftick, becaufe they 
facrificed an Advantage worthy of being envied, 
and which many other Provinces received with 
open Arms. They have ftrove hard that the hap- 
py EfFefts attending their Subjefls fhould be en- 
joyed by Strangers. Inftead of repining at their 
Conduft, the Fraternity without Regret, left 
this favage and fcabby Country, the frightful 
Mountains, and dreadful Precipices, to procure to 
themfelves a more dc\\ghii\x\ ^tv^ ^^SaxiX^^vi^e^SL^ 
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where they may enjoy the Delights of Mafonry, 
true Peace, and the good Things of this Life, 
without Difcontent or Perfecution. 

It is grievous to be obh'ged to make thefc gentle 
and condefcending Reflexions : But they are our 
Enemies, have put the Sword into our Hands, and 
the Law of Nature direfls every Man to defend 
himfelf, ivhen he is unjuftly attacked. The Li- 
berty we profcis and avow makes us look upon the 
Aflaults x)f thefe Mifcreants with Contempt ; all 
the Revenge we feek, for the injurious Refle6tion$ 
tl.ey caft upon us, is to demean ourfelves every 
where, fo as to gain the Efteem of all who chufe 
to be guided by found Reafon. There really is 
very little in the pompous Ordoiinance worthy of 
Notice, but what vanifhes in Smoak ; unlefs the 
iwaggering Title feem to tell you the contrary. 
Should it not feem to be a Work of more than ordi- 
nary Wifdom againft the Mafons, fince the Magi- 
il rates of Berne were fo good as to let the World 
know they had condemned what they never either' 
faw or knew 5 that is to fay, a true Defcription of 
Mafonry, and a Pifture of a real Mafon ? They 
muft then be indulged : It is to be hoped they will 
not be offended at having the Portrait of a Ma- 
fon drawn for them, to convince them, if pof- 
fible, of the Error into which they have unfor- 
tunately plunged themfclves. But having in the 
Beginning of thefe Refieaions given a diftant 
View of Mafonry, we iball here trace out its 
Effcas upon the Conduft of human Life. It al- 
ways 
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ways afFords inward Peace, but a Peace not in the 
lead tending to a carelefs Inaftivity ; it is produc- 
tive of the beft Aftions, preferving fach an Even- 
nefs and Tranquillity, under all difcouraging 
Events, as Places them far above the little trifling;^ 
Incidents that afFe£l the human Race in their Pur- 
fuits after Happinefs. They know that Bitternefs 
and Remorfe of Confcience, ever attend the doing 
Wrong, and arc the greateft Reproach to the Pro- 
bi^ they have ever maintained, and therefore en*» 
deavour to enlarge the good ConduS they fb rigidly 
impofe, to avoid Reproach from their Enemies, 
and to (hew that the Pradice of real Goodnefs is , 
the only Thing that can make a good and true Ma* 
fon. They arc taught to hope moderately, to fuf- 
fer patiently, to take Pleafure in what they en* 
joy, to hope for little, and that little to be needful. 
Their Duty is their good Will to Mankind : And 
they live not fo much fdt themfelves as for others, 
their efchewing Evil and doing Good exalts their 
Undcrftandings, renders Pleafure more pleafureable, 
and makes them more happy in Happinefs, and 
lefs miferable in Trouble. In a Word, if truly 
noble Inftitutions, backed with all the Force and 
Strength of Reafon, and refined Tafte, if that 
which is folidly happy, and truly virtuous, defervcs 
any Praife, they have a juft Claim to it, in Spite 
of the dirty Efforts of thofc mean and wicked 
Perfons, the Fautors of Falfchood, who are eter- 
nally exclaiming againft the Vices, the Paffions 
and Imperfedions of Men, and are the iirft to 
N 4 commit 
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commit what they condemn, though undc 
Covering of puritanical Sandlity. 

Masonry is the Daughter of Heaven: 
happy are tbofe who embrace her ! By it, 1 
is pafled over^without Agitation, the middle 
without Anxiety, and old Age without Rei 
Mafonry teaches the Way to Content, a 1 
almoft unknown to the greateft Part of Man 
In ihojrt, its ultimate Refort is to enjoy in Se 
the Things that are, to reje<Sb all Medlers in 
Afiairs or Religion, or of a trifling Nature, t 
brace thofe of real Moment, and worthy 
dency, with Fervency and Zeal unfeigned, 2 
of being unchangeable, asending in Happinefs. 
are Rich without Riches, intrinfickly pofleffi 
defirable Good ; and in fhort have the lefi tc 
for, by the Enjoyment of what they have, 
berty, Peace and Tranquillity are the only O 
worth their Efforts, Trouble, and Dilij 
Undifcerning Mortals think to procure the 
heaping up Riches; and Riches are the onlj 
fhicles againft, what they with fo much Dili 
and Indufiry defire to attain. What is more 
mon than to fee Men argue lefs reafonably, 
they pretend to have moft Reafon ? Is it reafc 
to be exclaiming at all Times, and in all Plac 
gainft the Ficklenefs and Inflability of Foi 
making idle and impertinent Refiediions or 
Events, and either give themfelves up to com 
Murmuring for the prefent, or to the moft fi 
ful Apprefaenfions for iba T\rft& xa co^mO 
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reafonable Man, it may be faid the goodMafon, is 
contented in his Situation, finds his Temper fweet- 
ned, and his Manners refined, happy in the Time 
prefent, and thinks of the Time to come without 
any Dread of it j he knows fo well how to enjoy 
ity as not to be led away with empty and vague 
Purfuits : Inftead of troubling the Publick with his 
Thoughts and Reflcftions, he only ftudies to ac- 
complifh the dcfirable End of publick Utility, by 
privately inculcating every neceflary Duty. He 
chufes a Way of Life fuited to his Fortune, makes 
Choice of Friends conformable to his own Charac- 
ter .5 and by afting thus, he gives no mean Proof of 
his Wifdom and Tafte of true Virtue, fo much 
talked of, and fo (eldom found among thofe meaa 
and gloomy Souls, who think that the greateft 
Piety confids in making Scruples of all Kinds, in 
having the holy Lear and hypocritical Cant of a 
ftrait-laced Chriftian, who not having Difcern- 
ment enough to fee any Thing as it fbould be, 
would reprefent Almighty God, like themfelves, 
for . ever with the Brand of Deftruflion in his 
Hand. 

The Mafonsdeteft this infernal Spirit, wifliing 
nothing but Peace and Union to all Mankind, 
which together, with the Reditude of their Lives,, 
enables them to hope for all the Peace and Reft 
that is to come. Strift among themfelves, not 
judging the Faults of others, regular and attentive 
to ail neceflary Duties, modeft in Profperity, caUa 
in Adveiity, always^ as reaA^ Vft \i^ vaxk'^x..'^ xa 
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teach another, equally incapable of all Bafenefe, 
ill-grounded Complaints, and above all Things, of 
offending aBrother, fpeaking well of him, bothpub- 
lickly and privately, and doing all Things according 
to the ftrideft Juftice. Such is the true Mafon ! fuch 
Mafonry, it may he hoped not only in Switztr- 
laniy but every where upon the Face of the 
Earth, where that noble Society is entertained ! 
O glorious Architedure ! which never fails amply 
to recompence all who attach themfelves to thee. 
O delightful Society ! no greater Liberty can be on. 
Earth than in thee, nor truer Peace and Content 
than under thy Banners. 

One of the nbbleft Qualifications belonging to 
Mafons, and the innocent Ciufe of all the Perfe- 
cutions and Reproaches they have fufiered, is Se- 
crecy. Certain it is, tliat in conducing all 
worldly Affairs, Secrecy is not only efTential, but 
abfolutely neceflary : The Italian Proverb fay^, 
If you would live well and enjoy Peace ^ you muji hi 
deaf and dumb. The chief Aim and Principles 
of the famous Philofopher Pythagoras was to bridle 
the Tongue. We read that Demojlhenes^ who was 
an Orator and Philofopher of exemplary Life 'and 
great Authority, among his many good Qua- 
lities, was guilty of talking too much, which 
obliged the Athenians one Day aflembled in Coun- 
cil, to affign him a Penfion, not for him to teach 
Philofophy, but to make him hold his Tongue, in 
or^&c that his Chattering might not do moreMif- 
ch'itiy and Create more M\£uvv4«t&^u^\Ti^^^ti>^ 
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Citizens of Jthem could ever reSify. Princes, 
States and Republicks ought then to efteem it a 
Blefiing to have their Subjefts complcat Maftcrs 
over that unruly Member the Tongue, In the 
Affairs of Council, Silence is of the utmoft loi*- 
portance. It were to be wilhcd that all Minifler* 
of State would praftife this excellent Virtue : I 
wifli that they w^rc Mafons, That RoyalArt, 
not only faithfully teaches how to conceal what is 
properly called a Secret, but alfo to be fo difcrect iit 
ail Words and Anions, that none fliall thiiik it to 
be fo ; or they cannot in order thereto walk 
worthily by the Square and Conipafs. 

Most of the fovereign Princes of Europe^ and 
cfpecially thofe of England and Germany^ have 
admitted the Fraternity under their Protcdion, and 
do not refufe them what in Juftice they deferve» 
Encouragement and Countenance to all who pro- 
fefs it in their Kingdoms; feveral of them have 
not difdained to become of the Fraternity, and 
labour jointly with their Subjefis in erecting the 
Edifice which was fo happily begun. This fhcws 
itfelf from the prodigious Number of Lodges- 
fpread all over the World. Not to be confined to 
thofe of England and France^ which are almoft 
numberlefs, it will be fufiicient here to mentioi* 
the furprizing Progrcfs that Mafonry has made xtt 
Germany, The Germans being naturally teachable^ 
and ftrongly addided to perfedt themfelves in ail 
Arts and Sciences, it is no Wonder then that the 
Fraternity have met wuh fo tn^xi^ i^-iSsssas* K^^^* 
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cates amongft them. At Berlin Mafonry is ad- j 
vanccd to the highcft Pitch of Splendor and Gloiy, 
fupported by the generous ProtcSion, and all necef- .1 
iary Aid, from his Majesty the King of i 
PRUS S IJ. The Mafons aflemble there four 
Times every Month, and work the Lodge alter- 
nately in French and German. The grand Enter- 
tainment which the Mafons gave at Berlin in the 
Year 1743 is a Proof to all Europe of the great 
R^rd paid to that venerable Body, by the Nobi- 
lity, Gentry, and all Ranks and Degrees of Per- 
sons. T he Cities of Hamburgh^ Leipfic^ Drefden^ 
Brejlau^ Halle and Vienna have proved fafe Afy- 
lums for the illuftrious Brotherhood, and in Spite 
of what happened in the latter, the Order is Aill 
fupported under the aufpicious Government of his 
Imperial Majesty. 

His Serene Highnefs the Margrave of Brandcn- 
burgh Bareithy himfelf in the Year 1741 cfta- 
Mifted a Lodge in the Place of hisRefidencej and 
the Inauguration was Celebrated wiili amazing 
Pomp and Magnificence. At Ftankfort on the 
Alaine^ is the great Lodge of the Union, cim- 
pofed of the moft noble Perfonagcs ; and at this 
Time there is one of equal Dignity eftabliflicd at 
Marburghy in Hejfe CoJfeL The Fraternity had a 
Lodge conftituted at Brujfels in 1743, and cajled 
it the Equity : They cauled a Medal to be ftruck, 
which reprefcnted on one Side a Heap of rough 
Stones, with this Infcription, £qua Legefortltur In- 
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covered with the Skin of a Wolf, full of Eyes and 
Ears, and out of a Cornucopia^ which he heV in 
one Hand, he poured out Squares, and other In- 
ftruments of Mafonry. He lays the other Hand 
u(K>n his Mouth, with thefe Words Favete Unguis ; 
and aUttle lower, Mquitas^ Concordia i Fir tus 9 whick 
Sire the three great Pillars of the Fraternity. 

Lbt any one judge, after fuch ample Proof, 
whether the Condu£t of the Magiftrates of Bgrne 
can hejuftified; and whether there is theleaft Ap* 
pearance of Truth in their Suggedions of danger' 
§us Confiquences to the State ; or whether they had 
any Authority to force the Mafons to abjure their 
Engagements : On the contrary it befpeaks the great- 
eft Abfurdity to force them to renounce the Society. 
Every Man who judges impartially, or without be- 
ing prejudiced againft the Mafons, will, without 
Doubt, acknowledge the natural Piflure of aPrince, 
whoonallOccafions has atHcart theHappinefsof his 
Sabje£ts,,and who has been fo far from banifhingthe 
Mafons his Dominions, that he finds himfelf bound 
in Confcience to gain their Love, and proteft them 
in all Things that depend on him. 

As much has been faid of the Injuftice done the 
Free-Mafons, it cannot be much out of the Way 
to mention the Proceedings of the furious and hor- 
rible Inquifuion in Spain^ Portugal^ and 7/tfi^', which 
in dircft Oppofition to Reafon, Juftice, and Hu- 
manity, endeavour to extort from Malbns the Se- 
crets of their Art, by the moft cruel Torments, 
and finally by Fire and Faggot. O what Inhu- 
manity ! 
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manity ! Dare they In a chriftian Country attack 
the Innocent in fuch a Manner as Barbarians would 
- look upon with Horror ! Falfe Devotees accuftom 
themfelves to infufe into the Minds of the credu- 
lous Multitude a baneful Poifon againft every 
Thing that they imagine may afie^ their Reveries, 
and particularly againft the moral Virtues, which 
they only know by Theory : From them the Fra- 
ternity may expeA the moft dreadful Confequences. 
Still full of that blijid Zeal, which flirred up the 
frantick Pagans to perfecute the primitive Cbrifti- 
ans, they think that Mafons muft be the like Vic- 
tims to their Vengeance. It is from hence that 
Rome, that tender Mother, who has often ufed 
Barbarities to her beft Children, came to extend 
her Favours to the Mafons, who neither love 
nor fear her Threats. She falfely perfuades her- 
felf that in the Lodges of the Mafons, they no* 
only a£l contrary to good Manners, but com- 
mit the moft enormous Crimes ; form Plots a« 
gainft the Holy Church ; and in fhort, that the 
Lodge is the head Quarters of Saian^ and the 
Theatre of Atheifm. The Populace credit thcfe 
well-grounded Motives, and look no farther, 
though it be trumpeted Abroad by the moft infernal 
Calumniator. In the mean Time the Mafon quiet- 
ly enjoys the Religion in which he was born i 
is obliged to be faithful, juft and true to his 
Country; and the Engagements he enters intodoei 
not by any Means difpence with the Obligations 
that he owes to God and his Sovereign : But this 

Declarar 
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Declaration will not appeafe our Enemies, they 
require fomething more than being innocent of all 
•the Charges alledged againft them. 

The Secrets of the Fraternity then, being nei- 
ther contrary to Religion, nor the Duty of Sub- 
je£b to their Prince, nor in Truth to any Law 
divine or human ; it muft then neceflarily follow, 
that the wicked Suggeftions of thofe Incendiaries, 
who, under the Similitude of a Mafon, reprefcnt the 
moft horrid Mopiler that ever exifted in human 
Shape, are void of all Truth. In feeking for the Se- 
crets of the Fr«ernity thefe Men will for ever feek in 
vain : They who are curious to know them, and 
have all the neceflary Qualifications for it^ with a 
general good Chara£ler, and being well recom- 
mended, have only to become Mafons to know 
all in a proper Length of Time 5 they may depend 
upon it, they will not be refufed. They who 
have endeavoured to compel the Mafons by Force 
to reveal the Secrets of their Art, at firft Sight, to 
the Profane, would have them adxontrary to the 
eflential Nature of a Secret, becaufe when a Secret 
is made known it is no longer fuch. The Inquifi- 
tion, that horrible Tribunal that has too often made 
the Innocent tremble, have found all their Gallies, 
Engines and Tortures to be without EfFedl 5 they 
never will meet with a Mafon bafe enough to be« 
tray his Truft, and to buy his Liberty, and even 
Life, at the Expence of Honour and Remorfe of 
Confcience. No Man ever, fuppofe him as wicked 
as you will) 'has revealed the Secrets of Mafonry, or 

ever 
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ever will reveal thepi. They do not fear being 
confuted in this Point. Every Thing publifted 
with Regard to the Secrets of Mafonry are meie 
Chimeras and ridiculous Fancies. The publick feek 
after Words and Signs. Thefe ingenious Gentle- 
men gratify that itching Curiofity by patching up 
fome^quaint Conceits, which may be true for what 
they know to the Contrary, the better to impofe on 
miftaken Credulity; and moreover to anfwer a 
much more neceffary End of putting the long 
wanted Penny into their Pockets. All the Strata- 
gems made ufe of to entrap the unwary Mafon, if 
any fuch there be, will for ever be fruitleft, becaufe 
it is as impoflible to accomplifh it, as to pufh the 
Moon out of its Sphere. 

But what is really wonderful, and what will 
render the Giory of the Fraternity immortal, is, 
that all thefe pretended Revealers themfelves, do 
them the Juflice to give \ tolerable clear Idea of 
their Manners, their Duty to Princes, and their Re- 
motenefs to every Thing that might create Difcord 
among Mankind : Tho' all this had been owned 
and publiihed by the Mafons ; yet the Revealers 
found the Way of making it be believed. Tho* 
Innocence is a bi.u T:.ot, it never fails. of pro- 
ducii.g fweet and vjciiclcus Fruit. The Wrongs 
which it endures tends to its Glory in the Endj the 
Troubles which it undergoes end in Joy j the L#oad 
of Injuftice produces Praife, and every Means 
made ufe of for its Deftru<Stion, renders ihe Over- 
coming of all the more triumphantly Supported 

■ by 
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by Patience and Hope, and divine Juftice to plead 
its Caufe, all the Malice, and all the Efforts of 
wicked and defigning Men, but tend to ratfe it fo 
much the higher in Glory. As the Application is 
eafy, the candid and unprejudiced Reader is left to 
his Refledions thereon. 

Th ere remains no more to be faid, but as a 
good Mafon to offer 

A PRAYER. 

THAT the great ArchitCiSl of the Univerfe, 
the All-knowing, Almighty and Eternal 
God, who hath made us Mafons, would through 
his Grace and Mercy to Mankind, pardon and 
forgive our Enemies, and bring them to a Senfe of 
their Errors, and take from them thofe fatal Pre- 
judices with which they bar their Breafts againft 
the Force of Truth, and fortify themfelves in 
Darknefs, Ignorance and Falfehood, to the End 
that the Woi*kers in the great Work, in whatfo- 
evcr Part of the Earth thty may be fcattered, may 
not only magnify thy great and glorious Name, O 
Jehovah, but may be favcd from all Troubles and 
Perfecutions; that the glorious Strudure may arrive 
at the Height of heavenly Perfeftion. 
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held near Temple-Bar^ Decemhir li, 1735. 

By one of theGRANDOFPiCBRs. 

Tranflated into French and German^ and annexed I 
the foregoing A p o i o c t. 

TH E chief Pleafures of Society, viz, got 
Converfation, and the confequent Improvi 
mcnts, are rightly prefumed. Brethren, to be tl 
principal Motive of our firft entering into, an 
then of propagating our Craft, wherein thofe Ac 
vantages, I am bold to fay, may be better 011 
with, than in any Society now in being; provide 
we are not wanting to ourfelves, and will butcoi 
fider, that the Bafis of our Order is indifTolub 

Fricndlhij 
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Fricndlhip, and the Cement of it Unanimity and 
Brotherly Love, 

Th A T thefe may always fubfift in this Society, 
is the fincere Defire of. every worthy Brother ; 
and, that they may do fo in full Pecfcftion here, 
give me Leave to lay before you a few Obfervati- 
ons, whereiQ are pointed out thofe Things, which 
are the moft likely to difcompofe the Harmony of 
Converfation, efpecially when it turns upon con- 
troverted Points. It is. Brethren, a very delicate 
Thing to intereft one's felf in a Difpute, and yet 
preferve the Decorum due to the Occafion. To 
affiit us a little in this Matter, is the Subje£^ of 
what I have at prefent to offer to your Confidera* 
tion ; and, I doubt not, but the bare Mention of 
what may be difagreeable in any Kind of Debate, 
will be heedfuUy avoided by a Body of Gentle- 
men, united by the Bonds of Brotherhood, and 
under the ftrideft Tyes of mutual Love and For- 
bearance. 

By the outward Demeanor it is, that the inward 
Civility of the Mind is generally exprefled i the 
Mianner and Circumftance of which, being much 
governed and influenced by the Fafhion and Ufage 
jf the Place where we live, muft, in the Rule and 
Pradlicc of it, be learned by Obfervation, and the 
Carriage of thqfe who are allowed to be Polite and 
Well-bred. But the more eflential Part of Ci- 
ifility lies deeper than the Outfide, and is that 
^neral Cxood-will, that decent Regard, and per- 
gonal Kdeem for every Man, which makes us cau- 
tious 
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tions of {hewing in our Carriage toward him an 
Contempt, Difrcfpea or Negleft. 'T'is a Difpc 
fition that makes us ready on all Occafions to t> 
preis, according to the ufual Way and P'afhioD ( 
Addreft, a RefpeS, a Value and Efteem for hin 
fuitable to his Rank, Quality and Condition i 
Life. It is, in a Word, a Difpofition of tl 
Mind, vifible in the Carriage, whereby a Ma 
endeavours to fhun making another uneafy in b 
Company. 

For the better avoiding of which, in thefeoi 
Conventions, fufFer me. Brethren, to point out 
you four Things, dire^Hy contrary to this the mc 
proper and moft acceptable Conveyance of t] 
Social Virtues, from fome one of which, Incivili 
will generally be found to have its Rife, and 
Confequence that Difcord and Want of Harmoi 
in Converfation, too frequently to be obferved. 

The firft of thefe is a NATURA 
ROUGHNESS, which makes a Man ui 
complaifant to others ; fo that he retains no D 
ference, nof has any Regard to the Inclinatior 
Temper or Condition of thofe he converfes wit 
'Tis the certain Mark of a Clown, not to mil 
what either pleafes or offends thofe he is engag 
with. And yet one may fometimes meet with 
Man in clean and fafliionable Clothes, giving i 
abfolute, unbounded Swing to his own Humo 
herein, and fulfering it to joftle or overbear c?e 
Thing that ftands in its Way, with a perfeft I 
di&rcnce how Peo^k Vvw^ I^^Sa^w \a \aJ«A 
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This is a Brutality every one fees and abhors. It 
is what no one can approve or be eafy with, and 
therefore it finds no Place with thofe who have any 
Tinfhire of Good-breeding ; the End and Defigfi 
of which is, to fupple our natural Stifnefs, and to 
fofcen Mens Tempers, that they may bend and - 
accommodate themfelves to thofe, with whom 
they have to do. 

CONTEMPT is the fecond Thing incon- 
fiftcnt with Good-breeding, and is intirely averie 
to it. And if this Want of Refpe£t be difcpvered, 
either in a Man's Looks, Words, or Gefture, come 
it from whom it Mfill) it always brings Uneafinefs 
and Pain along with it : For no Body can con- 
tentedly bear to be flighted. 

A THIRD Thing of the like Nature is 
CENSORIOUSNESS, or a Difpcfition tq 
find Fault with others. Men, whatever they are 
guilty of, would not chufe to have their Blemifhes 
difplayed and fet in open View. Failings always 
carry fome Degree of Shame with them ; and the 
Difcovery, or even Imputation of any Defied, is 
not born by them without Uneafinefi. 

RALLERY muft be confefled to be the 
mod refined Way of expofing the Faults of others i 
and, becaufe.*tis commonly done with fome Wit, 
in good [language, and entertains the Company, 
People are apt to be led intoa Miftake, that where 
it keeps within fair Bounds, there is no Incivility 
m i^. The Pleafantiy of this Sort of Converiation 
introduces it often therefore atuong Peoj^le of the 
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better Sort; and fuch Talkers, itmuft be owned, are 
well heard, and generally applauded by the Laughter 
of the Standers-by : But it ought at the fame Time 
CO be confidered, that the Entertainment of the 
Company isat theCoft of the Perfon, who is painted 
in burlefque CharaAers, who therefore cannot be 
without fome Uneafinefs on the Occafion, unkfs 
the Subjed, on which he is rallied, be Matter of 
Commendation; in which Cafe the pleafant Images, 
which make the Rallcry, carrying with them 
Praife as well as Sport, the rallied Perfon finding 
his Account in it, may alfo take a Pait in the 
Diverfion. 

But in regard the right Management of fo nice 
a Point, wherein the leaft Slip may fpoil all, is not 
every Body's Talent, it is better, that fuch as 
would be fecure of not provoking others, (hould 
wholly abfiain from Rallery, which by a fmall 
Miflake, or wrong Turn, may leave upon the 
Mind of thofe, who are flung by it, the lading 
Memory of having been (harply, though wittily, 
taunted, for fomething cenfureable in them. 

CONTRADICTION is alfo a Sort of 
Cenforioufnefs, wherein Ill-breeding much too 
often (hews itfelf. Complaifance does not require, 
that we (hould admit of ail the Reafonings, or 
filently approve of all the Accounts of Things, 
that may be vented in our Hearing. The oppoling 
the ill- grounded Opinions, and the redifying the 
Mtfbkes of others, is what Truth and Charity 
/ometimes require of us ; uor does Civility forbid, 
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To it be done with proper Caution and due Care of 
Gircumftance. But there are fome Men, who 
fecm fo perfeaiy poffefled, as it were, with theSpirit 
of Contradidkion and Perverfenefs, that they ftcadi- 
ly, and without Regard either to Right or Wrong, 
oppofe fome one, and perhaps every one of the Com- 
pany, in whatfbever is advanced. This is fo evident 
and outrageous a Degree of Cenfuring, that none 
can avoid thinking himfelf injured by it. 

All Sort of Oppofition to what another Man 
fays, is fo apt to be fufpeded of Cenforioufnefs, and 
is fo feldom received without fome Sort of Humili- 
ation, that it ought to be made in the gentleft 
Manner, and couched in the fofteft Expreffions 
that can be found, and fuch as, with the whole 
Deportment^ may exprefs, no Forwardnefs to con- 
tradict. All poffible Marks of Refpe£l and Good- 
will ought to accompany it, that whilil we gain 
the Argument, we may not lofe the good Inclina- 
tions of any that hear, and efpecially of thofe, 
who happen to differ from us. 

And here we ought not to pafs by an ordinary, 
but a very great Fault, that frequently happens in 
almoft every Difpute ; I mean that of interrupting 
4thirs^ while they are /peaking. This is a Failing, 
which the Members of the beft regulated Confra- 
ternities among us, have endeavoured to guard a- 
gtinft, in the By-laws of their refpe£live Societies, 
and is what the R. W. Perfon in the Chair (hould 
principally regard, and fee well put in Execution. 
Yet as it is an ill Practice, that prevails much in 

the 
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the World, and efpecially where Jefs Care is taken, 
it cannot be improper to offer a Word or two a- 
gainft it here. 

There cannot be a greater Rudenefs than to 
interrupt another in the Current of his Difcourfe : 
For if it be not Impertinence and Folly to anfwer 
a Man, before we know what he has to (ay ; yet is 
it a plain Declaration, that we are weary of his 
Difcourfe ; that we difregard what he fays, as 
judging it not fit to entertain the Society with ; 
and is in Fz& little lefs than a downright defiring 
that Ourfehes may have Audience, who have 
fomething to produce, better worth the Attention 
of the Company. As this is no ordinary Degree 
of Difrefped, it cannot but give< always very great 
Ofience. 

The fourth Thing, Brethren, that is againft 
Civility, and therefore apt to overfet the Harmony 
of Converfation, b CAPTIOUSNESS. And 
it is fo, not only becaufe it often produces mifhe- 
.coming and provoking Expreffions and Behaviour 
in a Part of the Company, but becaufe it is a tacit 
Accu&tion and a Reproach for fomething ill ulnn, 
from thofe we are difpleafed with. Such an Inti- 
mation, or even Sufpicion, muft always be uneafy 
to Society : And as one angry Perfon is fufficient 
to difcompofe a whole Company ; for theGenera** 
lity, all mutual Happinefs and Satisfadion ceafes 
therein, on any fuch Jarring, This Failing there- 
fore fliould be guarded againft with the fame Care, 
as either the WiftwVvus'RxkKv^vyj^ «.tA vG&«L>^Hs(i^ 
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Contempt, dr the ill-natured Difpofition to Ccn- 
fure, already confidcrcd anddifallowcd of. For as 
Peace, Eafe and Satisfaftion are what conftitute the 
Pleafure, the Happinefs, and are the very Soul of 
Converfation ; if thefe be interrupted, the Defiga 
of Society is undermined, and in that Circum- 
ftance. How ihould brotherly Love continue ? 
Certain it is, that unlefs good Order, Decency and 
Temper be preferved by the Individuals of Society* 
Confufion will be introduced, and a Difiblution 
will naturally, very quickly, follow. 

What therefore remains is to remind th^ Bre- 
thren, that the Mafons have ever been Lovers of 
Order. It is the Bufinefs of their particular Pro- 
fcffion to reduce all rude Matters to Truth. Their 
Aphorifms recommend it. The Number of their 
Light?, and the declared End of their coming to- 
gether intimate the Frame and Difpofition of Miud^ 
wherewith they are to meet, and the Manner of 
their Behaviour when afTdmbled. 

Sh A LL it then ever be faid, that thofe, who by 
Choice are diftinguiflied from the Grofs of Man- 
kind, and who voluntarily have enrolled thciir 
Names in this moft ancient and honourable Society, 
are (o far wanting to themfclves and the Order 
they profcfs, as to negle£l its Rules ? Shall thofe 
who are banded and cemented together, by the 
ftri^eft Ties of Amity, omit the PraSice of For-* - 
bearancc and brotherly Love ? Or fhall the Paf- 
fion» of thofe Perfons ever become ungovernable^ 
who a&mbk purpofcly to (\}\)^\i^^<^m\ 

O ^ 
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We are, let it be confidcr^d, the Succcffors of 
thofc, who rear'd a Struflurc to the Honour of 
Almighty God, the Grand Architeft of the World, 
which for Wifdom, Strength and Beauty, hath 
never yet had any Parallel. We are intimately 
related to thofe great and worthy Spirits, who4«ivc 
ever made it their Bufmefs and their Aim to im- 
prove themfclves, and to inform Mankind. Let 
us then copy their Example, that we may alfo hope 
to obtain a Share in their Praife. This cannot 
poffibly be done in a Scene of Diforder : Peark 
are never found but when the Sea is calm j and 
filent Water is generally deepeft. 

It has been long, and ftill is, the Glory and 
Happinefs of this Society, to have its Intereft 
efpoufed by the Great, the Noble and the Honoured 
of the Land. Perfons, who, after the Example 
of the Wifeft and the Grandeftof Kings, efteem it 
jieither Condefcenfion or Dishonour to patronize 
and encourage the Profeflbrs of the Craft. It is 
our Duty, in Return, to do nothing inconfiftent 
with this Favour ; and being Members of this 
Body, it becomes us to adl in fome Degree fiiitablc 
to the Honour we receive from our illufthous Head. 

If this be done at our general Meetings, every 
good and defirable End will very probably be pro- 
moted among us. The Craft will have the Ad- 
vantage of being governed by good, wholefomc 
and difpaffionate Laws : The Bufmefs of the Grand 
Lodge will be fmoothly and effeftually carried on : 
Your Grand Officers will communicate their Sen- 

iiments^ 
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timents, and receive your Opinions and Advice 
With Pleafure and Satisfa£lion : Particular Societies 
will become ftill mprc regular, from what their 
Reprefentatives^ (hall obferve here. In a Word, 
true and ancient Mafonry will flourifh ; and thofe 
that are without, will foon come to know, that 
there are more fubftantial Pleafures to be found, as 
well as greater Advantages to be reaped, in our 
Society, orderly conduced, than can poflibly be 
met with in any other Bodies of Men, how mag- 
nificent foever their Pretenfions may be. Fof 
none can be fo amiable as that which promotes 
brotherly Love, and fixes that as the grand Cement 
K>{ all our ASions ; to the Performance of which 
we are bound by an Obligation, both folemn and 
awful, and that, entered into by our own free and 
deliberate Choice; and as it is to dircA out Livet 
and Aflions, it can never be too often repeated, 
nor too frequently inculcitcd. 
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THE principal Intention in forming Socie- 
ties is undoubtedly the uniting Men in the 
firidtcr Bands of Love ; for Men confidered as 
focial Creatures, muft derive their Happinefs from 
each other : Every Man being defigned by Provi- 
dence to promote the Good of others, as he ten- 
ders his own Advantage ; and by that Intercourfe 
to fecure their good Offices, by being, asOccafipn 
msiy oShry fcrviwabk uulo iktm. 
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Christianity in general (for I now enter 
not upon the melancholy Divifions fo rife among us) 
never circumfcribes our Benevolence within the 
narrow Confines of Nature, Fortune, Profit, or 
perfonal Obligation. What I would advance -is 
this : That we reftrain not our Love to our next 
Neighbour only, this being meerly a Point of 
Conveniency — Nor to our Acquaintance folcly, this 
being the EfFeft of Inclination purely to gratify 
ourfelves — We are not to carefs our Friends only, 
becaufe Gratitude and common Juftice require 
even that at our Hands — Nor yet thofe efpecially 
from whom we expeS to receive Benefit, for this 
Intereft and Policy will prompt us to— Nor our 
Relations only, foi* this the Ties of Blood and meer 
Nature didlate — Nor is our Love and Charity 
limited to them particularly who are of thefame< 
Church or Opinion with us : For by the very 
fame Reafon that we are induced to believe our- 
felves in the Ri^ht, they may imagine themfelves 
fo too ; and what we may judge to be a Pcrfeftion 
among ourfels'es, they may condemn as a Blemifh. 
Be it fo then : That in fome Points, or rather 
Modes of Worfhip, we may differ or diflent from 
each other, yet ft ill the L O D G.E reconciles even 
thefe — There we all meet amicably, and convcrfe 
fociably together — There we harmonize in Princi- 
ples, though we vary in PundlUios — ^There we join 
in Q>nverfation, and intermingle Interefts — There 
we difcovcr no Eftrangement of Behaviour, nor 
Alicnstioa of AffeSion— V? t fe.\N^ ^tw^ -jcwsj^'^x. 
O 3 ^^ 
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nioft readily in a]l the kind Oflkes of a cordial 
Friendfhip. Thus are we united, though diftin- 
guiflied : United in the fame Grand Chriftim 
Fundamentah^ though diftinguiflied by fome Clrr- 
atmftantiah : United in one important Band of 
Brotherly Love^ though diflinguifhol by fome Pecu^ 
iiariiifs if Sentiment. 

Freedom of Opinion thus indulged, but itt 
Points never difcufled, is the happy Influence under 
ivhich the Unity of this truly Ancient and Hmmr/j" 
tie Society has been preferved, from Time imme- 
morial. And whoever is znUprigbt Mafm^ can 
neither be an Athcift, Deift, or Libertine.. For 
he is under the ftrif^ft Obligation to be a good 
Man, a true Chriftian, and to aft with Honour 
and Honefly, however diftinguiihed by diflerent 
Opinions in the Circumftantials of Religion* Up- 
on which Account MASON R Y is becotne the 
Center of Union, and the Means of conciliating 
Fricndlhip among Men that might hive oihcrwife 
remained at perpetual Diftance ; caufin^ them to 
love as Brethren, as Heirs of the fame Hope, Par- 
takers of the fame Promifes, Children of the &mo 
Ood, and Candidates for the fame Heaven, 

We read that when TtrtuUus pleaded againft 
St. Pauh that the chief Accufation whereon he 
founded his Plea, was, his being Ringleader of the 
Sea of the Nazarenes—and this Se£i (faid the Jews) 
we know that every where it is fpoken againft. And 
whercfoTt was this Seft fo t^oVtiv ^^^xtv^? Was it 
/ro/nany£viltheyluveworvU?iofe^^^UO.W^ 
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mccr Ignorance or blind Prejudice ? We find no- 
thing of the farmer, but uridoubted Proof of the 
latter. And this I take to be pretty much our 
Cafe, in Rcfpeft to Mafonry-^^s flowing from the 
fame corrupted Principles. I have had the Honour \ 
of being a Member of this Ancient and Honoura- 
ble Society many Years, have fuftained many of 
its Offices, and can, and do aver, in this /acred 
Placey and before the Grand Architect rf tht 
Worlds that I never could obferve ought therein,.. 
but what was juftifiable and con^mendable ac-^ 
cording to the ftriilcft Rules of Society. This 
being founded on the Rules of the Gofpel, the 
doing the Will of God, and the fiAduwg our Pajft- 
MSf and highly conducing to every facred and 
ibcial Virtue. But not to inlift on my own £x- , 
periences, the very Antiquity of our Conftitutint 
furnifhes a fu£Eicient Argument to confute all Gain«. 
fayers. For no Combination of wicked Men^ for 
a wicked Purpofe, ever lafted long. The Want of 
Virtue, on which mutual Truft. and Confidence i^ 
founded, foon divides and breaks tbeuA to Pieces* 
Nor would Menof unqueftionableWifdom, known 
Integrity, ilrid Sonour, undoubud Veracity, and 
good Senfe (though they might be trapan'd into a 
fooliih or lidiculoui Society, which could pretend 
to nothing valuable) ever continue in it, (as all the- 
World may fee they have done, and now do) or 
contribute toward fupporting and propaga;ting it to 
Pofterity.~ 
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As to anyObjeftion that have been raifed a- 
gainft thtsSociety, they arc as ridiculous as they are 
groundlefi :— For what can difcovcr more egregi- 
ous Folly in any Man, than to attempt to vtlific 
what he knows nothing of? At that Rate, he may 
with equal Juftice abufe or calumniate any Thing 
elfe that he is unacquainted with-7-But there are 
fome peculiar Cufioms among us ; furety thefe can 
be liable to no Ccnfure: Hath not every Society fome 
Peculiarities, which are not to be revealed to Men 
of different Communities ? — But fome among us 
behave not fo well as might be expeded : We fear 
this is too true, and are heartily forry for it, let us 
therefore every one try to mend one : But even tbb 
Objetlion is of no Weight with a Man of Inge- 
nuity and Candour. For if the Unworthineis of a 
ProfefTor, cafis a Reflection upon the Profeffion, it 
may be inferred by Parity of Reafon, that thcMif- 
condu£t of a Chriflian, is an Argument againft 
Chriftianity. Bat this is a Conclulion which I 
prefume no Man will allow, and yet it is no more 
than what he mull fubfcribe to, who is fo iinrta* 
fonable as to infift on the other. 

Upon the Whole then, it appears that the Rules 
of this Society have a direS Tendancy to render 
Converfation agreeable, as well as innocent^; and 
fo to influence our Pradlice, as to be ufeful to others; 
and profitable to ourfel ves ; for to continue in Amity, 
and maintain a fair Correfpondeiice, to be difpofed 
reciprocally to all Offices of Humanity, and to aS 
upon mutual Terms oi BtvvtNoY^ivc,^^ H«ViVL\pi ^v^ the 
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CharaSerifticks of Chriflianity, are likewife the 
Cement of this Society. And how good it is to 
affift, comfort, and reh'evc the Oppreffed, I need 
not*now obferve. Nor is it lefs obvious, how pleafant 
it is to contribute to the innocent Delight, and pro* 
mote the lawful Advantage of one<another ; and al- 
Ivays to converfe with Security without any the lead 
Sufpicion of fraudulent, injurious, or malicibua 
Praftices, 

Now, in order tocherifli and promote this'IIar- 
mony within Doors and without, let us firft lajr 
hold on the fureft Means to ftop the Mouth of De«^ 
tra<5lion, by endeavouring to lead a pure and un*. 
blcmiflied Life. Let us confider, my Brethren, that 
not the Reputation of one only but that of the whole 
Society is afFeded by a Brother's Miftcnaviour: In?- 
veftedas we are witH that diftinguifliing BADGE, 
which at this Day is the Glory of the greateft Po- 
tentates upon Earth, we (hould fcorn to a£t beneath 
the Dignity of our Profrffion. Let usthen walk wcr^' 
thy rf our Vocation^ dnd do honour to our ProfeiHon.' 

Let us rejoice in every Opportunity of ferving 
and obliging each other, for then, and only then, 
are weranfwering the great End of our Inffiitution.^ 
Brotherly Lovi^ Relief and Truths oblige us not only 
to be compaffionate and benevolent, but to admi- 
hifter that Relief and Confifbrt, whfch the Condi^ 
tion of any Member requires, and we canbeftow 
without manifeft Inconvenience to ourfelves. No 
artful Diflimulation of AfFeAion can ever be allowed 
among thofe, who are upoiv^ Le^tl^ ttfsi ^^sw'^^x- 
O 5 Sa^ 
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fons, who liye wstbin Compafs^ a£l otherwife than 
upon the Squariy confidently with the Golden Rule, 
of doing as they would bi dont hy. For among us, 
every one is, or (hould be another Self : So that he 
that hates another muft neceflarily abhor himfelf 
alfo : He that prejudices another, injures his owa 
Nature ', and he that doth not relieve a diftrefled 
Brother ftarves a Member of his own Body ; but 
then this Relief is not to be beftowed upon the idle, 
indolent, and extravagant i but upon the unfor- 
tunate, induftrious, fuccefslefs Brother. 

Let us next remember the Regulations of this 
Society are calculated not only for the Prevention of 
Enmity, Wrath, and Diflenfion j but for the Pro- 
motion of Love, Peace and Friendfhip ; then here 
iurely Converfation muft be attended with mutual 
Confidence, Freedom, and Complacency. He who 
neither contrives Mifchief againft others, nor fu- 
fpe£ls any againft himfelf, has his Mind always ie- 
Tene, and his AfFe£lions compofed. All the human 
jpaculties rejoice in Order, Harmmyy and ProportUn ; 
By this our Society fubfifts, and upon this depends 
its Wijdom, Strength, and Beauty. Let rherefore no 
narrow Diftin(Stions difcompofe this goodly Frame, 
or difturb Its Symmetry, But when goo4 and worthy 
Men oiFer themfelves, let them ever have the firft 
Place in our Efteem. But as for the Abettors of 
Atheifm, Irreligion, Libertinifm, Infidelity, let us 
in the Words of the Prophet Jhake our Hands from 
ihcm,jii[l as a Perfon wouUdo^vrVo W^^Ys&XRk Ivwe 
Burn'mg-cods or fome vtuonvw^Ct^^\Mt^^^^^>\vcvi 
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upon his Flcfli, lo fach a Cafe none would ftand a 
Moment to confider ; none would debate with him- 
felf the Expediency of the Thing ; but inftantly 
fling of the pernicious Incumbrance ; inftantly en- 
deavour to difengage l^imfelf from the clinging 
Mifchief : So fhould every upright Mafon from fuch 
perilous/^^ Brethren, 

Th e r e is one effential Property which belongs 
to our Crafty which had liked >o have flipped me, 
and which, however condemned, is highly worthy 
of all Applaufe j and that is Secrecy,- All that- 
Ihould be difclofed of a Lodge is this, that in our 
Meetings we are all good-natured, loving and chear- 
ful one with another. But what are thefe Secrets ? 
Why, if a Brother in Neceflity feeks Relief, it !»- 
an inviolable Secret, becaufe true Charity vatmUth* 
not iff elf. If an overtaken Brother be admoniflied^' 
it is in Secret ; becaufe Charity is kind. If poffibly 
little DiflFerences, Feuds, or Animofities ihould in- 
vade our peaceful Walls, they are ftill kept fecrer», 
for- Charity fuffereth long^ is not eajily provoked^ 
thinketh no EviL — Thefe and many m^re (would- 
Time permit) which I could name, are the Em- 
bellifhments thatemblazon theMafon'sEfcutcheoq.. 
And as a further Ornament, let us add that aroma- 
tic Sprig ofCaJfw^ of letting our Light fo Jhine before 
Men^ that they may feer our good Works \ and that 
whireas theyfpeak againft us as evil Doersj, they may 
by our good fForks^ which they Jhall hhold^ i^^i/y 
God. 




CHARGE 

Delivered to z 

Constituted L O D G E 
o F 

Fjee and Accepted MASONS, 

At the King^S'jlrmSy in Heljlon^ Cornwall^ 
on Tuefday^ April 21, Anno Dom. ijsi^ 
V. A. L. 5752. 

Friendi and Fdlow-Brethreriy 

AS I have the Honour of being diftinguifhed 
by a Badge of Office in this regularly con- 
ftituted Lodge, I have made Choice of this Op- 
portunity toaffure you that I will ufe my beft En- 
deavours to execute the Truft which you have re- 
pofed in me with Freedom, Fervency and Zezl : 
And here 1 beg the Favoui of ^ovxt Attention for a 
few Minutes, while I cxhou ^ovxxo c^t&Aw ^^tSe^*^ 
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becoming Serioufnefs fome ufcful Hints which 
concern all of us. And firft, I beg Leave to recom- 
mend an unwearied Diligence and Aifiduity in the 
great Work wherein you arc immediately con- 
cerned, to be upon your Guard at all Times, and 
on all Occafions, efpecially before Strangers, who 
will certainly watch every Opportunity to extra£t 
from you that Secret which has for Ages and Ge- 
nerations been hid from thofe who are unqualified 
to receive it. TIo proper Obfervance and dih'gent 
Execution of this Part of your Duty will recom- 
mend you to the Notice of the World in general, 
and the Regard of this Lodge in particular. 

Be ye alfo careful, my Brethren, to avoid every 
Aftion which has the leaft Tendency to brand you 
with the odious Name and Chara£ter of a covetous 
Man, which our holy Brother the Apoftle Paul has 
with great Reafon declared to be Idolatry : For what, . 
my Brethren, can be cxpefted from the Man who 
makes Gold his Hope, and places his Confidence in 
his Riches ? What! but that he will be deaf to the 
Cries of the deftitute Orphan, and Intreaties of 
the diftreflcd Widow? Let the contrary Difpofi- 
tton prevail with us, and let not our Charity be 
circumfcribed with a narrow Circle ; but like that 
glorious Luminary which opens the Day, difpenfe 
its kindly Influence to all around us. Indeed, if 
we are good Mafons, we cannot be capable of 
abuflng the Means with which Providence has fup* 
plied us to do Good unto all Men, as Opportunity 
ihsill ofier, and in a moit t.l^\a\\I^\Nx\^ ^^sc* 
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Miferable and DiftreflTed. Thefe are Objeas which 
not only defer ve our Commi&ration, but alfe claim 
Relief at our Hands: Let the grand Principles of 
brotherly Love, Relief and Truth at all Times 
diftinguifh us in the World, and ever prevail a« 
Biongft us. This compaffionate Temper cannot 
fail of obtaining the Love and Efteecn of all good 
and wife Men ; and what is of infinitely greater 
Importance, the Approbation oC that gracious Be- 
ing whofe Favour is better than Life. 

I^ET us alfo be reiblutely fixt in the great Duty 
of Sobriety, and not fuffer Liquor to get the Aicen- 
dancy of ourReafon : It is Reafon, my Brethren, in- 
forms us that we are Creatures every Way adapted 
to, and fitted for Society ; and that God has given 
us Knowledge and Underfianding fuperior to other 
Beings on this habitable Globe, who all tend by a 
natural Impulfe to anfwer In their refpedive Spheres 
the End of their Creation ', and thall the Creatures 
thus fulfil, with the greateft Regularity, the dif- 
ferent Purpofes to which Providence affigned them.^ 
• And Man, the Glory of this lower World, per- 
vert the gracious Defigns of his Creator in ap- 
pointing proper Liquids to fatisfy hi$ Thirft, and 
exhilerate his Heart, by abufing the Means, and 
forgetting the End of their Appointment, ufe them 
beyond the Bounds of Moderation, and thereby 
render himfelf equal, I had almoft faid inferior, 
even lo the beaftly Swine { Did we but rightly 
and /erioufly confidcr die m^ii^M\^^\^^^^siVi\v\^ 
this Vice cxpofcth us, N?tftttw\^ w^3:\t^^>^N^r^ 
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icautious of drinking to Excefs, well knowing the 
fatal Confequences which attend it, that it lays our 
Reafon aileep, and roufes the many, too often, pre- 
dominant Paflions which diflurb the Mind of Manv 
And whilft we are careful to avoid theflbamefut 
Sin of Drunkennefs, let us at the fame Time re- 
member that we are in Duty bound to abftain front 
another Vice, which is too common in the prefent. 
Age ; I mean the deteftable Pra<Slice of Swearing 
hy^ and invoking the folemn Name of the great 
and glorious God on the moft trifling Occafions, 
This Vice, my Brethren, has not one Motive or 
Inducement, that I know of, to fupport the Prac- 
tice of it. Is it praftifed by the great Vulgar ? It is 
forbid by the pofitive Command of an Almighty 
God, who is everjealousofhisHonoar, and will not 
hold any guiltlefs who taketh his holy Name in vain* 
This Vice is a Scandal to Society, and degrades the 
Man below the Level of the brutal Tribe, who alt 
join with the feathered Choir in the Praifes of their 
great Creator. Let us therefore keep a confianC 
Watch upon the Door of our Lips. Z^et us, if 
it be poffible, live peaceable with all Men i let us 
keep our Paffions in conftant SubjeSion ; by this 
Means, we (hall be enabled to demonitrate to the- 
World that we are good Men and true^ that we 
aim at no other Charader than that of Piety to- 
wards God, and unfeigned Love to one another. 
Love, my Brethren, is the Bond'of Perfeflneft, it 
is this divine Temper which enables u& to ^t^fove. 
the Unity of the Spirit m lYit'S^tA ^I'^w^^ "^^ 
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makes us like him, ^ho is the pure and inexhauSi- 
ble Fountain of it. Stand fad in one Spirit, and 
be perfeftly joined together in the fame Mind, 
and in the fame Judgment ; let us confider that 
this is a Duty incumbent on us, that it is recom- 
mended to our Notice and Imitation by our great 
Leader and Exemplar, who came to feek and to 
fave that which was loft, and laid down his Life 
even for his Enemies. What a powerful Motive 
and Inducement have we in this unparalleled In- 
ftance of divine Love opened to our View for our 
Inftruftion and Government in this State of Trial ! 
unto which we (hall do well if we take Heed as 
unto a Light' {hining in a dark Place. And I hope 
there is not one Member of this Community who 
does not endeavour to the utmoft of his Power to 
difcharge this Duty as it behoves every good and 
wife Man ; and that there are not .any amongft 
us who are not truly fenfible of the NecefEty 
we lie under to fulfil this great, this important 
Part of an Obligation, which is an indiflbluble 
Bond by which the particular Members are united 
and cemented in one Body. Let us fupport and 
recommend this great and laudable Virtue by Ex- 
amples worthy the Imitation of Mankind. This 
is the moft cfie^ual Method we can purfue to C- 
lence the ill-natured Suggeftions of the proud, the 
wicked, and the vain Part of our Species, who 
though they are by no Means proper to be Mem* 
ben of our well-governed Cotnitiunity^ yet muft 
by this Means be induced (2is\CHiwe^o\c^>iS v^ 
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owa, and fecretly to admire, the benign Influence 
of that Love and Unity, which naturally produce 
Peace and Harmony amongft Brethren. 

I MUST alfo beg Leave to recommend a proper 
Regard to be paid to the Laws, Conftitutions, and 
Orders of our moft ancient and honourable Fra- 
ternity, and due Deference and Refpe<ft to the 
particular Officers thereof in their refpedtive Places^ 
whofe Bufinefs it is to carry them into Execution, 
and I hope the only Contention among you wilt be 
a laudable Emulation in cultivating the royal Art,, 
and ftriving to excel each other in every Thing 
which is great and good. Let us convince the 
unbelieving Multitude, that no private, fordid, or 
lucrative Views can ever prevail upon us to admit, 
into the Number of thofe who are acquainted witir 
the Knowledge of ourMyfteries, the unworthy, the 
profane or contentious Part of Mankind ; but that 
we will {land faft in that Liberty with which God 
hath blefled U5, and join with one Heart, and one 
Voice, in excluding fuch Wolves from our peace- 
able Fold. In a Word, let all of u» endeavour, 
in our refpcftive Stations, (o to regulate our whole 
Conduft, as not to give juft Occafion of Oflfence 
in any Thing: Let us be fubmiffive to Supe- 
riors, courteous and affable to Equals, kind and 
condefcending to Inferiors ; and let our whole De- 
portment teftify for us, that wc have formed our 
Lives upon the perfefl Model of God's revealed 
Will, exhibited to us in the Holy Bible ; that this 
Book is the Bafis of all out CciJEt^ ^ad t'i^^.t v^ W 
O 5 >*^ 
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by this Piece of Divine Furniture, fo eflential to 
our Society, we are taught Wifdom, to contrive 
in all our Doings, fuch Means as may conduce to 
his Honour, and the Salvation of our immortal 
Souls; Strength to fupport us in all Difficulties and 
Difirefles; and Beauty to polilh the rough unhewn 
Block of the mere natural Man, and bring it into 
the Likenefs of our Maker. I^et us run with Pa* 
tiehce the Race that b fet before us, and by an un- 
wearied Perfeverance in well-doing, put to Siknce 
. th« Ignorance and Malice of foolifii Men ; and the 
Wife and Great will think it no Difparagement ta 
be influenced by our Example, when we fliall let 
our Light (hine before Men, that they by feeing 
Mir good Works, may be alfo induced to glorify the 
Supreme and Almighty Architect of the Univerfe* 
Let us approve ourfelvet fiiithful Stewards of thofe 
Things conimitted to our Charge, that whenfoever 
k Audi pleft& om great Creator to deaaaftd o( m 
an Account of thofe Talents which he in his infi- 
nite Wifdom has thought fit to beftow upon us, we 
may be found ready to render it up with Joy, may 
have our Loins girded up, and our Lights burning, 
and we ourfelves be as Men waiting for the King- 
dom of God, and in that Morning, when the Suii 
of Righteoufneis ihall arife with Healing in his 
Wings, we may be allotted to a Houfe not made 
with Hands in the happy Regions of eternal Day^ 
may bear this welcome Salutation of the Redeemer 
ill the Prefence of Men and Angels, lf<fU dnti tbm 
tcod and faithful S^rvant^ thou bafi Um faithful ift 
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g few Things^ I will make thee Ruler over matljf 
Thifigs ; enter tbeu into the Joy of thy Lord. O 
happf Day ! when the Faithfiil (hall outlive the 
World, and all its fading Glories^ Iballfeethe Smtt 
Moon and Stars obliterated from the C(»ictve of 
Heaven, and btmfelf employed, fwailowed up m 
the never fading Glories of a boundleft Eternity* 
Thefe ardent WiCbes for your Welfare, both here 
and hereafter, flow from an honeft Heart, sea* 
lous in the Caufe of Mafonryi and that every At«~ 
tempt for compleating this great Work may meet 
with proper EncouragemeAt is the finccre Wift^ 
and unfeigned Defire of, 

* Tour true andfaiti^itt Brother^ 

ISAAC HEAn. 



A Prayer to he ufed at, the Admtjjion of 
a Brother. 

OMoft glorious and eternal God, who art the 
chief Archtted of the created Univerfe ! grant 
unto us, thy Servants, who have already entered our^ 
felves into this mofi noble, ancient, and honours^ 
ble Fraternity, that we may be folid and thonghM* 
ful, and always have a ReqiembrancQ of thflbf 
(acred and holy Things we have taken on us, arnt^ 

eadeavoac: 
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endeavour to inftru^t and inform each other In 
Secrecy, that nothing may be unlawfully or il- 
legally obtained, and that thefe Perfms who art 
now to be made Mafons, may be worthy Mint" 
ters^ and may ihey^ and all of us, live as Men, con- 
iidering the great End for which thy Goodnefs has 
created us ; and dothou, OGod, give us Wifdom to 
contrive in all our Doings, Strength to fupport in alt 
Difficulties, and Beauty to adorn thofc heavenly 
Manfions where thy Honour dwells : And grant, 
O Lord, that we may agree tc^ther in brotherly 
Love and Charity one towards another ; and In 
all. our Dealings in the World, do Juftice to all 
Men, love Mercy, and v»alk humbly with thee, 
our God ; and, at laft, may an abundant Entrance 
be adminiftred unto us, into thy Kingdom, O 
Great Jehovah. 

Nov unto ihi King iiernal^ immortal^ invifible^ the 
. only wife GJod^ be Kingdom^ Power j end Gkr^ 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Another Prayer. 

MOST holy and glorious Lord God, thou 
Architeft of Heaven and Earth, who art 
the Giver of all good Gifts and Graces ; and 
hath promifed that where two or three arc ga- 
thered together in thy Name, thou wilt be in the 
Midft of them : In thy Name we affemble and meet 
rogerher, moft humb\^ btfeccYvvTv^ Ccvtfc Vi\J«.^^>A 
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in all our Undertakings, to give us thy holy Spirit, 
to enlighten our Minds with WifdonK and Under- 
derftanding, that we may know, and ferve thee 
aright, that all our Doings may tend to thy Glory, 
and the Salvation of our Souls : And we befeech 
thee, O Lord God, to blefs this our prefent Under- 
taking, and to grant that this our Brother may de- 
dicate his Life to thy Service, and be a true and 
faithful Brother among us ; endue him with divine 
Wifdom, that he may, with the Secrets of Ma- 
fonry, be able to unfold- the Myfteries of Godlinels 
and Cbriftianity. 

This we humbly beg in thi Name, and for the Sake if 
Jefus Chrijly our Lord and Saviour, Amen* 



A Prayer to be ufed of Cbriflian 
Mafons at the empointing of a Brother: 
Ufed in the Reign of Edward IV. 

TH E mighty God and Father of Heaven, 
with the Wifdom of lys glorious Son, 
through the Goodnefs of the Holy Ghoft, that 
hath been three Pcrfons in one Godhead, be with 
us at our Beginning, give us Grace to govern ia 
our living here, that we may come to his Blifs that 
Ihall never have an End. 




A 

Short CHARGE 

To be given to 

New admitted BRETHREN. 

YO U are now admitted, by the unanimous 
Confcnt of our Lodge, a Fellow of our moft 
ancient and honourable Society, ancient as having 
fubfifted from Times immemorial, and honourable 
as tending in every Particular to render a Man fo 
that will be but conformable to its glorious Pre- 
cepts. The greateft Monarchs in all Ages, as-well 
of Afia and Africa as of Europiy have been En* 
couragers of the Royal Art, and many of them 
have prefided as Grand- Matters over the Mafonsin 
their refpedlive Dominions, not thinking it any 
Diminution to their Imperial Dignities to Uvtl 
themfelves with their Brethren in Mafbnry, and 
to aft as they did. The World's great Architect is 
our fupreme Matter, and the unerring Rule he has 
given us, is that by NfYacVi-^^nt^iV^ ^^v4^>w. 
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JSirputes are never fuffered in the Lodge, for as 
Mafons, we only purfue the univerfal Religion, or I 
the Religion of Nature: This is the Cement which 
unites Men of the moft different Principles in one 
facred Band, and brings together thofe who were 
themoft diftant from one another. 

There are three general Heads of Duty which 
Mafons ought always to inculcate, viz, to Gody 
our Neighbours, and ourfelves. To God, in never 
mentioning his Name but with that reverential 
Awe which becomes a Creature to bear to his 
Creator ; and to look upon him always, as the 
Summum honum^ which we came into the World to 
enjoy. And according to that View to regulate 
all our Purfuits. To our Neighbours, in adling 
upon the Square, or doing as we would be done by. 
To ourfelves, in avoiding all Intemperances and 
Excefles, whereby we may be rendered incapable 
of following our Work, or led into a Behaviour 
unbecoming our laudable Profeffion ; and in always 
keeping within due Bounds, and free from all Pol- 
lution. 

In the State a Mafon is to behave as a peacea- 
ble and dutiful Subjedt, conforming chearfully to 
the Government under which he lives : He is to 
pay a due Deference to his Superiors, and from his 
Inferiors he is rather to receive Honour with fome 
Reludance, than to extort it : He is to be a Man 
of Benevolence and Charity, not fitting down 
contented while his Fellow- Creatures (but much 
more bis Brethren) are in Want^ and It is ia Kl^ 
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Power, without prejudicing himfelf or Family ''p 
relreve them. In the Lodge he is to behave Wi£b 
all due Decorum, left the Beauty and Harmony 
thereof fhould be difturbed and broke. He is to 
be obedient to the Maftcr, and prefiding Officers, 
and to apply himfelf clofely to the Bufincfi of Ma- 
fonry, that he may fooner become a Proficient 
therein, both for his own Credit, and for that of 
the Lodge. He is not to neglefl his own neccf- 
fary Avocations for the Sake of Mafonry, nor to 
involve himfelf in Quarrels with thofc who through 
Ignorance may fpeak evil of, or ridicule it. He is to 
be a Lover of the Arts and Sciences, and to take 
all Opportunities of improving himfelf therein. If 
he recommends a Friend to be made a Mafon, he 
muft vouch him to be fwch as he really believes 
will conform to the aforefaid Duties; left by his 
MifconducSl at any Time, the Lodge fliould pafs 
under fome evil Imputations. Nothing can prove 
more fliocking to all faithful Mafons than to fee any 
of their Brethren profane, or break through the 
facred Rules of their Order, and fuch as can do It 
th7 wifti had never been admitted. 





A SELECT 



Number of SONGS. 



ne MASTER'S Song. 
SONG I. 

THUS mighty eaftern Kings, and (bme 
Of Ahranfs Race, and Monarchs good 
Of Egypt^ Syria, Greece, and Rome, 

True Architecture underftood : 
No Wonder then if Mafonsjoin, 

To celebrate thofe Mafons Kings, 
With folemnNote, and flowing Wine, 
Whilft every Brother jointly lings } 

Chorus, 

Who can unfold the Royal Art, 

Or fing its Secrete in a iSong ; 
They are fafely kept in. Ma(bn's Heart| 

And to this ancient Lodge belong. 
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The Fkllow-Craft's SONG. 
S O N G 11. 

HAIL Mafonry, thou Craft divine ! 
Glc ry of Earth, from Heaven rcvcard; 
Which doft with Jewek precious ihine^ 
From all but Mafms Eyes concealed. 

Chorus. 
ThyPratfes dui^ wbi can nhearfi^ 
In rurvous Profe^ or flowing Verfi? 

As Men from Brutes diftinguifh'd are, 

A Mafm other Men excels^ 
For what's in Knowledge choke and rare. 

But in bis Breaft fecurely dwells ? 

. Chorus. 

His film Breaft, and faithful Heart, 
Prejirvi tbi Secvttz ff the An. 

From fcorching Heat, and piercing Cold, 
From Beafts, whofe Roar the Foreft rends^ 

From the Aflaults of Warriors bold. 
The Mafon's Jrt Mankind defends. 

Chorus. 

Bi U this Art dui Hmmrfaii^ 
Frm whifb MasJdnd mmitfiuh jRd. 



Enfigos 
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Enflgnsof State, that feed our Pride, 

Diftin£lions troublefome and vain ! 
By Mafms true arc laid afidc ; 

Jrt*^ free born Sons fuch Toys difdain. 

Chorus. 

Ennobled by thi Name ibij bear^ 
Dijlinguijhi*d by thi Badge tbey Wier. 

Sweet Fellowfhip, from Envy free. 
Friendly Convcrfc of Brotherhood, 

The Lodge's lading Cement be ! 
Which has for Ages firmly flood. 

Chorits. 
J Lodge thus built for Agespqfi^ 
Has lajledy and tuill ever Iqfl. 

Then in our Songs let us record. 
All thofe who have enriched the Art, 

From jabal down to Carysfort^ 
And let each Brother bear a Part. 

Chorus, 
Lit nobli Proby'if Health go rounds 
His Praifi in lofty Lodge nfound. 

Chorus repeated. 
No Men with Mafons can compare^ 
Lit none dejptfe ib$ Badge they wear. 

P2 ! 
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The entered Prentice's S O N ( 

SONG III. 

CO M E let U8 prepare. 
We Brothers that are 
Aflembled on merry Occafion ; 
Let's drink, laugh, and iing ; 
Our Wine has a Spring ; 
Here's a Health to an Accepted Mafon. 

The World is in Pain 

Our Secrets to gain, 
And (iill let them wonder and gaze on ; 

They ne'er can divine, 

The^f^rf, ortheS^w, 
Of a Free and an jfccepted Mafm. 

*Tis thisy and *tis that^ 

They cannot tell what. 
Why fo many great Men of the Nation i 

Should Aprons put on. 

To make themfelves one. 
With a Free and an Accepted Mafon. 

Great ^ngs^ Duies^ and LordSf 

Have laid by their Swords, 
Our Myjfrj to put a good Grace on ; 

And have ne'er been afliam'd. 

To hear themfelves nam'd. 
With a Free and an Accepted Mafon. 

Antiqui 
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Antiquity's Pride 

We have on our Side, 
And it maketh Men juft in their Station ; 

There's nought but what's good 

To be underftood, 
By a Free and an Accepted Mafon. 

We're true and fincere. 

And juft to the Fair^ 
Who will truft us on ev'ry Occafion 5 

No Mortals can more 

The Ladies adore. 
Than a Fng and an Accepted Mafon. 

Then join Hand in Handy 

To each other firm ftand, 
Let's be merry, and put a bright Face on ; 

What Mortal can boaft 

So noble a T^oajl^ 
As a Ffii and an JUceptU Mafon ? 



S O N G IV. 

ON, on, my cFbar Brethren, purfue the great 
Le£ture ; 
And refine on the Rules of old Archite£lurc \ 
High Honour to Mafons the Craft daily brings. 
To thofe Brothers of Princes, and Fellows of Kings. 

P 3 W 
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We drove the njde Vandals and Goths ofF the 
Stage, 
And reviv'd the old Arts of Augujlus fam*d Age ; • 
And Fefpaftan dcftroy*d the vaft Temple in vain : 
Since fo many now rife under Carysfort\ Reign. 

The noble five Orders, composed v^ith fuch Art, 
Shall amaze the fwift Eye, and engage the whole 

Heart : 
Proportion, fweet Harmony, gracing the Whole^ 
Gives our Work, like the glorious Creatiofli a. 

Soul. 

Then Mafler, and Brethren, prcfervc your great 
Name; 
This Lodge, fomajeftick^lbaUporchaic yguFame; 
Rever'd h fliaU flatMi till all Nature expire^ . 
And its Glories ne'er fade till the World is on Fire. 

See, fee, behojd here what rewards all our Toi^ 
Infpires our Genius, and bids Labour fqiile : 
To our noble Grand-Mafter let a Bumper, be 

crown'd. 
To all Majms a Bumper, fo let it go round. 

Again, my lov'd Brethren, again let it pals. 
Our ancient firm Union cements with a Glais : 
And all the Contention among Mafons (hall bc> 
Who better can work, or who better agree. 
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S O N G V. 

BY Mafons Art the afpiring Dome 
In various Columns ihall arife ; 
All Climates arc their native Home, 
Their godlike A(5iions reach the Skies* 

Chorus. 
Heroes and Kings revere their Name, 
Whilft Poets fing their lafting Fame. 

Great, generous, virtuous, good and brave. 

Are Titles they moft juftly claim ; 
Their Deeds Ihall live beyond the Grave, 

Which fome unborn Audi loud proclaim. 

Chorus. 
Time (ball their glorious Adb inroll, 
And Love with Friendihip charm the Soul. 

SONG VL 

LE T Mafonry be now my Theme, 
Throughout the Globe to fpread its Fame, 
Arid eternize each worthy Brother's Name : 
Your Praife fhall to the Skies rcfound, 
In lading Happinefs abound, ' [croWnM.' 

And with fweet Union all your noble Deeds be 

Chorus. 
Sing then my Mufe to Mafons Glory j 
Your Names are fo rcver'd in Story, 
That all th' admiring World do now adore ye 'l 
P4 Let 
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Let Harmony divine infpire 
Your Souls with Love and gen'rous Fire, 
To copy well wife Solomon, your Sire : 
KnowJedge fublimc fhall fill each Heart, 
The Rules of G'ometry to impart ; 
Whilft Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty, crown the 
glorious Art, 

Let noble Carys/ort's Health go round ; 
In fwelUng Cups all Care be drown*d. 
And Hearts united 'mongft the Craft be fotind* 
May everlafting Scenes of Joy 
His peaceful Hours of Blifs employ, 
Which Time's all conquering Hand thzll ne'er, (hall 
ne*er deftroy. 

My Brethren thus all Cares rcCgn^ 
Your Hearts let glow witli Thoughts divine. 
And Veneration fhow to Soiomon's Shrine : 
Our annual Tribute thus we'll pay, 
That late Pofterity fliall fay ; [Day. 

We've crown'd with Joy this glorious, happy, happy 

SONG vir. 

GUARDIAN Genius of our Art divine, 
Unto thy faithful Sons appear : 
Ceafe now o'er Ruins of the Eaft to pine. 
And fmile in blooming Beauties here. 



MASONRY. 321 

Egypiy Syria^ and proud Babylon^ 
No more thy blifsful Prefencc claim : 

Lf Britain fix thy ever during Throne, 
Where Myriads do confefs thy Name. 

The Sciences, from eaftern Regions brought, 
Which after (hone in Greece and Rome^ 

Are here in Hundreds ftately Lodges taught, 
To which remoteft Brethren come. 

Behold what Strength our rifmg Domes up-rcars, 

Till mixing with the azure Skies; 
Behold what Beauty through the whole appears j 

So wifely built, they muft furprife. 

Nor are we only to thefe Arts confined j 

For we the Paths of Virtue trace : 
By us Man's rugged Nature is rcfin'd. 

And polifh'd into Love and Peace. 

SONG VIII. 

Set to Mufick by Brother Commins* ' 

AMafon*s Daughter, fair and young. 
The Pride of all the virgin Throng, 
Thus to her Ix)ver faid j 
7'hough, Damon^ I your Flame approve. 
Your Adlions praifc, your Per fonLove, 
Yet fUU I'll live a Maid. 
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None (hall untie my virgin Zone, 
But one to whom the Secretes known. 

Of fiam'd free Mafonry ; 
In which the Great and Grood combine^ 
To raife, with generous Defign, 

Man to Felicity. 

The Lodge excludes the Fop and Fool, 
The plodding Knave, and party Tool^ 

That Liberty would fell ; 
The Noble, Faithful, and the Brave, 
No golden Charms can e'er deceive^ 

In Slavery to dwell. 

This faid, he boVd, and went awayf 
Apply was made, without Delay, 

Returned to her again ; 
The fair one granted hisRequeft, 
Connubial Joys thdr Days have bleft^ 

And may they e'er remain. 

S O N G IX. 

G" LORIOUS Craft, which fires the Mine 
With fwect Harmony and Love i 
Surely thou wer't firft defign'd, 
A Forctafte of the Joys abovCr 

Pleafures always on thee wait. 

Thou reformed Jdam*s Race i 
Strength and Beauty in thee meet, ^ 

Wi/dom's radiant la \.Y\^ ¥a<:^ 
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Arts and Virtue now combine, 

Fricndfhip raifcs chcarful Mirth h 
All united to refine, 

Man from's grofler Part of Earth. 

Stately Temples now arifc. 

And on lofty Columns ftand ; 
Mighty Domes attempt the Skue!^ 

To adorn this happy Land, 



SONG X. 
By Brrtber Oatei. 

y rV\ I S Mafonry unitet Mankind^ 

X To generous AAions forms the Soul ; 

So ilrid in Union we're conjoined. 
One Spirit animates the Whole. 



Chorus to be repeated at every Vcrfc. 

Then let Mankind our Deeds appravip 
Since Union^ Harmony and Love, 
Shall waft us to tht Realms above. 

Where-e*cr afpiring Domes arife^ 

Wherever facred Altars ftand, 
Thofe Altars blaze up to the Skies ; 

Thofe Domes proclaim the Mafon*s Hand. 



1 
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The Stone uufhapM as Lumber lies 
Till Mafon's Art its Form refines; 

So Paflions do our Souls difguife. 
Till focial Virtue calms our Minds. 

Let Wretches at our Manhood rail : 

But thofe who once our Judgment prove. 

Will own, that we who build fowell. 
With equal Energy can love. 

Though flill our chief Concern and Care, 

Be to deferve a Brother's Name : 
For ever mindful of the Fair ; . 

Their choiceit Favours ftiU we claim. 

From us pale Difcord long has fled. 
With all her Train of mortal Spite, 

Nor in oiir Lodge dares (hew her Head \ 
Sunk in the Gloom of endlefs Night. 

My Brethren charge your Glaflcs high. 
To our Grand-Mafter's noble Name; 

Our Shouts (hall beat the vaulted Sky, 
And every Tongue his Fraifc proclaim. 

SONG XI. 

WH E N a Lodge of Free-Mafons, are 
cloath'd in their Aprons, . 
Li order to make a new Brother ; [their Stands, 
VJiih firm Hearts, and clean Hands, they repair to 
And juftly fupportoucauoxYvw. 
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Trufty Brother take Care, of Eves-Droppers be^ 
ware, 

'Tis a juft and a folemn Occafion ; [know. 

Give the Word and the Blow^ that Workmen may 

There's one aflcs to be made a Free-Mafon. 

The Matter ftands due, and his Officers too. 
While the Craftfmen are plying their Station ; 

The Apprentices ftand, right for the G>mmand 
Of a Free and an Accepted Mafon, 

Now traverfe your Ground, as in Duty youVe 
bound. 

And revere the authentick Oration, 
That leads to the Way, and proves the /"r/? Ray 

Of the Light of an Accepted Mafon. 

Here's JVords^ and here's Signs^ and here's Problems 
and Unesy 

And here's Room too for deep Speculation ; 
Here Virtue and Truth are taught to the Youth, . 

When firft he is called up to a Mafon. 

Hieroglyphicksfhine bright, and here Light reverts 
Light, 

On the Rules and the Tools of Vocation ; 
We work and we fing the Craft and the King^ 

'Tis both Duty and Choice in a Mafon. 

What is faid, or is done, is here truly laid doWf>^ 
In this Form of our high Inftallation ; 

Yet I challenge all Men to know what I mean, 
Unlefs he's an Accepted Mafin. 
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The Ladies claim Right to come into our Light, 
Since the Apron^ they fay, is their Bearing \ 

Can they fubjeft their Will ? can they keep their 
Tongues ftill ? 
And let Talking be changed Into Hearing ? 

This difficult Tafk is the leaft we can af^ 

To fccure us on fundry Occafions ; 
When with this they comply, our utmoft wc*U try, 

To raifc Lodges for Lady Free Mafms. 

Till this can be done, muft each Brother be mum. 
Though the fair One fliould wheedle or teaasc oh ; 

Btjufl^ true and Und^ but ftill bear in Mind^ 
At all Times that you are a Fne Mafin. 



Jin Ode o« M A S O N R Y. 

Tbi JFcrds by Brother Jackfon, andfn U Mufick if 
Brother Gilding. 

WAKE the Lute and quiv'ring Strings, 
Myftic Truths Uremia brings ; 
Friendly Vifitant, to thee 
We owe the Depths of Mafonry : 
Faireft of the virgin Choir, 
Warbling to the golden Lyre, 
Welcome here thy Art prevail. 
Hail divine Urania^ biLv\« 
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Here in Friendfhip^s Tacred Bower, 
The downy wing*d, and fmiling Hour, 
Mirth invites and focial Song, 
Namelefs Myfteries among ; 
Crown the Bowl and fill the Glafs, 
To every Virtue, every Grace, 
To the Brotherhood refound. 
Health, and let it thrice go round. 

We reftore the Times of old. 
The blooming glorious Age of Gold ; 
As the new Creation free, 
Bleft with gay Euphrofym: 
We with godlike Science talk. 
And with fair Aftrta walk ; 
Innocence adorns the Day, 
Brighter than the Smiles of May. 

Pour the rofy Wine again» 
Wake a louder^ louder Strain ; '^ 

Rapid Zipbyrs^ as ye fly. 
Waft our Voices to the Sky ; 
While we celebrate the Nine, 
And the Wonders of the Trin^ 
While the Angels fing above. 
As we below^ of Peace and Love. 
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ree-Mafom Antuem fung at laying 
Foundation of the New- Exchange, 
Edinburgh. 

JR A N T mc, kind Hcav'n^ whati rcqueft ; 
[n Mafunry let mc be bleft s 
me to that happy Place,, 
fc Frlendfbip fmiles on every Face; 
Thertf Freedom, and fwcet Innocence, 
gc tlie Mind, and chear the Senfe. 

here fccptcr'd Rcafon from her Throne 
ts the Lodgi^ and makes us one i 
larinony's delightful Sway 
k'cr (bedj ambroftal Day ; 
bete we blufs'd Edm^s Plcafuretaftc, 
ThitB I .ilniy Joys are ourRepaft, 

Our Lodge the foclal Virtues grace, 
3^ ttd Wisdom's Rules we fondly trace j 
Whol{! Nature, o^jen to our View, 
Points cut the Puh wc (hould purfue, 
"tet tis fubfill in lading Peace, 
'^nuJ jnay cvir Happmefs increafe. 

^^^ No prying Eye can view us herffi 
No Fool nor Knave difturb our Cheer; 
Our wfH- formed Laws fet Mankind free. 
And ^es Relief to Mifery. 
The Poor, opprefs'd with Woe and Grief, 
G&in from our bounteous Hands Relief. 

^ FINIS. 
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